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EDITORIAL 


My personal and unprejudiced opinion is that the proper gun for self-defense is a 
12-gauge automatic. Dickens of it is, when we think we're in imminent danger it isn’t 
always possible to have a scatter gun handy. A changing world, effete and civilized, 
frowns on aman carrying a sawed-off squaw gun about with him. Nevertheless, the 
remarkable efficiency of one and one-quarter ounces of double oo buck just cannot 
be gainsaid, and if you’re ever convinced your life is in immediate and mortal danger 
my first and heartiest advice is to equip yourself with double-barrel, repeater or 
auto-loading 12-bore, fill your pockets with “buck” loads and step forth, confident the 
contingency needs but arise to prove you the master. There isn’t a handgunner in the 
game who will proclaim his love of the short weapon more vociferously than |. And yet 
I'd be the first to admit the shortcomings of the belt gun as a weapon of defense. To 
me, it has always been a tool of secondary defense — something to fall back upon as 


a last resort. 


July 9th and 10th was the weekend for 
the “other than 6mm’ goings on at The Bay. 
To briefly retrace history a bit, in the early 
spring of 1988, a few complete and utter 
dimwits (said description including the edi- 
tor, of course. . . .) offered to put up some 
folding money as prizes for any stout soul 
who wished to take a run at the 6PPC mo- 
nopoly, and try to win either the light varmint 
class or the heavy varmint class with “other 
than a 6PPC”. We did not specify “.22 cali- 
ber” per se, but that’s the way it turned out 
. ..no one chose to contest the issue with a 
7mm or a “thirty”. 

Sixty-five shooters showed up for the 
weekend, and twenty-eight of them were 
dragging around .22 caliber rifles of one sort 
or another. The folks who offered the cash 
prizes (Ed Hoard, yours truly, PS magazine, 
and Charlie Fountaine) figured that it was 
curtains for sure, and started comparing 
Master Card lines of credit. Plus, the phone 
call to The Money Store . . . “Hello, let me 
speak to Phil Rizzuto, please”. Not to worry. 
Well, not to worry too much. Tom Peria, in 
light varmint class, signed in with a .22PPC, 
and started off like a man determined to ac- 
complish something or other. Ed Hoard... 
he who had the cash offer for the light var- 
mint class . . . didn’t look too chipper there, 
for awhile. In fact, he looked downright ill. 
He was wandering around, trying to borrow 
funds from some of the shadier types in the 
game (Read: anyone from New York, be it 
the state or the city — most certainly the 
city). At one point the good Mr. Hoard asked 
the editor ... “Dave, what’s this stuff ‘The 
Vig’ that these New York guys keep men- 
tioning?” It is obvious that Mr. Hoard has 
never bet on football games, or he would not 
have that specific ignorance. 

Well, anyway, during the match, Mr. Peria 
(for reasons unknown to the writer) decided 
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The Art of Handgun Shooting 
Col. Charles Askins, Jr. 
Barnes Publishing, 1941 


to switch to 6mm. He duly notified the range 
master, the scorer, the cook, the manser- 
vant within his gates, and probably the 
Glens Falls newspaper. In retrospect, it 
seems as if he told every living soul south of 
Canada about the caliber change. Except 
Ed Hoard, that is. When Tom Peria won the 
200 yard stage, plus the grand . . . thought 
we'd lost old Ed there, for a while. It’s amaz- 
ing what those emergency medical techni- 
cians can do these days. Once they gave 
him that electrical jolt . . . to restart his heart 
. .. he came around rather well. A bare half 
hour later he was able to use a nutcracker 
resizing tool. Once he found out that Peria 
had changed caliber mid-match . . . he was 
even able to seat bullets. The doctor forbid 
full-length resizing for at least a week how- 
ever. And case forming for a full month. 
So much for background color. Mr. 
Hoard, our beloved editor, and our cher- 
ished publication ... got away scot-free. 


Charlie Fountaine, who was offering a dou- 
ble sawbuck to any match winner who used 
a .22, got stung three times. . . by Jim Stekl, 
Tom Peria, and Bob DeMonstoy. Of consid- 
erable interest was the complete lack of 
sympathy for Mr. Fountaine. Several people 
were heard to say that he had this coming 

. an opinion that was shared by Mrs. 
Fountaine . . . when we called her, from the 
clubhouse, to tell her that her husband had 
“lost sixty dollars gambling”. We do not 
know where Charlie slept that night ... 
maybe in his mini-pickup, maybe in the club- 
house .. . but he certainly did not sleep at 
home. As this is written, in early September, 
we understand that Mrs. Fountaine is talk- 
ing to him again. But only by phone. Goes to 
show you what gambling can do to a 
man. 

Let’s see, maybe we should start the 
match report. (You'll find it in the IBS sec- 
tion). 


CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
Please let us know, well in advance, what 
your new address will be. Send your old 
address too — even better, enclose the 
address label from a recent issue. The Post 
Office will not forward your copies unless you 


Pay extra postage, but we will see that your 
“Precision Shooting” reaches you, without 
interruption, if you notify us six weeks in 
advance of your move. Write to Precision 
Shooting, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, 


Ohio 44319. 


When giving your address please add your 


Zip Code number. 


BENCHREST: 
WHAT NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 


by 


John Gammuto 


Have you ever heard anyone complaining about anything at a benchrest match? No? Well, 
then you have never been to one or you are deaf and can’t read lips! It is a known fact that we 
(in benchrest) are the most notorious complainers that have ever danced on God’s green 
earth. Over the years | have heard, at least several hundred times, someone say, “I think we 
should... ,” or “| wish someone would make a good. . . ,” or “That rule ought to be changed 
...,” The only other expressions you are more likely to hear on a regular basis go something 
like, “I had four of ’em in a bug hole,” or “The gun shoots like a house-o-fire.” 

We are not going to take up the topics of bug holes or houses on fire, not this trip anyway. 
I’m sure you are as tired of listening to those same old stories as | am. The few times | have 
initiated conversations along those lines people have turned and walked away. Now what 
does that tell you? They’re just rude, right? I’m certainly not a complainer. I'm just like you. 
Maybe next issue I'll print up a list of known complainers. Then at least you'll know who to 
walk away from before then even open their mouths. 

Several benchrest complainers have, in response to an inquiry, written letters to me ex- 
pressing their malcontented views on a variety of subjects. (Contributors, please to not take 
exception to the terms “complainers” or “malcontented”, from me that is high praise indeed. 
Itis guys like you that keep the game challenging and progressive. Too many people are con- 
tent to sit back and let others do all the work. By work | mean, the innovation, the develop- 
ment, the testing, the refinement of rules, etc. . . .in my opinion you guys are the lifeblood of 
the cause.) 

Now, | don’t want the rest of you to become corrupted by what you will be reading on the 
next few pages. Don’t start calling your Regional Directors and begin giving them hell be- 
cause a few misguided souls have strayed from the straight and narrow. Remember, Direc- 
tors are people too. I’m sure they must have complained about something prior to being elect- 
ed to their posts. In fact, | think it would be nice if you gave Phil Sauer a call and congratulated 
him on being elected to the post of NBRSA Eastern Regional Director. If you have anything 
else to discuss with him don’t mention my name. (I’m sure that Phil’s worst nightmare is that | 
might someday move into his area. Dave, could we manage to lose Sauers’ copy this 
month?) 

Seriously, | asked several shooters to take this opportunity to share their thoughts on top- 
ics that were of particular concern to them. | also asked them to speculate on what they 
thought the not-too-distant future would be like with respect to shooting, equipment, rules, 
etc. . . .in other words, identify a need or a problem and tell us what they would do to correct 
it. | am sure you will find their thoughts interesting, informed, and to the point. 

For once | am going to keep my opinions to myself. Well, maybe just one prediction for the 
record. “The BR and .222 based cartridges will become major contenders in the 1989 sea- 
son.” | didn’t see this in a crystal ball either. Many top-ranked shooters are rechambering as 
we speak. Things are going to get interesting here real soon! Gunsmiths, lay in a good supply 
of “Wildcat” reamers. The fever is spreading. 

If there are any other complainers out there I’d like to hear from you. Immediately after you 
finish writing the letter go outside and smear lambs blood on your front door. . . believe meit’s 
for your own good! 

Here’s what the rest of the guys had to say. 


John J. Gammuto 
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PETE CALLAN 


Dear John (How | hate to write) 

Concerning your article, “Benchrest: 
What Needs Improvement?” 

As you are aware, | no longer shoot on a 
competitive level because of my health; just 
can’t overcome the fatigue. However, | still 
experiment and shoot on a regular basis. 
Long distant crow shooting is still my weak- 
ness. 

So ... many thanks for including me in 
your questionnaire. 

Though only opinionated, | find myself in 
partial agreement with Dave Brennan that 
benchrest shooting is beginning to stagnate 
in some areas. Not that the present “win- 
ning” cartridges are at fault. There are those 
trigger pullers whose shooting is only in the 
shooting. They are like the “Pro Whatever” 
who cares not one iota where his equipment 
is made or of what brand it is. — riiight! 

Where does all this lead? Let’s look at all 
the classes, hunter excluded. Unlimited rifle 
(heavy bench) easy enough. Heavy varmint 
rifle, the rule book looks good here. Light 
varmint rifle, again the rules make sense. 
Sporter rifle, this is without question . . . the 
T--- in the punch bowl. The name doesn’t 
even fit the rig. 

To break the monotony of the tenth- 
minute agg. is “fly paper sticky” and as 
usual there are no free lunches. What can 
be done? You have to force the issue. 
Change the rule book. 

Reduce the weight of the sporter rifle. 
Narrow the fore arm dimensions. Change 
the bore size restrictions. Change muzzle 
dimensions (diameter). Bore size .257 and 
over. The .264 is only marginal but the .284 
and .308 are very solid performers. Any car- 
tridge case you desire. 

The action should remain single shot (if 
desired), this is kosher on a sporter. The 
scope power could be reduced but kept 


Adjustable Shooting Stools 
Solid Oak 
Cadmium Plated Hardware 
$39.50 plus postage 


10% Discount to NBRSA 
or IBS Life Members 


Tony Hidalgo 
12701 S.W. 9th Place 
Davie, Florida 33325 

(305) 476-7645 

Quantity discount available 
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high enough to eliminate the use of a spot- 
ting scope. The use of a high power scope 
to wring out a true sporter rifle is very legiti- 
mate. 

There will be beefs about no good bullets 
and inferior jackets for larger calibers. The 
6mm is a shining example that this can be 
overcome. Excellent bulletmaking dies are 
already available and jackets can and will be 
upgraded in due time. Barrels are already 
abundant — what the hey? 

Ed Phillips had a 25 going on the “BR” 
basic brass that really showed some prom- 
ise. Because of his health, Ed sold the rifle to 
some guy living in New Orleans. Lester 
Bruno made bullets for him and we are wait- 
ing on some from Lester right now to evalu- 
ate it futher. Harold Broughton tried some 
outlaws and Ferris Pindell was working with 
a7 that he told me was damn good. Howev- 
er, when you stack the deck against guys 
like these they have a tough time whipping 
the 6’s. 

Men like Walt Berger, Red Cornelison, 
Stan Buchtel, George Kelbly to name a few, 
seem to enjoy shooting off-breed cases. 

Here lies the key that a rules change 
should not be difficult. | admired Dave 
Tooley for shooting his .30 American at the 
1988 Super Shoot. That gun was really 
gunnin’. | watched his targets as they hit the 
wall and miscalculations on his part kept 
him out of the money. 

Rule changes governing the bore size, 
weight, etc. . .. , would open up new goals, 
the end toward which this effort is directed, 
and getting your butt dusted by the 6 would 
be eliminated. The crux of the matter is each 
shooter has to go by the rules and if the rules 
state “bigger bore” ... don’t leave home 
without it. 

In the beginning everyone will be up to his/ 


S.G. MATCH GRADE 
BULLETS 
by 
SPEEDY GONZALEZ 
243 CALIBER 
68 GR. FLAT BASE 


.308 CALIBER 
110 GR. “While Jackets Last” 


.308 CALIBER 
125 gr. - 150 gr. - 168 gr. 
FLAT BASE 


168 GR. BOATTAIL 


CASHON WIND FLAGS WITH STAND .. $75.00 


ALUMINUM & G-10 PILLAR BEDDING 
ON WOOD OR GLASS STOCKS ALSO 
CUSTOM LAMINATED WOOD VARMINT 
AND HUNTER STOCKS P.O.R. 


.243 and .308 flat base made in Rorschach carbide 
dies. .168 gr. boattails made in Detch carbide dies 


P.O. BOX 108 
1191-A SOUTH LOOP 
STEPHENVILLE, TEXAS 76401 
(817) 965-7941 


her empirical eyelids with grief. Every time 
you think you have a grip on something, you 
find out, it has a grip on you, but then again, 
“If you can’t stand the heat — get outta the 
kitchen.” 

Call it fun, call it drive or determination 
and you make it all worthwhile. Getting this 
new/old gun to crank out a winning aggre- 
gate is what’s known as competition. 

Pete Callan 


(Ass't Editor: Pete, no one ever thought the 
Cubs would have lights at Wrigley Field ei- 
ther. |have a ticket! Maybe there’s hope?) 


Continued on next page 
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BENCHREST: 
WHAT NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 


Continued 


GEZA NAGY 


Dear John, 

One of the areas | can see a need for im- 
provement is with wind flags. This is no 
problem at the big matches such as the 
Super Shoot, Nationals, and others that 
have large turnouts. Shooters like Tony 
Boyer and others who bring an array of well 
placed flags for all distances are common. If 
you are lucky enough to get on a rotation 
they are onit makes it a lot easier to read the 
conditions. 

There are so many different types of ter- 
rain at various ranges that this is a difficult 
problem to solve. In some places even the 
shortest flags are too close to the line of 
sight and may even deflect a shot when the 
wind flips the tail up. Other places have 
deep gullies where a very high flag is needed 
to bring them up to where they can be seen. 
Bench rotation adds to the problem by in- 
creasing the number of flags required. 

In my experience a minimum of 3 flags are 
needed for the 100 yard stage i.e. ... 15 
flags with 5 bench rotations. That adds up 
to 30 flags for 200 yards and 45 for 300 yard 
matches. It is too much to ask the home 
ranges to furnish and install these flags all 
across the line. It would help if the host club 
would put up a few flags in the problem 
areas of their range. 

| haven’t been to the South Creek range 
in Fasset, PA in recent years. When | was 
last there they used to have a wire stretched 
across the range with ribbons hanging from 
it close to the line of sight. That helped a lot 
in the deep gully in front of the firing line. 

| have been to matches where my bench 
rotation fell between two nice strings of 
flags spaced about 8 to 10 benches apart. 
There were very few flags in front of me. It 
would be easier if | could get to these ranges 
a day earlier, knowing my bench roation 
numbers, this way I’d have plenty of time to 
set my flags up in advance. 

Most of the time | drive to the range early 
in the morning and get there about 7:00 AM. 
The first thing | dois set up my tarp and load- 
ing equipment. By the time | register and eat 
breakfast there just isn’t time left to set up 
flags. They don’t do much good in the back 
seat of the car. Other times there were so 
many flags out there | thought they actually 
slowed the wind down. 


HERTER’S ADAPTER 


4 Universal (RCBS-type) shellholders 
) fit Herter presses using this all-steel 
* adapter, with spring retainer. $14.25 
plus $1 postage, from Vega Too! 
Com , 1840 Commerce St. 
Unit H, Boulder, CO 80301. 
(303) 443-4750 


Two years ago we held our New Jersey 
State Varmint Championship match at the 
Council Cup range in Pennsylvania. We ex- 
pected a decent turnout but the late sched- 
uling of the match kept the turnout to about 
30 shooters. | had about 7 flags that | 
stretched across the bench rotation and 
George Ulrich had some more that he 
brought along. Ours were the only flags at 
the 100 yard match. There was no Tony 
Boyer or any of the other shooters who usu- 
ally brought along a lot of flags. We had fun 
that day especially in the light varmint class 
in the afternoon when the wind blew its 
hardest. | believe it was Lester Bruno who 
put out some more the next day for the 200 
yard match. | remember seeing airborne 
pollen or something in my scope. They glit- 
tered like little jewels in the sun and | used 
them as wind indicators. This worked in the 
morning but changed as the sun moved 
along. 

Several years ago my friend Mike 
Kleiman gave me some thin hollow rods 
about 3 feet long and about 1/4” in diame- 
ter. | bent coat hanger wire about 12” so 
that one end inserted into the hollow rod and 
bent a loop at the other end. | attached a 
paper clip to one end of the ribbon and at- 
tached this to the loop on the coat hanger. It 
was easy to carry a hand full of these and 
stick them into the ground. It was easy to tell 
the wind direction because the coat hanger 
would swivel in the hollow rod. 

If the ground was frozen or rocky they 
were hard to use. Most of the time they 
worked fine until some shooters at public 
ranges thought they were out there for tar- 
get practice. 

| awarded each of them the purple heart 
and retired them after they were too shot up 
to use. 

| now use concrete reinforcing rods about 
4’ long. | sharpen them on one end and drilla 
1/4” hole in the other. I then attach an alumi- 
num vane, 4” by 8”, to the shaft of a daisy 
wheel and hang a ribbon on the end of it 
using a paper clip. | paint one of the daisy 
wheel blades black in order to better judge 
the rotary speed. The hanging ribbon is 
good for light winds and the daisy wheel for 
stronger winds. They are fine for practice or 
staying at one bench but are too bulky to 
carry and set up when a lot of them are 
needed for bench rotation matches. 

What we need is someone to design a 
wind flag that is simple and easy to trans- 
port. 

The other thing that | think would improve 
benchrest is not to be rushed at the match- 
es. Everyone may not agree with me on this 
one but to me an enjoyable match is one 


that gives you plenty of time to clean your 
gun, reload, and alittle time left to check out 
your targets, or have a sandwich, maybe a 
little socializing in between. 

Many shooters like to shoot as many 
guns as possible in one day. | can see their 
point in a way, they have travelled a long 
way and want to get the most out ofit. | once 
attended a match where | only shot the 200 
yard stage. At that time one relay of heavy 
bench alternated with heavy varmint. | had 
two different benches to rotate from and 
that really was confusing. | had to rotate 
with return to battery equipment on one 
bench and H.V. equipment on the other 
bench. | couldn’t keep up with the cleaning 
and loading let alone go to the bathroom. | 
dropped the one class and finished up with 
the other gun. This is no longer done now. 
Each class is shot by itself. (Ass’t. Editor: 
Thank the Lord for this Geza. Does anyone 
remember seeing Brennan at any of these 
matches? It sounds like something he 
would try and organize . . . just to keep the 
opposition off balance, tired, and confused.) 

At the Nationals not long ago | felt a little 
rushed when light varmint and sporter were 
shot in the same day. After all was said and 
done we finished up at 2:30 p.m. It would 
have been more enjoyable to me if we had 
finished up at 4:30 and still had plenty of 
time to clean up and go out to dinner or 
whatever. 

The firearms industry Super Shoot draws 
the biggest crowd of all and can be most en- 
joyable. Only 5 record groups are shot in 
each of the 4 days not counting warm-ups. 
There is plenty of time in between matches 
to clean, reload, eat, etc. ... it is pretty 
much the same for score shoots. If there is 
more than one relay you could conceivably 
shoot multiple classes but you’d be hard 
pressed for time to reload. Although you 
could if you came pre-loaded. These match- 
es generally start later and end earler in the 
day. 

THE FUTURE OF BENCHREST: 

The quality of actions, scopes, barrels, 
stocks, and loading supplies have been de- 
veloped, in the last 10 years, to the point 
where you can almost say we can’t do much 
better. It seems to have gotten to the point 
where the ability of the shooter, to read the 
conditions when the wind is blowing and mi- 
rage is flowing, gets to be more important 
than anything else. Groups in the zeros and 
aggregates in the teens are much more 
common today. We have surpassed by far 
the 1/4 minute rifle that Warren Page wrote 
of in his book “The Accurate Rifle.” 

Who is to say that we can’t improve even 
more? Can we develop the perfect rifle and 
load combination? How long will it be before 
we are agg’ing in the zeros? 

Take care, 


Geza Nagy 
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JERRY MASKER 


Dear John, 

I’m sorry for taking so long in responding 
to your inquiry. The big problem is that | 
couldn’t think of anything | really feel strong- 
ly enough about that needs change. 

Oh, of course, there’s the issue of the two 
1012 pound classes; | really don’t care what 
happens there, I'll shoot them anyway, as 
long as we don’t end up with some kind of 
restriction on scope power. | just don’t have 
a strong feeling on which way we ought to 
go or whether a change is even necessary. 

Of course we should always strive to bet- 
ter our equipment, components, etc. ... | 
suppose one of the weakest links we have 
right now is in our scopes. In this area | 
would say that the problem is in the parallax 
adjustment systems available today. The 
best solution would be to have a more posi- 
tive locking parallax system. Anything that 
can move in the scope forward of the reticle 
is a real problem; a little movement in the 
scope translates into a lot on the target. | 
simply can’t believe that a system which 
does not lock can be made to be reliable 
enough for our purposes in a rifle scope. 
Now, | think that if someone were to thread 
the outside of the bell on a Lyman and pro- 
vide a second locking ring behind the objec- 
tive assembly, they’d really have a good 
scope. Even though Lyman has a locking 
ring, the objective assembly can still move. | 
don’t mean to knock Lyman here; | use one 
on my rail gun and I’m happy with it. | just 
think it can be made better. | have another 
one which | can make the point of impact 
move an inch and a half at 100 yards, with- 
out it returning, simply by pressing on the 
objective assembly. | use Leupold/Premier 
20-48X scopes on my varmint rifles and I’m 
happy with those too. 

Other than that, | can’ think of much else 
to say. Benchrest has been good to me and 
it’s been alot of fun. Thanks for including me 
on your list. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry Masker 


Continued on next page 


RAIHA 
HAND PRIMING TOOL 
7 uses RCBS type 
j shellholders. 
Adjustable for 
priming depth. 


4.5 inches long. 
Quality materials. 
Write for literature: 
Pend Oreille Sport Shop 
3100 Highway 200 East 
Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 
(208) 263-2412 


PRECISION SHOOTING — OCTOBER, 1988 


B-SQUARE TOOL SPECIALS 


Super Mag Arbor Press 


B-Square's super mag arbor press 
for precision reloading and industrial 
use has twin posts for "no-spring.” All 
the load is between the posts. It easily 
resizes all caliber brass. 

The press head is fully adjustable up 
and down on threaded posts for se- 
cure positioning. The ram, with re- 
placeable brass caps and spring re- 
turn, has over a 1-inch stroke. The 
handle is adjustable and the press can 
be used right- or left-handed. 

Lightweight and portable for range 
use, this press willbe awelcome bench 
rest loading tool. It's rated approxi- 
mately 1 ton. 
$79.95 + $3.50 for shipping. 


Folding Rifle Rest 


B-Square's rifle rest makes the 
perfect portable rest. It fits into a 
4"x4"x10" box, and the legs unfold 
to a 13" diameter with 4-8" height 
adjustment. 

The 8 pound professional fullsize 
rest features hardened leveling 
screws, aspoked height adjustment 
wheel and split clamp housings for 
rigidity. 
$49.95 + $3.50 for shipping. 
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° M PRODUCT: 
RD No. 1, Box 483, Saegertown, 
PA 16433. (814) 763-2769 


e SINCLAIR INTERNATIONAL 
1200 Asbury Dr., New Haven, 
IN 46774. (219) 493-1858 


e HEINZ HENKE 
Loenstrasse Postfach 1141, 
D-4476 Werlte, West Germany. 
5951/2729. FAX 4471/8561 


B-SQUARE CO. P.O. Box 11281, Fort Worth, TX 76110 


BENCHREST: 
WHAT NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 


Continued 


RON HOEHN 


Dear John, 

| don’t know if | should thank you or throw 
rocks at you for putting my name on a list of 
people to answer the question, “Benchrest: 
What Needs Improvement”. There are 
probably as many answers as there are 
questions, but | have more questions than | 
do answers. 

| feel there is a need for a scoring device 
that will take some of the art out of scoring 
and make it into more of a science. | am sure 
there is an electronic device out there some- 
where that will measure our targets with a 
degree of consistency that is superior to our 
present method — | just don’t know what it 
is. Some ranges and scorers are known for 
their excellent scoring, on the other hand, 
some are consistently poor. | think all shoot- 
ers would like a score that is representative 
of their group, and that they had confidence 
in. 

One solution could possibly be to have 
the referees measure targets on the wall 
with a device that could detect errors, either 
plus or minus, of .025”. This would not cor- 
rect the problem completely, but would be a 
step in the right direction. Some shooters 
are reluctant to have other shooters targets 
re-measured because it is obviously mea- 
sured too small, and on the other hand, 
some won't have their own re-measured 
when they know it is too small. A second set 
of eyes could help. | don’t feel it is very good 
to get a match report and not know if poor 
scoring put you in 8th place, when you 
should have been in 28th, or 28th when you 
should have been in 8th. 

My primary concern is how to get new 
shooters into our sport and help it grow. 
Again | don’t have the answer. Walt Berger 


has invited a 22 rimfire spokesman to our di- 
rectors meeting in July. | think this is one of 
the most positive steps | have heard of to 
promote shooting within our sport. There 
are literally thousands of rimfire shooters 
that could be caught up in and fascinated by 
shooting benchrest rimfire. 

Larry Brown has devised an extremely 
demanding target designed for rimfires and 
centerfires that is shot for score. It is catch- 
ing on out west and could be part of 
benchrest shooting. 

We know our sport is not for everyone. 
We, by our very nature, do things that dis- 
courage the new shooter (expensive rifles, 
groups that are under .200”, all those load- 
ing tools, etc.) A high percentage of the av- 
erage shooters get intimidated by the equip- 
ment and never give it a chance. 

| believe that interested rimfire shooters, 
and there are a lot of them, are our best 
hope at this time for growth in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Hoehn 


As an additional note to Ron’s comments 
| would like to direct your attention to sever- 
al articles, previously written for Precision 
Shooting, on the subject of rimfire accuracy 
and benchrest shooting. They are as fol- 
lows. 

Rimfire Benchrest in Australia, 

Apr., 1977, by A. Brummell. 

Rimfire Benchrest in Australia, 

Jan., 1978, by A. Brummell. 

Rimfire Accuracy Potential, 

Feb., 1979, by M.H. Walker. 

Accuracy in Smalibore, 

Jan., 1983, by G.M. Fullmer. 

Rimfire Benchrest in Australia, 

Nov., 1987, by B. Atkinson. 
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KIM BROWN 


Dear John, 

First of all, congratulations on your new 
position as Assistant Editor. | guess that 
means we have to call you Mr.Gumby! 

| received your letter concerning possible 
improvements we need for benchrest 
shooting and its future. 

To briefly reflect on the past and present, | 
feel we’ve come a long way. There is just no 
denying that the benchrest shooter today is 
more technically knowledgeable than his 
past counterpart. The equipment speaks 
for itself. The groups and aggregates have 
seemingly become smaller. The PPC is 
working on its second decade. Barrels, bul- 
lets, etc. . . . are readily becoming state-of- 
the-art. The scopes are definitely a weak 
link. We need technical improvement here 
and | am sure some enterprising individual 
will come up with a new mouse trap. Our 
sport will always have new mouse traps... 
let’s be honest, we love ’em. Still, all the im- 
provements in the world cannot reverse the 
movement of said projectile once you have 
pulled the trigger and committed yourself 
and your equipment in the condition of your 
choice. The gremlins have always been, 
are, and will be between your muzzle and 
that frail piece of paper down range! 

One area of improvement | would like to 
address is as follows. In August of last year, 
after returning from the NBRSA Nationals, | 
had an opportunity to take my one daughter 
out to see the facility for the Gravity Drag 
Nationals held here in Fort Wayne. Of 
course, the counterpart to this event is the 
Soap Box Derby race held in Akron, Ohio. | 
could not get over the welcoming banners, 
and signs displaying and indicating that this 
was national event. | mean this was a big 
deal. | kept thinking to myself these are only 
soap box derby races! | just went away 
thinking back to our NBRSA Nationals the 


The ARMOR SHOOTING BENCH 
A rugged, convenient, high quality benchrest. 
Take-down design. Legs unscrew for transport, 
yet amazingly solid for the most demanding appli- 
cations, from target to long range varminting. 
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week before and trying to remember if there 
was even one welcoming banner. | couldn’t 
remember one! The point being, not to of- 
fend anyone, is we could certainly do more 
for the Nationals (be it NBRSA or IBS). 
These are our premier shooting events in 
the country. Their results go into the record 
books. | believe we need to move forward to 
provide the attending shooters the best fa- 
cilities, staff, and comradeship when hold- 
ing these events. One only has to look back 
to Skip and Johanna Gordon and how they 
transformed the Super Shoot into the major 
firearms shooting event it has become. 
Gary Ocock has probably injected a great 
deal of new blood and interest with his 
Shooting All-Stars. A committee needs to 
be formed to make sure that no matter 
where the Nationals are held, the facility and 
accommodations are top notch. This even 
is true concerning the time of the year. 

| believe the shooters would appreciate it 
because we have a great sport made up of 
super individuals. 

The future of benchrest will not necessar- 
ily center around new technical advance- 
ments but will always, as it has been, center 
around the individuals and their enthusiasm 
for the game. 

All the best in your new endeavor, 

Kim 


(Ass’t. Editor: I’ve driven by Dr. Brown’s 
office in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Let me ask 
you. Do you think displaying a banner out- 
side his office that says, “No Pain No Gain” 
is funny? This guy’s banner crazy. Abso- 
lutely nothing about a root canal is humor- 
ous in my book! Jimmy Kelbly, if you are 
reading this, do you think you could help me 
out by getting a “Welcome Dr. Brown” ban- 
ner up by the next Super Shoot? Don’t 
worry about the expense. Many people will 
contribute to the fund . . . anything to make 
the good doctor smile again.) 


MATCH GRADE 6MM 
BULLETS 


by 
Brian Rubright 


@ Made in carbide dies. 
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WALNUTPORT, PA. 18088 


(215) 767-1339 


PRECISION SHOOTING — OCTOBER, 1988 


DAN LILJA 


Dear John, 

A couple of thoughts have come to mind 
concerning your “What Needs Improve- 
ment” question. 

A the Super Shoot this year, one of the 
competitors in the unlimited event, during 
the 100 yard stage unknowingly violated 
one of the rules. The rule that was violated 
was the one that states that the rest may 
not be attached to the bench. In this case, 
the one-piece-return-to-battery rest was 
clamped to the bench. The advantage to 
this is that the competitor can shoot fast in 
his condition and not worry about the sliding 
portion of the rifle bumping the rest and 
moving it back on the bench. 

Usually this is done by pounding the an- 
chor feet of the rest solidly into the bench 
top with a hammer. This works, but it also 
messes up the top of the bench, and after 
awhile it can be difficult to get a good bite in 
a chewed up bench top. 

The point | am trying to make is, why not 
change the rules to allow unlimited rifles to 
have their rests clamped to the bench, if the 
shooter so desires? | would think that the 
clubs would like the rule, as it could help pre- 
serve bench tops. The shooters would like 
it, also. And, if along the way, it might im- 
prove an aggregate because a shooter 
could shoot faster or with more confidence 
in his rig, we have gained something. 

Another issue that comes up repeatedly 
is the fact that most shooters use the same 
gun in both light varmint and sporter class- 
es. As aresult of this duplication, some peo- 
ple want to eliminate one of the two classes. 

On the local level, | don’t really see this as 


High Tech 
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being much of a problem. Just schedule 
light varmint class matches only, and every- 
one is happy. 

At the Nationals, however, if one of the 
classes . . . most likely sporter class .. . is 
eliminated, some hard feeling would result. 
The most commonly heard change in the 
course of fire is to change to eight groups at 
each yardage in light and heavy varmint, 
and eliminate the sporter class. This is the 
present course of fire for the unlimited class 
at the NBRSA Nationals. 

The problems develop when you remove 
two opportunities for range aggregates and 
one grand aggregate at the Nationals level. 
Those who aspire to enter the Hall of Fame 
in particular do not like this plan. Shooters 
like to have lots of chances at winning. As 
far as the actual number of groups go, how- 
ever, they are increased by two. 

| hope my comments are of help and good 
luck in your new position as Assistant Edi- 
tor. 

Best regards, 

Dan Lilja 
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MERRILL MARTIN 


Dear Dave: 

Statistics are a wonderful thing — if you 
pay attention to them, that is. 

We finally sorted out a bunch of data ac- 
cumulated on our plain base cast bullets 
used in two rifles, the Miller and Ruger 30 
Cal. single shots. We had three molds of the 
same single groove 169 308 style, only dif- 
fering in the nose diameter. Also had the two 
groove 179 308. For each mold, we tried dif- 
ferent hardnesses and lubes, keeping the 
seating depth and powder charge the same. 
After accumulating a series of groups for 
each, we then started tabulating averages. 
One fact stuck out like a sore thumb — we 
now have to junk a few “improved” molds 
and buy new ones. Logic says the closer the 
bullet fits the throat and groove of the rifle, 
the better it should shoot. ’Tain’t so. I’ve got 
pages of figures to prove it. 

In fact, yesterday (June 26), Roger and | 
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went to the Modesto Schuetzen match and 
applied the results of our statistics. Be- 
tween us, we won all the bench matches — 
1st and 2nd places. 

In our statistics, one lube and one bullet 
stood out with no poor groups and an aver- 
age of .6” for over ten 5-shot groups in the 
testing. We beat that average yesterday at 
200 yards divided by two for minutes of 
angle and didn’t clean the barrel for the 
whole seventy rounds. There wasn’t a trace 
of leading, and it was 97° in the shade when 
you could find some. The Rooster SL-4 lube 
and the NEI 169-308 with a .302 nose and 
10 BHN hardness, plus the 1/16 P-wad was 
really great. This was the same size bullet 
used in our original Coors matches that we 
did so well in, but we tried to improve on it 
and goofed up. This lube beats the Texaco 
Taurak. 

Thus, a very subtle fact is being brought 
home regarding cast bullet dimensions and 
lubricants. It doesn’t take very much of a 
change to blow the group. Namely, the nose 
diameter on a two-diameter bullet, such as 
the NEI 169-308. We experimented by 
keeping and sizing the base bands the 
same size — .3095 — but having three 
molds different in the nose dimension — 
.305, .3035, .3025. Having a rifle with a .300 
bore and .308 groove and a bullet with the 
.305 nose exactly fitting the throat, one 
would think that would be the logical choice 
— wrong! That shot the largest group, no 
matter which hardness or lube. The .3035 
wasn’t bad, but the .3025 was “hands 
down” for several rifles. The best average 
seems to come when the bullet nose bumps 
up, or expands, in the throat and barrel. As 
long as the base bands and P-wad seal the 
gas, there are top accuracy results. Dr. 
Mann found out the same thing nearly 100 
years ago. Of course, he went for softer 
lead and exact bore diameter. For the pres- 
ent day fixed ammo, that hasn’t been the 
best combination so far with modern 
smokeless. 

There are some marvelous bullet lubri- 
cants on the market, but | suddenly became 
disenchanted with most of them on my first 
shoot on a hot day with an uncovered firing 
line. It was terribly embarassing as the lube 
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ran down the sides of the bullets and cases 
and actually blew bubbles around the case 
necks as the air in the cases warmed up. 
Just on principle, | refused to carry my bul- 
lets and loaded ammo in an ice chest as 
many do for hot shoots. Thus, my search for 
a high temperature lube and discovery of 
the Texaco Taurak. The Taurak feels about 
like Beeswax and Alox, sort of sticky but 
firm. Just don’t try to melt it — it takes over 
400°. To load or fill a lubrasizer, just peel off 
slices and stuff them down the tube. After 
successfully using the Taurak for several 
years, we discovered it is also watersoluble 
— really easy to clean up with water. Right 
then, | tried it in my black powder guns, and 
it worked great! One pass with a damp 
patch and the bore was clean; also, more 
shots without cleaning. The Texaco worked 
so well that my lube experiments were zilch 
for many years until my last bullet design, 
where the sticky characteristics became a 
pain as the lube pulled out of the grooves. 
Kind help from other shooters pointed to the 
Rooster line of lubes with their over 200°F 
melting point and less sticky surface. 
Rooster really does have something; 
groups are alittle tighter and longer runs be- 
tween cleaning. | just miss the water clean- 
up. You only have to match their lube num- 
ber to the task. 

Since black powder is messy anyway, the 
sticky Texaco still works there okay. 

My suspicion about need a lube with a 
drag to it was also met by Rooster, and test- 
ing is proceeding as to the possible accura- 
cy gain. At this point, we didn’t lose any. 

Let’s put this cast bullet BR shooting in 
proper perspective. CB-BR shooters are 
doing what the regular BR shooters would 
have to do if each BR shooter had to make 
his own jacketed bullets with few of the 
components available in the store. Boy, 
would the ranks of BR shooters diminish in a 
hurry. The winners would naturally be the 
present bullet makers. 

There are probably more steps in making 
a match-grade CB than a jacket equivalent. 
Too many people have tried to make it 
sound simple, but BR accuracy doesn’t 
come easy. 

Yours truly, 
Merrill D. Martin 
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Dear Dave, 

| recently returned from Camp Perry 
where | got to shoot with the “big boys”. Al- 
ways before, | have gone up the first week 
of August and fired the DCM matches, but 
this year | decided to try my hand at the NRA 
version. 

Turns out that the over-all quality of com- 
petitors is much higher. Even the kids shoot 
better, even though they are laboring under 
a real handicap. You see, a 16-year-old girl 
simply has no idea how difficult and de- 
manding and complex competitive 
highpower shooting is, so she goes out and 
fires a 198-11X at 600 yards with a 15-mph 
wind blowing across the range. One of 
these days, these kids will discover just how 
complicated it is and shoot down there with 
the rest of us. Sad. So sad. 

Shot some of my highest scores ever (a 
190 in a 200-yard sitting rapid-fire match) 
and my lowest (a 150 on the first morning's 
200-yard slow fire standing — talk about a 
bundle of nerves). Was on my way to firing a 
193-6X in a 300-yard rapid fire match when 
my rifle jammed on the ninth shot of the sec- 
ond string. Like an idiot, | failed to call an 
alibi; | cleared the round, fired the one re- 
maining, and, with five thumbs on my right 
hand, couldn’t get that last round cham- 
bered before the targets dropped. 

Can't blame the rifle — the old Garand 
cranked them out with a lot more precision 
than | am personally able to take advantage 
of, but | did get hot for about five minutes 
one day and fired six X’s in a row at 600 
yards. 

The real thrill was getting to shoot my first 
1,000-yard match. About two weeks before 
the match, | developed a gas-relief plug for 
the Garand that will permit it to fire as heavy 
a load as any bolt gun without danger of 
bending the operating rod, but did not have 
time to work up any loads with 180 or 190- 
grain bullets. Consequently, | was shooting 
some match-grade loads with Sierra 168- 
grain HPBT loaded by the Silhan Cartridge 
Company up in New York (they are appar- 
ently now out of business). A client who 
deals in such things gave me a full case of 
the stuff, so | couldn’t justify putting togeth- 
er handloads for my level of skill. 

Went to the Porter Trophy match with my 
pile of gear and slung those things down 
range at about 2,550 fps. Bad mistake. 
Seems that out about 800-900 yards, the 
bullet goes subsonic and gets pretty unsta- 
ble (not that my shooting would demon- 
strate it.) Some other people there were ob- 
viously using the same load, because down 
in the pits, we could hear the 180’s and 
190’s crack over, and then comes this frail 
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BUDDY SALYER 


"as the 
168’s went by below the speed of sound. 
Have to admit they sounded just like the ric- 
ochets in the old “B” westerns we used to 
watch at the Alamo Theater on Saturday af- 
ternoon. 

Since it was my first time at 1,000 yards, 
and since | had only been able to sight the 
load in at 100 yards (45 inches high — the 
silly things top out at about 14 feet at 650 
yards), | was nervous as hell. Ran around 
the night before asking everyone for advice. 
The only memorable thing | could recall the 
next morning came from Don Frenzl, presi- 
dent of the Kentucky Rifle and Pistol Associ- 
ation: “Son, the first time you hit paper at 
1,000 yards, it will feel like your first orgasm. 
Nothing else like it in the world.” 

So, my first sighter hit the berm about five 
feet low and four feet right. My scoring part- 
ner, Harvey Pennington, picked it up on the 
scope and | adjusted. Fired my second shot 
and the target went down and came back 
up with an “8”. Now you know what hap- 
pened to me right there on the firing line at 
Camp Perry. | looked around, but don’t 
think anyone noticed. Little embarrassing. 
But Don was right. Talked to one fellow who 
fired 27 sighters before he finally connected, 
so for him | suppose the earth moved. 

Had two misses that morning. About my 
fourteenth shot, | was exhausted and 
turned on my back for a short rest. Rolled 
back over and fired a “miss”. Seems | hadn’t 
looked in the scope and the mirage had re- 


versed 180 degrees in that time. One other 
miss, but suspect that | may have cross- 
fired. By that time, | was sweating badly and 
my eyes were blurring, so | was having trou- 
ble even seeing the targets. 

What's all this coming to? Well, | have de- 
cided to build the definitive 1,000-yard 
match rifle. Something that will possess 
every characteristic that will minimize, as far 
as possible, the shooter’s lack of talent. 
Short of a rail gun. Essentially, | am looking 
for a load that will be the least affected by 
wind and which will penalize the shooter the 
least for failure to accurately dope mirage. 

At the moment, | am attracted to the Sier- 
ra 7mm 168-grain BTHP. That sucker has a 
ballistics coefficient of .636, exceeded only 
by the 220-grain BTHP at .655. Hell, those 
two almost gain speed going down range. 
Seems to me that if | stuck one of those 
things in something like the 7mm Mashburn 
Super Magnum and pushed it to about 
3,250 fps, | should be able to beat the shoot- 
ers on the 10 firing points either side of me. 
Pretty hard to shoot calmly when your 
neighbor’s gun is raising you two feet off the 
ground every time he pulls the trigger. 

| am still rolling this over in my head, but 
will keep you updated as the project pro- 
gresses. There will be some unusual ideas 
come out of this endeavor. | mean, like, who 
ever heard of a Savage benchrest action? 
Shortly, | will tell you why this came about. 

Bud 
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RICK HORNBECK 


PRODUCTS 


GERACI CASE PREPARATION. You have 
undoubtably seen Don Geraci’s ad in these 
pages for prepared PPC cases. This service 
is offered to those who require cases ready 
and prepared for shooting. Just add primer, 
powder, and bullet; you’re ready to go, and 
go first class. Some lack the capability, for 
one reason or another, to prepare cases 
properly for match level shooting. It could be 
a lack of the proper equipment, experience, 
confidence or whatever. With the shortage 
of PPC cases at present, they are just about 
worth their weight in gold (platinum per- 
haps?), and the last thing you want to do is 
ruin good, new PPC cases today. Your 
friends would probably lynch you, just on 
the general principle of the thing. 

| asked Don to make me up some cases 
for the 6PPC with necks turned to .0095”. 
They arrived promptly, and after checking 
them out, | found that they were indeed 
ready for shooting in a match. A new shoot- 
er, going to his first match, has at least one 
thing less to worry about if he has Geraci 
prepared cases. 

Don’s procedures are passed on here to 
make the point that if there is something that 
he has overlooked, some base that he has 
not touched . . . I'll be darned if | know what 
it is. First, the case necks are chamfered, 
and then expanded to fit the required case 
neck turning mandrel. Don uses carbide 
mandrells, as furnished by Jim Greenawalt, 
to minimize galling. The cases are neck 
turned to the requested neck thickness, and 
that figure is established half way between 
the case end and the shoulder. The case 
neck will have a .0001 taper when complet- 
ed. I'll just bet you that the case neck turner 
in use is a JACO. The case is then fire 
formed, and the neck is sized with a .256 
bushing for the 6PPC case, before yet an- 
other fire forming, then a second neck turn- 
ing (at the same setting as before), to elimi- 
nate the results of any fire forming brass 
flow. Primer pockets are given attention, 
with pockets uniformed to a standard 
depth, and the flash holes are chamfered 
and sized. Finally the cases are all trimmed 
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to a 1.485” uniform length, and are cham- 
fered inside and out. The finished product is 
as perfect as can be had. 

Minimum order size is twenty cases. Al- 
ways give the caliber and the neck thick- 
ness desired when ordering. If you don’t 
know that thickness, seek the advice of the 
gentleman who chambered the barrel. 
Often this thickness is stamped on the bar- 
rel, which is the way it should be. The cost 
per case is $2.00, and does not include the 
cost of the case, which can be supplied at 
50¢ apiece. Contact Don Geraci, 4404 
Duke Street, Metairie, La. 70001. Phone 
number is (504) 454-2623. 


WICK’S CLEANING JAGS. While at the 
Super Shoot someone asked me if | had 
seen the cleaning jags that a fellow was sell- 
ing in a corner of the loading area. | shortly 
thereafter looked him up, and met Dave 
Wick. | purchased a 6mm jag, and gave it a 
try. Went right back to Dave, sort of immedi- 
ately, and got one of his .224 jags. These 
are made the way that a jag should be 
made. 

As we use different cleaning patches we 
learn quick enough that not all are created 
equal . . . a function primarily of thickness, 
but also of size and shape. One patch you 
can push down the bore with your little fin- 
ger, and the next one is good for a double 
hernia and a crosseyed condition for the 
rest of the weekend. The editor is real great 
at this. Usually he’s thinking about some- 
thing else when he should be paying atten- 
tion to how he places the patch on his jag. . . 
and a minute or two later .. . there’s four 
guys pulling on the cleaning rod, four guys 
pulling on the rifle . . . all mumbling, through 
gritted teeth, unkind things about his family 
tree, and his intelligence level, when com- 
pared to, say, a rock. 

I've made up a number of jags over the 
years to help with this variation-in- 
thickness-problem, and | have a tool box full 
of them. Mr. Wick seems to have solved the 
problem. His jags have worked well with 
every patch that I’ve tried them with. 


Dave Wick has coded each jag as to cali- 
ber. There are rings cut around the shank; 
one ring indicates .17 caliber, two rings for 
.224 caliber, three rings for 6mm, etc. What 
really makes this a heck of a jag is that it is 
made for just about any cleaning rod and 
thread that you could think of. They can be 
made to screw directly onto the rod, or onto 
the rod adapter. 

Each jag is made to individual order. The 
front of the jag sports a short, pointed length 
of music wire to hold the patch in place while 
adding bore cleaner. It is not really a good 
idea to get that stuff all over your hands... . 
by absorption it does less-than-great things 
to certain parts of your body that your doc- 
tor will tell you that you need, and can’t do 
without ... no matter how immortal you 
may personally feel. The fine point is also a 
great aid in getting the patch started into the 
cleaning guide as well as the bore. 

When ordering, give the caliber required, 
the make of the rod, and if you want it set up 
for the rod thread, or its adapter. The priceis 
$7.50 per jag. Order from Dave Wick, 1504 
Michigan Ave., Columbus, Indiana 47201. 


BALD EAGLE MACHINE. It was back in 
November of 1987 that we first reported on 
the Bald Eagle front rest here in the PS 
pages. These stands are turning up more 
and more at the matches, indicative of their 
rather quick acceptance by the benchrest 
clan. At Super Shoot | stopped by the load- 
ing bench or Bill Gebhardt, the honcho of 
Bald Eagle . . . and got my first look at the 
new top that will fit the original pedestal. 
This new top is called the deluxe top; the 
original is called the standard top. The stan- 
dard is designed for the Bill Forrester type 
sand bag. The deluxe top is basically the 
same as the Sinclair model 86 top, but made 
of aluminum rather than tool steel, in keep- 
ing with the Gebhardt rest. The new top has 
an adjustable forend stop made of alumi- 
num and nylon. This rest top is designed 
with the number three wide owl ear front 
bag, and will also accept the number one 
and two models as well. You will find that it 
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adds very little weight to the basic pedestal. 

Connie and | have each used the new top, 
and we agree that the rifle rides the bag just 
great. She likes the lighter weight of the 
Bald Eagle, and now that a forend stop is 
available, she is as happy as the proverbial 
pig in mud. This keeps my prophecy record 
at 100 per cent with Mr. Gebhardt; | told him 
previously that if he would add a forend stop 
... [knew where he could sell one . . . like, 
immediately. 

The deluxe top is $47.50 for those who 
want to change the original rest. A complete 
front rest with the deluxe top is $184.00. An 
additional mariner wheel is $15.00. Contact 
Bald Eagle Precision Machine Company, 
101 Allison Street, Lock Haven, Pa. 17745. 
Phone (717) 748-6772. 

Every now and then some innocent soul, 
new to the game, casually asks us what 
front rest is the best. 

Lessee ... at the moment ... | have a 
Wichita front rest with four different tops. 
The original Wichita, with a number three 
sand bag; a top with a Forrester type bag, 
both the early model bag as well as the lat- 
est; the Sinclair model 86 with a number 
three bag; and another standard top for the 
Wichita with the number one bag (which is 
designed for the narrow, hunting type rifle 
forend). We have the Bald Eagle with both 
type tops. We have a Hart front rest with a 
number three bag installed at the moment, 
as well as the Forrester bag. All these tops, 
when used with a match rifle, or any other 
rifle with a three inch forearm, will give you 
top flight results when properly adjusted, 
and the bag well powdered. It seems to me 
to be comparable to the question of why 
some of us drive Fords, and some drive 
Chevys. The tops designed for the 
Forrester type bag (Hart, Bald Eagle), or the 
number three bag (Bald Eagle, Hart, and the 
Wichita with the Sinclair top) are my first 
choice; Connie flat out requires a forend 
stop. If you are shopping, look them all over; 
you'll find one that you really like. In the front 
stand department, the shooter never had it 
as good as he does these days! 


ACCUBORE. During the past several 
months we have been using a bore cleaner 
from RTI Research Ltd. of Vancouver, Can- 
ada. It’s called “Accubore’”. 

As with any bore cleaner that | want to 
give a good workout, | promptly dispatched 
myself off to Bill Monell’s (Monell Custom 
Guns) where there is always a good supply 
of customer’s guns that need gunsmithing 
attention of one sort or another. And ... 
since the average shooter, the man-in-the- 
street, knows as much about keeping a bar- 
rel properly clean. . .as he knows about the 
love life of amoebae ... there’s always a 
bunch of barrels to experiment with (for 
cleaning purposes anyway) to my heart’s 
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The Bald Eagle front rest. 


content. | sent a bottle off to Seely Masker, 
and another to Fred Sinclair. (Editor: jeez, 
Rick . . .was that you? I called for Seely yes- 
terday, and Marge told me that he couldn’t 
come to the phone . . . he had been in the lit- 
tle boys room all day, with the door locked, 
and moaning like a dinosaur giving birth. 
She kept pounding on the door, and 
screaming “Seely, are you all right?”, fol- 
lowed by more moaning and thrashing 
around noises. | asked her if possibly he had 
some sort of food poisoning possibly. All 
she could think of was that someone had 
sent him some small bottle of liquor ... 
“small, like they have for sale on the air- 
lines.” Seely didn’t recognize the brand 
name ... but it came out of Canada. Now 
Canada turns out a good rye whiskey. 
Somehow | just gather that Seely drank it. 
Rick, please call Sinclair. Ask Becky how 
Fred is.) 

After going through a number of rifles, Bill 
and | found that Accubore did a good job on 
powder fouling and a dandy job on copper. If 
used to clean as often as bench rest com- 
petitors are accustomed to cleaning ... it 
will keep up with copper even if a barrel has 


THE BOB PEASE 
COLLECTIONS, 


are spiral bound booklets on accuracy rifle shoot- 
ing. Written expressly to help guide you on bed- 
ding, accurizing, case preparation, neck turning, 
rifle preparation, scoping, loading and shooting 
techniques for rifle accuracy. All three Volumes 


have been revised, fully indexed and provided 
with Tables of Contents. Vol. I, Vol. II, and Vol. III 
are $6.00 each plus $1 first class postage per vol- 
ume. ALL THREE booklets together are $20 by 
FIRST CLASS mail. Bob Pease Accuracy, POB 
310787, New Braunfels, TX 78131-0787. 


an accumulation problem. 

Connie and | have used Accubore at the 
last several matches, and have found it to 
do a first class job. As with any bore cleaner 
that works on copper well, if it is introduced 
inside the bore with a bronze brush, you will 
find copper indications on the following 
patch. If you want to ascertain if the bore is 
really free of copper, several wet patches 
will remove that copper left behind by the 
brush, and give a true indication if any cop- 
per remains behind. 

In a neglected bore, after initial cleaning 
and brushing, Accubore should be given 
some time to do its work. Sections of both 
chrome-moly and stainless steel were wet 
down and allowed to stand in a humid atmo- 
sphere for an extended period of several 
weeks and | found no indications of bore 
damage. | want to add . . . keep it off stock 
finish! 

Accubore can currently be obtained from 
RTI Research Ltd., P.O. Box 48300, Bentall 
Three Tower, Vancouver, B.C., Canada 
V7X 1A1. The price is $6.00 plus shipping 
and handling for a 4 oz. bottle. Dealer inquir- 
ies are invited. 


DAVIDSON PRODUCTS 
FOR SHOOTERS 


Action sleeves, barrel changers, bolt plugs. 
Bases for Kelbly rings, seating 
depth checkers. 

Send for brochure of these 
and other items. 


A.L. DAVIDSON 
2020 Huntington Dr. 
Las Cruces, N.M. 88001 


Dear Frank, 

| read your letter (in the July issue) with in- 
terest. | note that the editor gave you forty 
three kinds of wise ad-lib comments 
throughout. Chin up; he’s been doing that to 
me for years now. And for some strange 
reason, | keep coming back for more. The 
problem is that he has the last say before it 
goes to the printer. This makes arguing with 
him a hard job to win! 

You mention both the .22-250 and the 
.220 Swift. | have a pair of customers for 
whom | have set up rifles in both calibers. 
One of them is Dave Petzal (of Field and 
Stream magazine), and the other is Jesse 
Deyo, of Newburgh, New York. Jesse has 
chronographed both. He says that, with 
52-53 grain bullets the best he gets from the 
.22-250 is 3400-3500 f.p.s., while the Swift 
will reach the 3800 level without doing any- 
thing radical. Very often velocity and accu- 
racy do not go hand-in-hand, but both these 
shooters tell me that their Swift is the more 
accurate of the two in all their testing. 

No, Seely will not try to pull the wool over 
your eyes re the 6 SM Wasp. The 6x225 
Winchester can be found in P.O. Ackley’s 


Handbook, Volume Il, page 146. (Editor: 
how come you tell him the truth, but you told 
Maretzo and | that long story about an angel 
from heaven walking through the wall of 
your shop, handing you a chamber drawing, 
and disappearing in a puff of smoke? You 
told Greenawalt that it came to you in a vi- 
sion ... you dug where the Voice told you 
— twenty feet west of the rangemaster’s 
seat at Pine Tree and there was the cham- 
bering reamer, already marked “6 SM 
Wasp”. You told Charlie Fountaine . . . well, 
never mind.) 

My first idea for the 6 SM Wasp came 
about at Super Shoot V, when | met Harvey 
Miller. Quite a while ago, it seems. Harvey 
called his case the 6 MCR (Miller Custom 
Rifles). 

You asked for “no theories”, so this is not 
exactly a theory. Any cartridge that is in any 
sort of usage in the sport of benchrest will 
make a darn good varmint cartridge. It’s just 
a question of how fast you want the bullet to 
go, and how far down the road you want to 
kill varmints. If you want to go beyond 400 
yards, forget the .22s. There was a few 
years when | was shooting them with a .243 
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SEELY MASKER 


on 


VARMINT CARTRIDGES 


or 


A Letter to Frank Macune 


Winchester, .257 Roberts, .270 Winches- 
ter, and a 6mm International. (Editor: Jeez, 
what a war-monger, huh?). By far and away 
the .243 Winchester was best for long 
range. | did cheat a bit perhaps, by using 
100-105 grain bullets. | could get that .243 
to group %” or better at times .. . using a 
load of 44.0 grains of H4831 with the 100 
grain bullets. The lighter bullets just plain will 
not do the job at the long ranges. 

Of course extra care is needed to avoid 
ricochets. Even more of a problem can be 
the noise element, when you open up the 
hostilities with your first shot of the day with 
Big Bertha. . . and twelve cows have cardi- 
ac arrest over on the lower forty, and the 
farmer’s wife heads for the bomb shelter on 
the dead run, while the farmer is on the 
phone to the Pentagon, wanting to know 
when they started underground testing in 
the next valley over. 

Getting back to the 6 SM Wasp, Peter 
Pfluke is now going for his third heavy bench 
barrel for his rail gun. Pete has had two sec- 
ond place finishes at Dunhams Bay with 
that rig, and on at least one of the two, he 
lost the grand agg by only a few thou- 
sandths. 

The Wasp is a good choice for either the 
6mm or .224 based bullet. Back in the days 
when Harvey was dreaming up the Wasp 
wildcat the .224 was king, and the 6mm vir- 
tually did not exist. | wonder which bore size 
he would select today? 

My 6mm Wasp is a bit different in some 
respects. The one reamer will cut either a 
6x225 (full length .225) chamber, or the 6 
SM Wasp (the case has the neck length of 
the .225 Winchester, which is shorter than 
the neck length of the classic .219 Don- 
aldson Wasp). The reamer | have cuts a 30 
degree shoulder, so the 6x225 version 
should properly be called the 6x225x30. 

The 6 SM Wasp case has nearly the 
exact same capacity as the 6PPC. My rea- 
son for tooling up for the 6 SM Wasp goes 
back to past shortages of PPC brass; alittle 
unpleasantness that is upon us nowaday, 
as you might have noticed. 
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Peter Pfluke has been testing his rail gun 
in a 100 yard tunnel, with the 6 SM Wasp 
formed from three different base cases. At 
this point in his testing the results indicate 
that the large primer case is slightly better 
than the small primer case. To wit... 

.225 Winchester case, 


22 five shot groups .238 agg 
.30 American case, 

65 five shot groups .258 agg 
.30-30 case, 

123 five shot groups .241 agg 


| haven’t done any live varmint shooting 
for a few years now. When | did, my hunting 
was done in Washington County, New York 
State. Near small little towns with names 
like Hebron, Cambridge, Salem, and Tip La- 
dy’s Crossing. When | first started shooting 
in this area it was no trick at all to wear outa 
riffle barrel in a single year. | have a photo of 
23 chucks, all shot from one spot in one af- 
ternoon, without moving. (Editor: good 
gravy, they must have been attacking your 
spot in suicide waves, huh?). The closest 
shot taken that day was 300 yards. While 
we were shooting, the farmer and his wife 
came up and sat with us (Editor: Seely, is 
this the start of a “farmer's daughter” 
joke?). They were pleased, and a little 
amazed at our shooting. (Editor: and they 
were smart enough to realize that the only 
safe spot on their nice little farm that day 
was standing right next to you). It was a 
very pleasant afternoon (Editor: not if you 
were a woodchuck, it wasn’t). 

There are dozens of such stories | could 
tell, but I'm running out of steam. (Editor: 
here, have a Bud). The type of shooting 
such as | have described is, sadly, a thing of 
the past. That’s why | took up benchrest 
shooting. Now | sit at a bench, and punch a 
lot of holes in paper, without much moving 
around. 

It’s not as much fun as chuck shooting, 
but it’s alot easier. And | have more compa- 
ny, and it is fine, distinguished and helpful 
company. 

You can quit live varmint shooting any 
time of the day that you are so inclined. It’s 
not so easy to quit a benchrest match. (Edi- 
tor: | disagree; you simply have not prac- 
ticed the movement enough. I’ve got it 
down pat, myself). If you have equipment 
trouble someone will be found to loan you 
what you need, be it rifle, scope, bullets, 
whatever. (Editor: | see what you mean. 
Whenever you had a stuck case, for in- 
stance, no woodchuck ever popped up with 
a cleaning rod, right? They are, as you say, 
rather unfriendly). 

Hope you can read my letter all right, 
Frank. | left a little room for Dave to add a 
few words, if he is so minded. (Editor: it is 
not the policy of PS magazine to add wise 
remarks to our columnist’s articles). 

Seely Masker 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Dave: 

After a brief, but intense bit of fright that 
you caused by your announcement of resig- 
nation as editor of PS, | along with many 
others as | see by the PS news, want to add 
my thanks for hanging in there. As you aptly 
put it from time to time, we would have been 
diminished. 

You asked in the July 1988 issue of PS for 
reader reaction to Frank McCune’s (anoth- 
er good Scotsman clan) proposal of adding 
a “factory stock” event to the benchrest 
matches. | think it is an excellent idea! Com- 
petitiveness, to my way of thinking, should 
not be limited to the affluent. Too many of 
our shooting games have transgressed 
from affordable (factory or semi-custom) 
firearms to large investments in custom 
weapons, in testimonium take the silhou- 
ette game as example, for that matter the 
benchrest game. Certainly, there is nothing 
wrong with this. In fact, as you well know, 
advancements in our firearms industry have 
been nearly a direct result of these highly 
customized, extremely accurate firearms. 
Although I’m a strong proponent of “ex- 
treme rifle accuracy”, it’s not all the game 
however. 

Over the past 25 or so years, through 
minor equipment tuning, utilization of accu- 
racy ammunition loading techniques, and 
lots of shooting (as you'll have no doubt), 
I’ve gotten all of my rifles to group under 1 
minute fairly consistently. In fact, if | can’t 
get the rifle to shoot 1/2 minute, it’s gone 
from my rack. About a year ago, after send- 
ing back to Remington a 22-250 Varminter 
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from H-S Precision 


After two years of tough NBRSA and IBS competition, H-S Precision’s new 10X cut-rifled 
barrels have proven that they are the finest cut-rifled barrels (maybe the finest barrels — 


for a complete catalog. Dealers include a Re 


700 BDL which had shot out the throat in 
less than 300 rounds, Jim Stekl hand picked 
a replacement 700 Varminter in .222R that 
still shoots in the 3’s after some 3000 eradi- 
cated prairie dogs; and this is done with no 
modifications except to pillar bed and of 
course use the best loading techniques. | 
have other examples, such as a .280 Ackley 
Imp. that will shoot under an inch at 200 
yds., but | won’t go into the details as that is 
not the purpose of this letter. What these 
examples do hopefully show is one per- 
son’s interest in “extreme rifle accuracy” 
and indicate a need for a place in the PS to 
gain knowledge for this class of shooting in- 
terest. We certainly don’t get it in the Ameri- 
can Rifleman any more. Nor, in any of the 
other shooting rags, except maybe the two 
Wolfes Publishing mags. | agree with Mr. 
McCune, there are other forms of life be- 
sides the PPC. | would be happy to provide 
information to an article sometime. 

For a real challenge in rifle accuracy and 
competition try lead alloy cast bullets and 
Schuetzen shooting. It’s tough and not for 
the faint hearted. And, it’s certainly not for 
those who only want to buy a rifle, load up a 
standard, somewhat boring load and go out 
and punch a .2 inch group or shoot a 250- 
15x. | thank Merrill Martin for all of his great 
work in this area of cast bullet shooting. | en- 
courage you to include more of the same — 
from other sources? 

Richard McQuisten 
1706 Symons 
Laramie, Wy. 82070 


secus 
wees PERRY 


MORTON 


WALT BERGER 


These Champions use 10X barrels: Hall of Fame member Perry Morton was 1987 Benchrest 
Shooter of the Year, won NBRSA Nationals LV and 2-gun, IBS Nationals LV and 3-gun. Lowell 
Frei won the Arizona State 3-gun, 1986 NBRSA Nationals 3- and 4-gun, and Southwest 
Regionals 3-gun. Hall of Fame member Walt Berger won the Arizona State Sporter, Visalia 
International — including a .1342 100-yard aggregate. 

Our proprietary bore reamer design and reaming process, combined with our exclusive 
10X cut-rifling design, yields barrels with the finish of button rifled barrels, combined with 
the superior stability and outstanding barrel life of cut-rifled barrels. H-S Precision 10X bar- 
rels, because of their unique design, reduce gas leakage around the bullet, reduce bullet 
upset and reduce fouling. Perry, Lowell and Walt demand the best, shouldn't you? 


SPECIAL — Fluted Max HV Barrels, 24”, 5%# — $275.00 


FOR 
& H-S Precision, Inc. 

a 112 N. Summit, P.O. Box 512 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
602-445-0607 
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“BREAKING IN” A BARREL 


July 23, 1988 


To: A dozen benchrest shooters 
A half-dozen barrel makers 


Re: “breaking in” a barrel 


Gentlemen, 


Acouple of recent articles or letters in our pages on the dim, misty, and fog shrouded practice 
of “breaking in” anew rifle barrel has drawn a bunch of letters coming inhere . . . fromincredu- 
lous readers .. . asking . . . “do | really have to go through all this gosh awful work???” 


So! thought that | would go to the successful shooter (plus John Gammuto, who we all agree 
. . . tries hard) to get the opinion of the man on the street . . . vox populi, as it were. And | figure 
we should approach a few barrel makers, to see what they have for opinions on the mat- 


ter. 


Gentlemen... 


DO YOU FEEL THAT SOME METHOD OF “BARREL BREAK IN” IS DESIRABLE? 


WHAT METHOD (IF ANY) DO YOU USE? 


IS A BARREL BREAK IN MORE DESIRABLE ON SOME TYPES THAN ON OTHERS... 
SUCH AS CUT RIFLED VERSUS BUTTON RIFLED? 


WHAT ARE YOUR REASONS FOR OPINIONS IN THIS AREA? 


We will of course run your opinions in a good sized PS article. 


As always, thanks for your help. 


Kind regards, 


Dave Brennan 
Editor 


) NOW AVAILABLE 


DIRECT FROM SHILEN 


Competition shooters can now ob- 
tain 6-groove stainless steel SE- 
LECT MATCH GRADE BARRELS IN 
ALL SP/LV and HV contours. Be sure 
to specify 6-groove or 8-groove when 
inquiring or ordering. 


Complete barrel specifications and 
prices - $1.00 


SHILEN RIFLES, INC. 


205 Metro Park Blvd. 
Ennis, TX 75119 
(214) 875 5318 


KELBLY, INC. 


Manufacturers of - - - - 


— the Stolle Panda, 
Polar, Kodiak, and 
Teddy Actions 


— fiberglass stocks 


— Kelbly scope rings 


We also provide a wide range of gun- 
smithing services, including chamber- 
ing and complete rifles. 


7222 Dalton Fox Lake Road 
No. Lawrence, Ohio 44666 
(216) 683-4674 


DON NIELSON 


MICRO-SET NECK TURNER 
(Precision Shooting Nov. 1987) 


WIND FLAGS 
(Several Styles) 


DON NIELSON 
20456 Hart St. 
Canoga Park, CA 91306 


(818) 883-5866 Evenings 
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TONY BOYER 


Dear Dave 

Here is how | break in a new barrel. | al- 
ways use 20 cases with a new barrel. | fire 
form those 20 cases before | clean the barrel 
for the first time. 

When | clean | use a patch wet with 
Hoppes first, to push out some of the pow- 
der fouling. Then | brush the barrel with a so- 
lution put together by myself. It’s nothing 
exotic; 2/3 Hoppes No. 9 Plus, and 1/3 
Hoppes. Brush the barrel approximately 
10-15 times with this. Then | JB the barrel 
with a couple of patches, looking for signs of 
copper on the patches. If no copper signs 
appear then | again brush with my Hoppes 
mixture 6-8 times, and dry out the barrel 
with two or three patches. Then | put A 
COUPLE OF DROPS of my Hoppes mix- 
ture on a patch and run it through the barrel 
... to put a little lubrication in there. Pat 
McMillan advised me to do this when Pat 
and Gale built my first rifle. Pat said that a 
small amount of lubrication in the barrel 
would help to keep the barrel from fouling. 

| then load up 20 rounds, and shoot them 
through the barrel, in 3 or 5 shot groups. | 
start with 3 shots, and if | get them in one 
hole | will load up 2 more with the same load 
and try to get them to go through the same 
hole. After each 20 rounds | clean the barrel 
as I’ve outlined above, but | do not use JB 
... unless the barrel showed signs of cop- 
per on my first JB usage . . . then | will use it 
again. If the barrel showed no signs of cop- 
per on the first JB application, then | will use 
it about every 60 rounds (instead of 20). | 
use this as a set routine until | get a load 
worked up for the new barrel. 

Dave, in the last 4 years | have had very 
little copper fouling problems with the bar- 
rels that | have been using, when they were 
new. Indeed I can only remember three bar- 
rels over this period of time that had a foul- 
ing problem to start off with. 

| still JB my barrels and Faye’s barrels 
after every agg. In 1988 | only cleaned our 
barrels after every other group at the match- 
es. If we double up on our rail gun (10 shot 
groups), then | will clean it after every match. 
If a barrel starts to foul after it has a goodly 
number of rounds through it . . . but it is still 
shooting well enough to suit Faye and me 
. .. then | will just settle down to having to JB 
it after every group. 

Dave, some of what my personal beliefs 
are, on this subject are going to be regarded 
as pretty controversial. You will probably 
catch hell if you print some of this, and I'll 
certainly understand if you do not. (Editor: 
Me, miss a good argument?). | personally 
believe that when you receive a button rifled 
barrel from the maker, if it was lapped cor- 
rectly by the maker, you will not have to go 
through a break-in procedure to keep the 
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barrel from fouling. | think these procedures 
are merely finishing the lapping of the barrel, 
and that should have been done by the 
maker before he shipped the barrel. | have 
never shot a cut-rifled barrel, so | cannot 
comment on them. 


LOWELL FREI 


Dear Dave 

When | started benchrest shooting, about 
seven or eight years ago, Harold Broughton 
advised me to clean a new barrel after every 
shot for 20 rounds or so. Now that’s a lot of 
time-consuming work when you're all excit- 
ed over the possibility that this new barrel 
just may be THE barrel that you've been 
looking for all your life . . . THE barrel that is 
going to shoot you into The Hall ... and 
prossibly put your face on Wheaties boxes 
across the land. As a result, in the early days 
of my shooting career, to tell the gospel 
truth ... when breaking in a new barrel. . .| 
became real poor at mathematics . . . my in- 
ability to count to 20 would have absolutely 
astonished you. Funny, the next day, in the 
business world, | could count to 20 just 
fine! 

The value of “breaking in” a new barrel 
never hit home for me until Seely’s article in 
PS a couple of years ago. What an eye 
opener! Since then | have behaved myself 
with a little self-discipline when breaking ina 
new barrel. Sweets has also made this 
much quicker and easier. 

Of course breaking in a new barrel and 
fire-forming cases are done at the same 
time. One shot, and then clean with 
Shooter’s Choice until the powder fouling is 
all out of the barrel. Then follow with patch- 
es wet with Sweets until all copper traces 
are gone. As many Sweets patches as it 
takes to do the job. Follow with a patch wet 
with Shooters Choice, and one or two dry 
patches. Shoot, and repeat the process. 

Most of today’s quality barrels will stop 
copper fouling after 3 to 7 rounds. When | 
reach the point where | no longer get any 
signs of copper, | start shooting 3 shot 
groups. If things are still okay | go up to 5 
shot groups, and fire no more than 5 shots 
(without cleaning) for the first 50 shots of a 
barrel’s career. It seems to me that using 
this method of breaking in the barrel stops 
fouling sooner, and once they stop fouling 
they never foul again, assuming that the 
shooter cleans the barrel carefully after 
each firing, and limits those firings to an ab- 
solute maximum of 15 rounds. 

Since the cut rifled barrel makers have 
started lapping their barrels | do not find any 
difference in break in time between cut rifled 
and button rifled barrels. 

| feel that proper breaking in of a match 
barrel is important to the early life of the bar- 
rel (it will start shooting well sooner), and it 
prolongs barrel life as well. 


HOWIE LEVY 


Dear Dave 

Being a man of few words (Editor: start- 
ing when?) I'll keep my remarks brief. 

1.) Barrel break in. Yes, | feel that break- 
ing in a barrel properly ... as opposed to 
just going out there the first day and blazing 
away happily . . . is darn important. 

2.) What method. | fire one shot, and then 
clean with Shooters Choice solvent . . . ten 
times. | then move up to two shots, and re- 
peat that ten times, with the same cleaning 
methods employed after each two shots. 

3.) | have no opinion on whether proper 
break in is more important for cut rifled or for 
button rifled barrels. | would use the same 
break in procedure for either. 

4.) Reasons. As far as | can tell, ALL 
brand new barrels will copper foul. Some 
will foul more, some will foulless. . . but all of 
them will foul to some degree. They should 
be cleaned often during break in . . . other- 
wise you have copper fouling . . . then you 
add some powder fouling on top of that... 
then you fire another shot . . .and put some 
new copper fouling on top of the powder 
fouling . . . and you may recall that the pow- 
der fouling was on top of previous copper 
fouling. As more bullets go through the 
bore, they sort of “iron” all that mess into the 
lands and grooves ... and it’s the devil's 
own row to hoe to get that mess out of 
there. 

Either way ... you have your choice. 
Spend an hour, when the barrel is new, 
breaking it in properly . . . or spend a lot of 
time, over the life of the barrel, laboring to 
get the copper out of that little stinker. Your 
choice, either way! 


Continued on next page 


Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels 
BENCHREST PROVEN 


Lilja Precision Rifle Barrels have begun the 1987 
Benchrest season with excellent results, winning in the 
following major tournaments: 
Cactus Classic, Phoenix, AZ, 
Light Varmint class 100 yd aggregate 
Gulf Coast Regional Unlimited class, New Braunfels, TX 
200 yd and grand aggregate 
¢ Crawfish Invitational, Lafayette, LA 
Light varmint 200 yd and grand aggregate, Heavy varmint 
200 yd aggregate 
¢ Southwest Regional Unlimited, Phoenix AZ 
100 yd, 200 yd, and grand aggregate 
¢ Super Shoot 15, No. Lawrence, OH 
Light varmint 200 yd, Light varmint grand aggregate 
Two gun grand aggregate 
¢ NBRSA Nationals, Charlotte, NC 
Unlimited class 100 yd aggregate 
¢ NBRSA Nationals, Charlotte, NC 
Light varmint class 200 yd aggregate 
IBS Hunter Nationals, Weikert, PA 
100 yd aggregate and grand aggregate 


Lilja barrels are available in target and sporting contours 
in stainless and chrome moly steel. For more informa- 
tion contact: Lilja Precision Barrels, Inc., Daniel 
Lilja, P.O. Box 372, Plains, MT 59859 (406) 826- 
3084 
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“BREAKING IN” A BARREL 


Continued 


JOHN GAMMUTO 


Any discussion that takes place today re- 
garding barrels needs to begin with the sub- 
ject of steel. A long and technical disserta- 
tion on things like stress, plasticity, erosion, 
tensile strength, etc., hardly seems neces- 
sary when all the average guy wants to 
know is, is it going to shoot or not? I’d also 
be willing to bet that we are all shooting bar- 
rel steel made by the same people, the Cru- 
cible Steel Company. When was the last 
time you heard a barrelmaker claim to be 
using a better grade of steel than the next 
guy? Not in along, long time. If your favorite 
barrelmaker buys a good lot of barrel steel 
from a jobber, and applies all of his skill and 
technical expertise in the drilling and rifling 
of the barrel, he is going to have good bar- 
rels for sale. If he should get his hands on a 
bad lot of steel, you are not going to be 
pleased with his product, even though he 
has applied the same level of skill. 

A barrelmaker can tell right away, or at 
least be willing to venture a guess, whether 
a piece of steel is going to have a tendency 
to shoot or not. He knows this by the way 
the steel machines. Does it cut easily and 
uniformly, is it too hard, are there inclusions, 
or hard/soft pockets in the grain of the 
steel? These are all indicators that an ex- 
perienced barrelman has trained himself to 
look for. None of the barrelmakers | do busi- 
ness with knowingly sells inferior product to 
anyone. The match grade barrels as pro- 
duced and sold by today’s custom 
barrelmakers are the best they have ever 
been and there are more of them being pro- 
duced every year. 

I'll bet you’re reading this and saying to 
yourself, yah but what about that last bug- 
ger | bought that wasn’t worth *@%$$#? 
Where did it come from? Before you blame 
anyone consider the following and be cer- 
tain in your own mind that you didn’t start 
out with a good barrel and turn it into a “jun- 
ker” yourself. 

First, | believe a barrel must be broken in 
properly to achieve optimum performance 
and maintain that level for a reasonable peri- 
od of time. | won’t even attempt to define 
“reasonable”. | have had barrels that 
seemed to be shot out after as few as 2000 
rounds. Of course this was due to my shoot- 
ing such hot loads that | literally burned the 
rifling out of the barrels. | tried seating the 
bullets further into the lands, using fatter 
bullets, recrowning, etc., everything short of 
rechambering. The reason | stopped short 
of chambering is because | just do not be- 
lieve, for the average barrel, the investment 
is worth the return. It doesn’t seem finan- 
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cially sound to spend $100 or more to 
stretch a few hundred or a thousand more 
rounds out of a barrel that has lost its com- 
petitive edge. You end up shortening the 
barrel in the process and this translates into 
a velocity loss. What do we end up doing to 
compensate for this loss of velocity? Add 
more powder and shoot an even hotter 
load. Does that make sense? Reboring a 
barrel to a larger caliber in order to save a 
good piece of steel? I’m not opposed to this 
but how many of us have a competitive larg- 
er caliber to go to? 

~The method | personally use to break-in 
barrels is the one that Fred Sinclair has been 
recommending to his customers for years. 
The following is an excerpt from Sinclair 
International’s descriptive product catalog. 

“Thanks to the efforts of some gun writ- 
ers and knowledgeable shooters in the past 
few years, great improvements in rifle bore 
cleaning are now allowing us to get the full 
potential out of our equipment. 

Shooters are beginning to realize that old 
wives’ tale about the lack of need for clean- 
ing today’s rifles, because of modern prim- 
ers and powders, are just that — wives’ 
tales. Only proper and regular cleaning will 
keep your rifle at its peak accuracy poten- 
tial. 

All one has to do is visualize what hap- 
pens once we pull the trigger. The bullet 
from the first round, fired through a new bar- 
rel, leaves a deposit of bullet jacket material 
in the bore, and on top of this is left the resi- 
due from the burned powder. The second 
round fired, will deposit another layer of 
jacket material over the powder residue and 
at the same time compress this residue be- 
tween two layers of jacket material. This se- 
quence occurs with each round fired. 

Bear in mind, this compression is severe 
at 45,000 psi, or more, and at temperatures 
that are beyond your wildest dreams. After 
12 to 15 rounds fired, this sequence of 
events will become detrimental to your ri- 
fle’s accuracy. 

There’s no getting around the fact that 
proper cleaning is all important to accuracy. 
Competitive shooters think nothing about 
spending $200 plus for a quality rifle barrel 
because they know that the mark of a good 
quality rifle barrel is one that has a bore of 
uniform diameter from one end to the other. 
(Normally this tolerance is .0001” on match 
grade barrels.) If allowed, due to improper 
cleaning, fouling will actually build up in the 
rifling grooves and give the appearance that 
‘the barrel is “shot out”. 

The groove depth on centerfire rifle bar- 
rels is normally less than .005” deep, so if 


you stop to think about it, there just isn’t 
much room for fouling. 

The build-up will start in the corners of the 
groove and gradually build out to the center. 
Only a good solvent and a tight brush will 
clean out the fouling. 

| can honestly say that over the years, | 
have seen more “shot-out” barrels that 
were loaded up with fouling than were actu- 
ally “shot out”. 

| seriously doubt if it is possible to get a 
barrel 100% clean, but the closer we get, 
the more we will benefit. If we fire 10 rounds 
through a barrel and our cleaning procedure 
is only adequate enough to remove 8 or 9 
rounds of fouling, it is easy to visualize what 
happens after we fire 500 rounds. 

Many of the barrels we have worked with 
are new, match grade stainless steel, bar- 
rels known for thier fine accuracy potential 
and close manufacturing tolerances. Al- 
though, we’re unable to point to a single sol- 
vent as “the best,” all of our experimenta- 
tion with solvents and cleaning techniques 
has firmly convinced us that each new barrel 
must go through a “break-in” period prior to 
actually being put to work. While the temp- 
tation to see how that expensive new barrel 
will group is a great one, our best — and 
only — advice is don’t do it. 

The break-in method — conditioning, it 
you will — which has proven successful for 
us is to fire only 3 rounds between cleanings 
for the first 3 rounds, and then fire only 5 
rounds between cleanings for the next 100 
rounds. The barrel should then be fired no 
more than 20 rounds between cleanings, 
preferably less. Benchrest shooters gener- 
ally clean their rifles after every 6 to 10 
rounds. For those seeking to obtain the best 
possible accuracy from a favorite hunting or 
varmint rifle, there is a lesson to be learned 
here! 

The break-in method we’ve outlined 
above is tedious, but it does pay dividends 
in the long run. We’ve checked out results 
“on the target” and with a bore scope, and 
we're convinced that lesser cleaning tech- 
niques result only in fouled barrels and im- 
paired accuracy. We’ve followed the proce- 
dure outlined above both with Shooters 
Choice and with mercury quicksilver engine 
cleaner with uniformly excellent results. 

We have experimented at length with var- 
ious Cleaning solvents and techniques and 
the only hard and fast rule we’ve proven to 
ourselves is that no one cleaning method or 
solventis the so called “final answer” to get- 
ting rifle bores clean.” End of excerpt. 

| agree with Fred 100% on this matter. He 
has done some extensive testing in this area 
with solvents and their effects on barrel 
steel. | have seen barrel sections he has 
used as test pieces and | believe he is better 
qualified to address this topic than I. After all 
it was Fred that tutored me on some of the 
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finer points of benchrest when | was first 
getting started. Mr. Sinclair has a common- 
sense approach to most matters as they re- 
late to accuracy shooting. | value his opin- 
ions and my advice to you is to do the same. 
Keep that new barrel clean and resist the 
strong temptation to go right out and see 
what it will do without breaking it in. 

On the subject of cut rifled barrel vs. but- 
ton rifled barrel break-in requirements | offer 
the following for your consideration. | do not 
have documented proof to support my opin- 
ion, but do believe that a cut rifled barrel 
does take a few more rounds in the early 
going to achieve optimum accuracy than 
does one that was button rifled. | have shot 
both cut and button rifled barrels and have 
had a few real good shooters of each type. 
Some button rifled barrels shot from the 
very first round but didn’t seem to hold up 
for as long as | would have liked them to. On 
the other hand, I’ve had cut rifled barrels 
that took 2 to 3 hundred rounds to “break- 
in” but seemed to hold groups longer in the 
long haul. | have one Atkinson barrel, for ex- 
ample, that has 5000+ rounds through and 
it almost shoots as well as it did when it was 
new. As far as my preference, I’d have to 
say that | prefer cut rifled barrels . . .as long 
as they have been hand lapped. 

No matter which type of barrel you order 
be it cut, buttoned or otherwise, | believe the 
secret of a good shooting barrel is not in the 
method in which it is rifled; both methods 
have proven to be equally effective in win- 
ning matches. The real secret of whether or 
not a match-grade barrel will initially shoot 
or not is found in the steel itself and in the 
care that is taken when the deep hole is 
drilled by the barrelmaker. 

Most barrelmakers will tell you that they 
more often than not drill holes that are not 
100% dead-on. We have all shot barrels 
that the holes were drilled slightly crooked. 
This is not as critical as you might think. 
What counts is whether or not the bullet will 
hit the same spot on the paper time after 
time. If the hole is drilled too far out of toler- 
ance it will make rifling, and lapping next to 


impossible. “Perfect” is a tough tolerance to 
achieve in any kind of operation. | am not 
saying that tool marks are all right because 
they most certainly are not. Tool marks 
more than anything else will add to any 
barrel’s tendency toward fouling. 

In fact, an uneven bore surface whether 
caused by irregularities in the steel or the re- 
sult of any number of things that could go 
wrong in the drilling operation will have the 
same negative result on your barrels per- 
formance. On the opposite side of the coin, 
a barrel that is too smooth could also give 
you fits on the firing line. A smooth finish, like 
the one achieved after button rifling may 
have the tendency to pick up fouling faster 
than a barrel that was cut rifled and hand 
lapped for example. To illustrate my point, 
have you ever tried to slide a piece of glass 
across the top of another piece of glass? It 
isn’t as easy as you might think unless some 
lubricating agent is applied. The two surfac- 
es simply are too smooth or perfectly 
mated. The same thing applies to a smooth 
jacketed bullet trying to work its way down a 
smooth rifle bore. | believe a lapped barrel 
has a lower coefficient of drag than does 
one that is perfectly smooth. The particulate 
and jacket material, that Fred Sinclair de- 
scribed in his paper, has no place to embed 
itself if the bore is polished. In other words, if 
the pores are sealed it will facilitate a more 
rapid build up of harmful fouling agents. 

To summarize, | believe there are more 
potentially great shooting barrels out there 
then we ever dreamed possible in previous 
times. | think you will have to admit that we 
sometimes cause our own problems and 
are too eager to place blame or find fault 
with others. If you treat that new barrel the 
way it needs to be treated you'll find it will 
serve you better and for a longer period of 
time. A reasonable approach to break-in, as 
suggested by Fred Sinclair, and keeping 
that barrel as clean as you can will pay 
off. 

John J. Gammuto 


P.S. If you don’t like to clean ... hire a 


maid! 


PRECISION SHOOTING SUBSCRIPTION 


(__) Precision Shooting, one year — $18.00 
(___)_ Precision Shooting, two years — $32.00 


(__)_ Precision Shooting outside U.S. & Canada — $24.00 each year, or $42.00 air-mail 
SUBSCRIPTION CHECKS NOT DRAWN ON AN AMERICAN BANK WILL BE RETURNED 


( ) New 


( ) Renewal 


MAIL PRECISION SHOOTING MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION TO: 
PRECISION SHOOTING, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, Ohio 44319 


Make checks payable to Precision Shooting. 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 


CITY. 
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STATE ZIP. 


RON PENCE 


Dear Dave 

In answer to your question on breaking in 
a barrel, here are my brief thoughts on the 
subject. 

| definitely feel that there should be a 
break-in period. The most critical time in a 
barrel’s life are those first few shots. Spend 
an hour or so breaking in that barrel proper- 
ly, and it will pay handsome dividends down 
the road a bit. My personal method is as fol- 
lows: 

Step one — fire one shot ... check for 
fouling . . . and clean vigorously. Make sure 
that barrel is free of copper. 


Step two — fire two shots ... clean 
again. 

Step three — fire three shots ... clean 
again. 

Step four — fire four shots ... clean 
again. 

Step five — fire five shots ... clean 
again. 


The main concern is to not let fouling 
start. If any signs of fouling appear, do not 
go ahead until they have been cleaned 
away. 

| know this method works well on cut ri- 
fled barrels. | have not used button rifled 
barrels, and thus it would be unfair of me to 
comment on them. 

With a new barrel and chamber the barrel 
has a lot of fresh new cut edges. The shoot 
and clean method gently “breaks” those 
sharp edges. 

The break in procedure I’ve described 
does not take hours on end. You're fire- 
forming brass for your new barrel anyway, 
and there’s no real rush to get on to the 
screamer groups while fireforming. Give 
that new barrel an hour of time! 


Continued on next page 


Harold R. 
Broughton 


Benchrest Gunsmith 


Harold’s Custom 
Gun Shop, Inc. 


4 GROOVE 
STAINLESS STEEL 
MATCH GRADE BARRELS 
.22 and 6mm Calibers 


Route #1, Box #447, 
Big Spring, Texas 79720 


(915) 394-4430 


“BREAKING IN” A BARREL 


Continued 


RICK HORNBECK 


Dear Dave 

| do not break in a barrel as such. | don’t 
go through that exercise because my barrel 
maker has not given me any advice to the ef- 
fect that he thought it necessary. If any new 
barrels arrived here with specific instruc- 
tions on the breaking in of a barrel, be as- 
sured that | would follow those procedures 
to the letter. 

That having been said ... | DO clean a 
new barrel more often than one that has 
been in use for a while. After a sighter or two 
and a five shot group | give the new tube a 
cleaning. | guess that | do this to get some 
sort of a feel on just how much copper foul- 
ing will be a problem during the early life of 
the barrel. Experience has indicated that 
some barrels will have more copper fouling 
than others during the first few hundred 
rounds ... even barrels from the same 
maker. Don’t really know why; | sort of sus- 
pect that it has to do with the lapping they 
receive. Lapping is an inexact science at: 
best; no two barrels come out exactly the 
same. 

| kind of like a lapped barrel. Back in my 
early days of benchrest shooting a new bar- 
rel never really got its act together until it 
had a lot of rounds through it, perhaps 500 
to 800 rounds. Of course what was transpir- 
ing was that we were lapping it with bullets. 
That, from my viewpoint, is both costly and 
time-consuming. Lapping seems to me to 
be cheaper than the cost of five hundred bul- 
lets, plus powder and primers. 

| won’t pretend to be an expert on the 
making of barrels, but | would just suspect 
that a cut barrel, all things being equal, 
would require more lapping to really break it 
in than a button rifled bore. 
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The factory barrel will always require a lot 
of shooting, and a lot of good cleaning to 
break it in and get it to its full potential. A 
Remington 700 in .308 Winchester in my 
gun rack came on like gangbusters after 
about four hundred rounds. Couldn’t ask for 
a better shooting rifle. Rebedded it, free 
floated the barrel, and it’s the best shooting 
field rifle that we have ever owned. During 
its early life, after every sighter and group it 
was Cleaned religiously. A good and easy 
procedure. 

| surely am looking forward to the com- 
ments from the barrel makers. Here’s an 
area that we have not given much attention 
to, and their input will be well received. 

(Editor: don’t get too excited, Rick. We di- 
rected our inquiry to every custom barrel 
maker that advertises in PS ... and only 
Dan Lilja and Ron Pence responded.) 


JIM GREENAWALT 


It is my personal opinion that the shooter 
with a new barrel should break in the barrel 
with the one-shot-and-clean method. 

| recently put a new barrel on my heavy 
varmint rifle, and wanted a little peace, quiet 
and uninterrupted time to check out a few 
things on barrels. The first thing that interest 
me was what a new barrel, with one round 
through it, and uncleaned ... would look 
like through a bore scope. 

Went ahead, and fired the first shot 
through the new barrel. | found that there 
was newly burned powder residue uniform- 
ly all the way up the barrel, with traces of 
copper all over . . .in the grooves and on the 
lands. These traces were embedded in the 
grooves or in the minute roughness of the 
finish left by lapping compound of the barrel 
maker. | cleaned the barrel with Shooter’s 
Choice, using two wet patches first, then 
brushing twice, followed by two dry patch- 
es. Checked with the bore scope. Most of 
the copper is gone, but some traces remain. 
A second shot was fired, and the barrel 
checked again. Appearance was roughly 
the same as after the first shot. Repeat the 
cleaning process, as previously described. 

After eight shots, and eight cleanings, the 
barrel finally showed no trace of copper at 
all. It was time to move along; a three shot 
group was fired . . . and no signs of copper. 
Cleaned it, and followed with a five shot 
group. Again, no sign of copper. 

Note that this barrel took a total of only 16 
shots and ten cleanings to be properly “bro- 
ken in”. To date | have about 300 rounds 
through that particular barrel and | get abso- 


lutely no signs of copper fouling, not even on 
a patch. This particular barrel is a cut-rifled 
barrel, but my findings here are approxi- 
mately the same as | have reached with but- 
ton barrels. 

One personal observation that | have 
come up with, via my bore scope. The prac- 
tice of letting a barrel “soak” with popular 
solvents for 15 or 20 minutes does not seem 
to bring about any improvement over what 
was done with the solvent laden brushing. In 
other words, what the brushing did not get 
out will not be substantially improved by 
soaking. 

A new barrel, with a new chamber, anda 
new crown just might have a few minute 
rough edges, no matter how careful the bar- 
rel maker or the gunsmith. To me, the clean- 
and-shoot method is the best way to 
smooth these out, gently. 


RON HOEHN 


Dear Dave, 

To your question on barrel break-in: 

| do feel that all barrels should be “broke- 
in”. My system is to take the 15-18 rounds 
of brass that will need to be fireformed for 
the new barrel and shoot it one shot at a 
time, cleaning with Marksman Choice, fol- 
lowed with Sweets, and back to Marksman 
after every shot. 

After the first 16 rounds, | will shoot 1 foul- 
ing shot, followed by a 3 shot group. | will 
clean in the same manner as described 
above after each 4 rounds for about 32 
rounds, or twice through the loading block 
of 16 cases. This batch of 32 rounds is nota 
complete waste, as | will change loads and 
seating depth while shooting these to see 
what load combination the new barrel 
seems to like best. 

It is only my opinion, but | feel it is more im- 
portant to break in a cut barrel this way than 
a buttoned barrel. In my experience, the cut 
barrels seem to foul more at first, and | feel it 
is important to clean the fouling out before it 
has a chance to build up. 

If you have a good barrel,cut or buttoned, 
it should stop fouling by the time it has about 
50 rounds through it, or you might have foul- 
ing problems for some time. Like everything 
else in Benchrest shooting, there are no 
hard and fast rules, only experiences. 

Not long ago, | had a buttoned barrel that 
fouled terribly while breaking it in, and on the 
20th round, it just quit fouling. | have over 
1200 rounds through it now without a trace 
of fouling. 

As all pragmatic people tend to head for 
the “Bottom Line”, | feel it is always worth- 
while to break in a barrel, cut or buttoned, 
and the time spent will pay dividends in the 
quality and quantity of your groups. 
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DAN LILJA 


| do recommend that a new barrel be 
“broken in”. If properly done, a barrel that 
has been broken in will, in all likelinood, foul 
less than a barrel that has not. 

| believe that what is being accomplished 
during this process is that the tiny pores, in- 
clusions, and lapping marks that exist in all 
barrels are filled and coated over with a sort 
of film of powder fouling. When a barrel is 
first shot, it will pick up quite a bit of jacket 
material. If we remove this jacket material 
with whatever we have found works best (I 
use Sweets) for every shot, for about ten 
shots, we can keep up with this initial ten- 
dency to foul until the coating from the pow- 
der fouling builds up to the point that the 
barrel’s tendency to jacket-foul is reduced. 
I’m not sure that this is exactly what hap- 
pens, or why it happens, but it makes sense 
to me and is consistent with what | have ob- 
served with the bore scope. 

Now that | have described what | think is 
accomplished during break-in, | will detail 
the method | use. After the first shotis fired, | 
will run a patch soaked in Shooters’ Choice 
through the barrel to remove loose powder 
fouling. Following that, | will make about a 
half dozen passes with a bronze brush 
soaked with Shooters’ Choice, followed by 
two or three dry patches. Now | will wet a 
patch with Sweets solvent and push it 
through the barrel and let it soak for a few 
minutes. Patches wet with Sweets will be 
pushed through in this manner until no evi- 
dence of jacket fouling results. That is, no 
blue streaks are on the patch as it exits the 
muzzle. This entire sequence is repeated 
for each of the first 8-12 shots. After about 
twelve shots, | will start to shoot a group 
and clean as above every five shots. | will 
clean this often for about the first thirty 
shots or so, and from then on take no spe- 
cial precautions. 

Breaking in a barrel is a very boring and 
time-consuming job. | always bring at least 
one other rifle to the range while breaking in 
a barrel, to keep myself occupied. Quite 
often, a barrel will quit fouling almost com- 
pletely after just a few rounds. The last bar- 
rel | broke in was the barrel | shot in the Un- 
limited Nationals at Midland this year, and it 
quit at six rounds, but some take longer. 

The comments | have made here have 
been applied to breaking in a new barrel, but 
| think to a large degree they apply as well to 
a barrel that has been thoroughly cleaned 
with an abrasive-type cleaner. Normal 
cleaning and brushing will not totally remove 
the hard black buildup of powder fouling 
that serves, | believe, to protect a barrel 
from jacket material fouling. An abrasive 
cleaner, however, can and will remove this 
layer and make the inside of a well-used bar- 
rel shine like a new one. As a result, the bar- 


PRECISION SHOOTING — OCTOBER, 1988 


rel will tend to jacket-foul more readily. 
Some cartridges, such as magnums and 
bullets of long-bearing surface, seem to 
jacket-foul barrels no matter what proce- 
dure is followed, and the best we can do is 
just keep up with the fouling. This does not 
always occur, but does often enough that 
amount of powder burned and type of bul- ff 
lets used seem to be the cause of jacket sarees oe oe Winchester 
fouling. As kind of an interesting side-note, it (State Caliber — be specific) ................ 
has been my observation that withtwobar- |p 
rels of equal interior surface finish, one 
being made of chrome-moly and the other 
stainless, the chrome-moly barrel will 
jacket-foul more readily than the stainless. 
| hope that my comments are of some 
help, and that | have answered the ques- 
tions. This is an area that has been of inter- 
est to me, and | look forward to reading the 
responses of the others. 
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GETTING STARTED IN BENCHREST 


by 


John J. Gammuto 


Over the years | have learned a great many things from fellow shooters, and am most 
grateful to them for their help, especially those that offered assistance when | knew very little. 
They saved me a lot of aggravation as well as time and money. Still, | have to say that my 
most valuable lessons have been learned by “doing it the hard way.” In other words, | either 
didn’t listen to the advise of others or lacked the experience to fully comprehend what they 
were trying to tell me. There is one other explanation . . . that | was just plain dumb, but we 
won't dwell on that. 

Fortunately for me, | haven’t made that many big or costly mistakes, i.e., spending money 
on the wrong things, buying faulty or substandard equipment, etc. . . .| started out by reading 
anything | could get my hands on that pertained to accuracy and benchrest equipment, devel- 
oped friendships by calling, writing, and visiting known benchrest shooters, established my- 
self with component manufacturers and suppliers (this is done by sending them money), 
asked a lot of questions, attended matches, and bought only quality goods and services. | 
suggest you do the same. 

| would like to share some recent correspondence with you that specifically deals with this 
subject. If you are a new shooter or are thinking about getting into competitive bench shoot- 
ing, read the following very carefully. The contributing writers have not been paid for their 


efforts but are merely offering advise they wish someone had offered them years ago. 
Benchrest people are good people . . . read a few books, make a few phone calls, and 
come on out to a match. We are like any other club or organization; we need new blood to 
carry on and keep it interesting. 
How did that line go? “Try it you'll like it!” 


LARRY FISHER 


John, you asked what advise | would give 
to a new shooter entering competitive 
benchrest shooting. The following are my 
thoughts on the subject, | hope you find 
them helpful. 

Let me preface my statements by saying | 
still have a lot to learn, as any of my aggre- 
gates will show. 

| came to the sport of benchrest shooting 
as a varmint hunter with a fascination and 
respect for accuracy shooting. One day in 
May of 1976, my hunting partner and | visit- 
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ed a small range in Etna Green, Indiana 
“where the competition shouldn’t be too 
tough.” 

No one told me this was the home range 
for people like Lyle Turner, Tom Metzger, 
Bob Sherer, Fred and Becky Sinclair, Fred 
Hasecuster, and Perry Morton. 

With a 50 percent ownership in a Reming- 
ton 40x, chambered for 6x47, with only 
“800” rounds through it, a Lyman 20x, anda 
set of Lee loading tools we set forth to whip 
the world. 

Four bench guns later and more stainless 
steel table legs than | like to think about. . . | 
am still trying to whip the world. 

For the new shooter entering the sport | 
offer these suggestions. There is nothing 
wrong with starting out with used equip- 
ment, but remember there has never been a 
bench gun sold with more than 800 rounds 
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John J. Gammuto 


through it. (If you believe that one | also have 
a bridge for sale.) Any used bench gun | now 
purchase is with the assumption | will have 
to rebarrel it. This is still cheaper than build- 
ing one from scratch. 

Find a good gunsmith you can rely on. | 
would give you the name of mine, but after 
my last match, he has asked me not to. 
Once you have the gun, you have to put a 
scope on it. The most popular are the 
Leupold and Bushnell target models but 
don’t overlook the old Lyman 20 and 25x’s 
which are priced right and reliable. You can 
also have them boosted in power. 

You need a good rest which can be com- 
mercial or homemade as long as it is heavy, 
stable, and adjustable. With the addition of 
basic handloading tools, i.e., sizing die, bul- 
let seater, trimmer, and powder measure, 
the beginner is ready to enter the fascinat- 
ing world of benchrest. 

| would like to close with these thoughts. 
Never push your equipment beyond its lim- 
its. Never listen to what other shooters have 
to say when you’re pushing for first place at 
a match. Never do all your practice shooting 
in the calm of evening. | have never seen 
them cancel or postpone a match because 
of too much wind, rain, or mirage. Never be 
afraid to ask questions. Finally, never let 
them see you sweat. 

Good Shooting 
Larry Fisher 
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BRIAN RUBRIGHT 


Dear John, 

Be glad to help with your article “Getting 
Started In Benchrest.” 

MISTAKES I’VE MADE. 

The first mistake | made when starting 
out was buying a new Remington 40x BBR 
in 6x47 and expecting it to perform as well 
as any of the custom models specifically 
built for competition. | ended up taking the 
barrel off and replacing it with a custom 
match grade stainless variety and replacing 
the wooden stock with fiberglas. In other 
words it cost me more money than | original- 
ly budgeted for. The action also needed to 
be accurized by a benchrest gunsmith, i.e., 
trued-up, face-squared, and lapped. 
THINGS | WOULD DO DIFFERENTLY. 

| would buy a used light varmint rifle, in 
6PPC, on a custom action, with the work 
done by a known benchrest gunsmith. 
BUYING YOUR FIRST RIFLE. 

Most people buy a heavy varmint rifle for 
their first gun but | recommend starting out 
with a light varmint. They are a little harder 
to shoot at first but once you master the light 
gun you'll have no problem with the heavy 
version when you get one. If you start with a 
heavy gun you are restricting yourself to 
that class. With a light gun you can use it in 
both light and heavy matches. Remember 
you can always shoot up in weight class but 
never down. 

When buying that first rifle, if money is a 
problem, buy a used one. For me, it would 
be a 6PPC on a Wichita 1375 or Stolle ac- 
tion. 

Any shooter out there that would like 
more information on getting started in 
benchrest can call or write me. I’ve got a lot 
of opinions on this game and am always 
glad to share them with anyone that will lis- 
ten. 

Congratulation on your new position with 
the magazine and keep up the good work. 

Regards, 
Brian Rubright 


SCHNEIDER 
RIFLE BARRELS, 
INC. 


Pull buttoned in Stainless Steel. 
22 RF thru .375 calibers. 


Standard and custom contouring, 
including fluting with lapping and 
stress relief afterwards. 


GARY SCHNEIDER 
12202 N. 62 PL. 
SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 85254 
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LANNY ADAMS 


Dear John, 

When | read your letter, the first thing that 
came to mind was the first bench gun | had 
built, it was a 6x47. The gun was very com- 
petitive at 100 yards but | wanted to have a 
new PPC built. As the story goes, | met this 
fellow that built custom XP-100 pistols. He 
thought he could build a competitive 
benchrest rifle and insisted on chambering it 
in a wildcat cartridge of his own design. The 
gentleman told me that his 7mm cartridge, 
using Nosler bullets, would be hard to beat. 
The thing that sold me on the idea was the 
fact that 150 grain Nosler bullets should be 
able to buck the wind a little better. Being 
new to the game, using wind English on the 
bullet to make it go through the same hole 
made sense to me. It seemed certain that | 
would have the edge on the firing line, so | 
thought. After shooting several matches, it 
didn’t take me long to realize | could have 
done better with my hunting rifle! 

As you know | am left-handed; this initially 
presented me with another problem, i.e., 
trying to get my hands on a left-handed ac- 
tion. There was a time when | was shooting 
both right- and left-handed rifles; | don’t rec- 
ommend this to anyone. It didn’t take long to 
realize the advantage of firing 5 shots in a 
hurry when the conditions were right so | 
sold my right-handed rifles. | finally got my 
act together and had Fred Sinclair build me 
a real benchrest rifle. Needless to say, it 
shoots real well and | don’t have to think 
about which side of the rifle the bolt is on. 

If | were starting over in the game, the first 
thing I'd do would be to subscribe to Preci- 
sion Shooting Magazine for the latest infor- 
mation. | would then contact one of the 
benchrest gunsmiths, explain that I’m anew 
shooter and ask for his suggestions. Also, 


_ try and find other bench shooters to talk to 


and make your decisions based on every- 
thing you’ve learned. 

My first bench gun would be exactly what 
I’m shooting now. A Stolle Panda action in 
6PPC. | probably would buy a new one. In 
my case there just aren’t enough used, left- 
handed rigs out there for sale. My second 
choice with respect to cartridge considera- 
tions would be to go with a 6BR. | think the 
BR will be seen more and more at matches if 
the PPC case availability problem isn’t 
solved real soon. Since Remington has 
come out with the 7BR brass, forming 6BR 
brass has become a lot easier. 

Necessary items of course, would include 
your loading tools and cleaning equipment. 
Seems like benchrest shooters’ tool boxes 
are loaded with all kinds of neat gadgets, 
many times there are 3 or 4 of the same 
things made by different people. I’m certain 
many people like to experiment with several 
styles of the same tool and see which satis- 


fies their personal preferences. It’s nice to 
try a variety of different tools but this isn’t 
something a new shooter should fret over. | 
did without an arbor press for the first year | 
shot at registered matches. The second 
year | finally bought one. | think you can get 
away without having to buy a lot of these 
gadgets but they sure make things easier 
and more convenient. If | were starting over 
I'd get a catalog from Sinclair, it is a fine be- 
ginners primer in that it describes all the 
tools and how to use them. | believe Sinclair 
still offers package deals so new shooters 
can purchase related items at a reduced 
rate. This seems to be the logical way to do 
things. Buy the items you need to get start- 
ed and let someone that knows the game, 
like Sinclair, help you. He sure makes it a lot 
easier for the new shooter and saves you a 
few bucks at the same time. 

The thing that seemed to help me the 
most was attending matches and getting 
my feet wet. Shooting at your home range is 
one thing but dealing with a completely dif- 
ferent physical environment is quite anoth- 
er. In addition to having to deal with the 
physical differences between the ranges 
you also have to get accustomed to the 
pressures of competition. Even if you come 
in last place, you can take some consolation 
in the fact that you probably got beat by the 
best. The more matches you get under your 
belt ... the more knowledge you will gain 
through experience and talking to other 
shooters. 

If you are a new shooter and haven't 
come out to a match yet . . . come on out. 
You will probably have one of the best times 
of your life. 

Lanny R. Adams 
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— CUSTOM PAINTING 
— MURALS AND 
AIR BRUSH WORK 
— BOLT IN’S AND GLUE IN’S 
— ACTION WORK 
— CHAMBER WORK 
— BARREL’S FLUTED 
— COMPLETE RIFLES BUILT 
— POLISHING AND 
GLASS BEADING 
— CARBIDE MANDRELS 
— .22, 6mm, 7mm, AND 
.30 CALIBER 


Feel Free to Contact Us for Any 
of Your Benchrest Needs 


JIM GREENAWALT 
102 BRANDON RD. 
YONKERS, NY 10704 
(914) 776-1581 


GETTING STARTED IN BENCHREST 


Continued 


H.}. FFDOROWICH 


Hi John, 

In response to your request. (What a way 
to start!!) My first encounter with 
“benchrest”, was with an elderly gentleman 
at a club called “Sharon” just North of To- 
ronto. | was shooting and tuning my rifle toa 
fine degree of accuracy ... so | thought. 
The rifle was a .22-250 and | planned on 
tearing up a few groundhogs with it. As | 
watched this older person, Mr. Bob Watson 
of Toronto, | thought that poor old bugger 
couldn't hit the side of a barn at 20 paces. 
Little did | know what was in store for me. | 
asked him if | could help him sight in his rifle 
as | could only see one bullet hole on his dou- 
ble bullseye type target. He then proceeded 
to tell me he had five shots, count ‘em 
F1V E, in one hole. He certainly didn’t need 
any help from me. He offered to load a few 
more up and let me have ahandatit. . . well, 
that was the start for me. | went and sold my 
groundhog gun and bought a used Reming- 
ton 40x. This was my first mistake. Others 
told me that the 40x was the most accurate 
factory rifle of the time and that | should get 
one. True, it may have been as the year was 
1974-75. My advice to you is, don’t try and 
save one hundred or two hundred bucks 
when it comes to this type of equipment, 
you'll regret it. Today when someone asks 
me what he should buy | tell him, if you’re 
really hot to trot and want to be competitive 
... buy a “custom” new or used. 

At this time, in my opinion, there are no 
bad custom actions . . . unless the previous 
owner did a “golf club act with it.” You can 
only afford what you want to afford. In other 
words, | wouldn’t give up smoking, drinking, 
partying (there is a difference) to buy a new 
action, but | might get my honey to get a 
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60-65 grain 


6mm Caliber 
60-62-65-68 grain 
80 grain 
Distributor for J-4 Jackets 


Lead wire .185 diameter 
Y2 of one per cent antimony 


$8.60 per hundred 
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$25.00 per 25 Ib. roll 
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4234 N. 63rd Avenue 
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part-time job to buy new . . . she only works 
12 hours a day now... 

All kidding aside ... if you are on the 
“fringe” as Gammuto would say, spend 
what you want. Spend what you can afford. 
You can purchase new from many excellent 
action makers or look for deals in used 
equipment. There are always good shoot- 
ing pieces for sale in PS and usually one or 
two on the auction block at the local match- 
es. Another good source to check with are 
the benchrest gunsmiths. Benchrest shoot- 
ers are like sports car owners, boaters, ster- 
eo buffs, turtle racers etc. ... always say- 
ing, mine is a such-and-such .. . 

Today you can buy so many excellent 
products, i.e., bullets, barrels, actions, 
stocks, loading tools, rests, bags, powder 
measures, gizmos, etc. . . .itcan be confus- 
ing. This is why | say read and talk to as 
many shooters as you can. You have to de- 
cide what you need as opposed to what you 
want. 

Unlike so many other encounters in life, | 
personally have not met a better bunch of 
guys. During a match benchresters are the 
toughest competitors on the face of the 
earth but are always willing to share what 
they have learned with others . . . especially 
those just starting out. Welcome to 
benchrest. 

H.J. Fedorowich 


ED MAAG 


John, 

As you know you were my first contact 
with the sport of benchrest shooting and 
from our initial discussions grew a fondness 
and respect for the game. | joined the con- 
servation club of Kenosha County, Wiscon- 
sin and met other shooters like Arne Carl- 
son and Walter Balch. In the early days | 
remember being most impressed with the 
small groups you were all shooting. Even 
with all my years of experience, in a number 
of shooting disciplines, | never thought 
groups like those were possible. 

My first bench gun was a Remington 40x 
chambered for the 6x47 cartridge. If you re- 
Call | picked it up from you in one of our nu- 
merous trades. | would like to think | have 
progressed over the past few years, Lord 
knows | have spent not only a bucket of 
money, but have also devoted many hours 
in pursuit of the hobby. 

“Hobby” is the key word with me. 
Benchrest shooting is a highly competitive 
individual sport. Some shooters are very in- 
tense competitors and get upset if they do 


not win or at least make a good showing. By 
thinking of the game as a hobby | believe | 
am able to keep things in perspective and 
have a good time. 

You asked for some suggestions for new 
shooters, some of the things | have learned 
have been learned, as you suggest, by mak- 
ing mistakes. A few things come to mind 
that | would like to share with the fellow that 
is just starting out: 1) | do not believe in buy- 
ing used equipment but as a new shooter it 
might be the way to go. It could be the differ- 
ence of $1500 for a new rifle versus $900 to 
$1000 for a used one. If you’re lucky you 
might also get some extras like, rings, 
bases, loading dies, etc. 2) Your first rifle 
should be one that can be shot in both light 
and heavy varmint classes, in other words 
buy a 10.5 lb. rifle. 3) Choose a caliber that 
seems to be winning matches. 4) Listen to 
and learn from an experienced person(s) 
and then make up your own mind as to how 
you are going to proceed. What might work 
for one individual may not always be what 
will work for you. 5) Further your knowledge 
by reading all the material you can get your 
hands on. 6) Practice using different sand 
bags and the way you grip the rifle. The 
name of the game is consistency. 

You have to be prepared for your first 
match, perhaps even attend a match as an 
observer only! You will soon realize the dif- 
ference between leisurely shooting at your 
home range and having to put five shots in 
the same hole in seven minutes or less in 
competition. You have to learn to pace your- 
self with respect to reloading and cleaning 
between relays. Some of the smaller shoot- 
ers move at an accelerated pace compared 
to the larger national events. You have to be 
quick and pay attention to detail. 

In conclusion, | believe a new shooter will 
have a pleasurable experience in benchrest 
as long as he thinks of it as a hobby and is 
willing to spend the time necessary to devel- 
op his own individual skills. You’ll soon find 
out that nothing comes easy in this game 
but | don’t believe there is a greater thrill 
than putting 5 of them in one small hole. 

Ed Maag 
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MORE ON WIND FLAGS 


Lowell Hottenstein 


//4"BALSA WOOD 


8" LEAD 
WIRE 
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HOTTENSTEIN FLAG 


There are many types of flags and all are 
useful in one way or the other. The flag | pre- 
fer is made of ordinary Balsa wood and is 
quite inexpensive to construct. | use 1%” 
Balsa planks, found at your local hobby 
shop. And glue on a %” brass tube with a 
set screw on one end. The pivot pin/wire in- 
sert is made of .080 wire andis attached toa 
photography light stand. 

As far as color, you want the colors to 
stand out. You must be able to distinguish 
which side of the flag is facing you. As far as 
tails, | use surveyor’s tape. | like white best 
because it is easy to see. In the winter 
months | change to red or pink. In windy 
conditions, | add weight to the tails. At times 
| do watch daisy wheels, but only to deter- 
mine a pick-up. Daisy wheels have a ten- 
dency to coast in a let-off. 

As far as a preferred condition, | don’t 
have one special condition | look for. | take 
whatever the range or weather will give me 
that day. | look for a condition that is easy to 
recognize using either flags or mirage. 
Sometimes that isn’t the prevailing condi- 


MATCH GRADE 
RAIL GUN SYSTEM 


@ Adjustable tracking, windage and 
elevation. 


@ Record and sighter target 


camming device. 
@ Price is $1,200.00 plus shipping. 


JIM MEYER 
64 Norfolk Road 
Torrington, Conn. 06790 
Phone (203) 489-8052 
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tion, but it shows up often enough during a 
match to shoot a group. 

As far as natural indicators, | prefer to use 
mirage. Mirage boards are a big help, espe- 
cially at 200 yards. Being aware of the wind 
on your body can also be helpful. This ena- 
bles you to better judge the intensity and di- 
rection more accurately. Another natural in- 
dicator is the shooter 3 or 4 benches down 
from you. If you’re ready to put a shot on the 
record target and someone yells “oh my 
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Steel Extractor 


Wichita Precision Rifle Rest 
Cast iron and steel 11 Ibs. $82.50 
Bag Set $26.95 


Wichita Arms, Inc. 
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a 


Venere 
TAPE 


God” or some choice four letter words, you 
better check the sighter before going up to 
the top. 

| would be against shooting matches 
without the use of flags because they are a 
big part of our sport. | think some shooters 
could do well, but the aggs would probably 
be at least 30% larger. It would be hard to 
shoot 5 matches without making a mistake 
in judgement or just plain getting caught. 

| hope | have been of some help! 

Lowell Hottenstein 
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Wichita’s Short Tang — Reduces Weight 


Wichita’s Super Flute — Reduces Weight 
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A GRAIN OF SALT .... REGULARLY 


For the newer shooters and newer read- 
ers of PRECISION SHOOTING, a goodly 
number of grains of salt needed to be taken 
with the data that is included therein. Many 
things are just not what they seem to be. 
Think of a NASCAR Grand National; stock 
car race! No way are you gonna’ run one of 
those cars on the highway! By the same 
token not every technique that you read 
about in PRECISION SHOOTING will be 
advisable for your rifle and use of it. 

Data that comes from todays highly com- 
petitive benchrest and silhouette competi- 
tion has to be treated with the same amount 
of skepticism. Let me give you several ex- 
amples... 

Match results indicate the 6 PPC is the 
greatest cartridge ever born and perhaps it 
is for the purpose for which it was intended. 
That doesn’t make it the ultimate varmint 
cartridge by any means; perhaps not even 
the best fun-gun cartridge. You must under- 
stand that the 6 PPC is rule DICTATED! 
There are three classes of Varmint Group 
and Score shooting and one is the Sporter 
Class rifle where the rules say that NO .22 
bore rifles will be used. Thus if a man builds 
an $1800 competitive rig there is no way 
under the sun he can afford to build a .22 
PPC and then eliminate himself from com- 
peting in the Sporter Class entirely. Re- 
member there are coveted 3-gun honors for 
those who do well in all three of the classes 
at alarger match. A 6 PPC rifle will be eligible 
for all three classes — hence the predomi- 
nance in the match results. 

Yet the .22 PPC would in most all cases 
make a more practical fun-gun as well as a 
more devastating varmint rifle. Bear in mind 
that the case capacity will be the same for a 
.22 or 6mm PPC and it is possible to drive a 
52 or 53 grain projectile faster than it is to 
drive a 70 grain projectile. Wind drift argu- 
ments are about as futile as the old Ford/ 
Chevy or chicken/egg debates that no one 


by 


Bob Pease 


really has ever solved. One thing is certain 
and that is a .22 PPC driven bullet will have 
greater explosive ability at 300 yards than a 
slowed down 70 gr. bullet will. Should there 
be the possibility of a ricochet in more urban 
areas the 70 gr. will bounce around more 
than a 52 gr. bullet would. 

Not always will the 322 powders be the 
very best choice for a varmint hunter who 
has chosen either the .22 PPC or the 6 PPC. 
That powder when used at a match by com- 
petitors is often loaded in different charges 
as the day warms up, weather changes etc. 
If you load your varmint cartridges at home 
it would be easy to settle on aload based on 
60 degree weather only to find it a very hot 
load indeed at 90 degrees. Other powders 
are not as critical to changes in temperature 
etc. as is the 322 family of powders. 

The custom actions entered on the Reg- 
istered match line are much more precisely 
made and better designed than any factory 
actions on the market and would be dramat- 
ically stronger than some popular little ac- 
tions being sold today for the PPC cartridg- 
es. Thus ALL loadings found in Match 
Reports should begin 15% under any of the 
loads you'll come across. As a working 
dealer in contact with shooters and accura- 
cy buffs every day | see many of them trying 
to carry their emulation of the competitive 
shooters and the competitive match results 
too far for their own safety as well as for the 
best results. 

This year in particular two PPC rifles have 
come upon us where the chamber toleranc- 
es are far more generous than those used in 
the accuracy fraternity over the past dec- 
ade. These tolerances are so far out of 
range that our best hand die maker has 
been forced to produce “oversize” seaters 
and sizers for these rifles. A great many of 
the dies already sold had to be returned for 
custom alteration at the die owner’s ex- 
pense. It should be noted that this is an ex- 


WORLD CLASS ACCURACY! 
Since 1982, benchrest shooters have 
broken 14 world records with rifles built 
by me. I use the same materials, techni- 
ques, and standard of quality when 
building rifles and XP-100 handguns for 
varmint shooting and big game hunting. 
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ample of “an almost legitimate cartridge” 
which really isn’t since no SAMMI specs. 
were ever written. This allows these 
“Johnny-come-lately” rifles to flood the mar- 
ket reaping the benefit of all the years of 
work and frustration that were put in by the 
benchrest clan using super tolerances to 
achieve super accuracy. The real scary part 
is that both companies chose actions that 
are sub-size for the PPC case head size. 
When the bolt diameter is almost the same 
as the cartridge case head diameter a small- 
er than conventional action may not afford 
much of a safety factor. One shudders to 
think of the dangerous possibilities. 

Just as the NASCAR drivers can average 
200 MPH so too do the benchrest competi- 
tors run at tremendous speeds. Many load 
what is probably in the 70,000 p.s.i. range. 
With the superb tolerances and actions 
used careful operation will probably be as 
safe as the small bolt rifles being loaded in 
the conventional range. However the loads 
these people use to achieve their maximum 
velocity (Speed) could be very hazardous to 
YOUR health if chosen for one of the “little 
guns”. The cartridge case becomes the 
softest and weakest link in the strength 
chain and often cases are used by the com- 
petitors for one match and discarded after- 
ward. All this in the interest of better speed, 
hence better wind bucking at 200 and 300 
yards. This is a calculated risk that today’s 
intense competitors sometimes choose. 
Even some special dies have been made for 
‘bumping back the shoulder of overloaded 
and stretched cases for the competitors. | 
cannot emphasize enough that none of 
these procedures should be considered in 
any way by the average accuracy buff. It’s 
your head, eyes and face that are at risk 
here. Use common sense and if in doubt call 
someone knowledgeable first. Unfortunate- 
ly there are suppliers who will ship you any- 
thing you order regardless of your safety. 

Each year in late summer | sell quite a bit 
of tooling to fall shooters and deer hunters 
who would be far better if they left them 
alone entirely. | try to suggest not getting in 
too deep but if a deer hunter with a 7 Rem. 
Mag. hunting rifle has pursued the pages of 
PRECISION SHOOTING all summer and 
has himself convinced that head squaring of 
cases and neck turning will make that 7 
Mag. more devastating it is hard to dis- 
suade him readily. 

The one point that accuracy interested 
people seem to fail to understand is that it all 
must begin in the rifle and the chamber. If 
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the tolerances and quality are not there to 
start with all the tinkering with cases and 
dies will only do a very limited amount of 
good. Too often the shooter would be better 
advised to either buy or build a rifle from 
scratch or else have his action worked over 
by a very competent gunsmith and a new 
barrel fitted with a sensible balance of toler- 
ances for the purpose intended. (| also fail to 
see how hundreds of practice rounds from 
the bench prepare the hunter for in the field 
methods of shooting come the season). 

The seating depth of the bullet for varmint 
and hunting rifles will usually always find the 
bullet seated at or into the lands of the rifling. 
Yet there is no way such a round will go 
down into most magazines. Cartridges that 
are assembled with the superb Wilson neck 
and seater dies by hand will not function 
through a magazine in most cases and in 
fact may not even hold the bullet in the 
cases of those round down in the magazine 
when heavy loads are fired. The recoil can 
act just like an inertia bullet puller on those 
rounds! During any form of rapid fire car- 
tridge jams can occur easily. 

Then too the loads that were designed for 
the rifle when the bullet was seated way out 
to reach the lands will not be correct or as 
safe if the bullet is seated enough deeper for 
magazine function. The air space within the 
case is reduced and the powder charge will 
need to be reduced accordingly. 

Competitors today seem to share the 
consensus that the weakest link in their 
chain is the optics with which they aim. 
There has been only one 36X scope avail- 
able on the market and it has had continuing 
problems that plague the competitors. Sev- 
eral 24X scopes are available. Then there is 
Wally Siebert who can work his magic on a 
limited number of scopes to get a good 30X 
and 32X scope from certain existing 12X 
and 24X scopes. These scopes are top of 
the line today but none are totally satisfacto- 
ry to the extremely discerning competitors. 

None of these scopes are practical for 
any hunting purpose, not even varmint hunt- 
ing, which forces the occasional shooter, 
the accuracy enthusiast, and the varmint 
hunter into that inevitable choice: Either two 
interchangeable scopes or one variable 
power scope. Two scopes gets darn expen- 
sive and a variable is a compromise no mat- 
ter how you cut it. True, many shooters 
would be better off purchasing two scopes 
than to spend money getting head over 
heels involved in neck turning and head 
squaring equipment for their favorite .270 
deer rifle. Variable power scopes have 
many desirable features in the hunting field 
as well as a few that aren’t so desirable. 
Further there is no variable yet made that 
will begin to equal the better fixed power 
scopes in clarity and dependability. It just 
hasn’t happened yet! 
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Mounting and positioning the scope in re- 
lation to the shooter’s eye will simply not be 
the same for summer fun from the bench 
and shooting with heavy, cold weather 
clothing. The length of ocular lens position 
to shoulder will vary considerable from the 
heavy clothing to summer Tee shirts. Add to 
this the difference in ocular lens position and 
eye relief for shooting from the bench op- 
posed to all around, sitting, standing or 
prone in the field and re-mounting is indicat- 
ed. One certainly doesn’t want a high power 
target scope in the wrong application. | 
would be remiss not to mention the field of 
view at 200 yards of a 24X target scope vs. 
a 6X hunting scope or a variable scope. A 
variable scope is capable of being quickly 
twisted to 6X setting of comfortable eye re- 
lief and increased field of view. It is often 
thought that higher scope mounting for the 
bench and the increasingly popular trend to- 
ward setting the scope off to the left side an 
inch for bench use will help the shooter sig- 
nificantly. Neither procedure would be prac- 
tical for the hunting field. 

Shooters who are dedicated to the pages 
of PRECISION SHOOTING hear of many 
things being used that are difficult to come 
by. Benchrest competitors are by nature tin- 
kerers and tool freaks. Joe may build a rest 
because he thinks he can build one better 
than those on the market — he could even 
achieve his goal! He gets several compli- 
ments at the first match he goes to so he 
builds three more for his buddies. They too 
receive compliments. Soon the originator 
decides that if he works hard in his spare 
time (or lunch hours at his employer) he can 
make a few rests from time to time and sell 


Diagnostic Service 
For Sick Rifles 


Rifles do go sour, and often the 
Causes are not readily apparent. 


them at a match thus paying part of his trav- 
el and motel expenses. Being a normal 
human, after awhile his slower, tedious 
process for making the rests gets old and he 
DC’s that idea in favor of a newer brain- 
storm. If you as an occasional shooter pur- 
chased that rest you will no doubt admire 
and enjoy it — until something breaks and 
there is no fix and no parts. 

It does happen from time to time and usu- 
ally the occasional accuracy minded shoot- 
er would be best advised to stick with stan- 
dard items that have been and WILL BE on 
the market where repairs and/or replace- 
ments can be obtained. Often bullets, pow- 
der measures, rest tops, scope mounts, 
scope conversions, and dies have befallen 
the pre-described fate. 

A technique that the accuracy buff some- 
times overlooks is the building of his rifle into 
a practical switch barreled gun. It is a far 
better choice than to settle for a constant 
array of compromises. If you have a 700 
Varmint in .22-250 for example that you 
wish to ‘play with’ in the summer. Get it re- 
barreled or re-chambered to .22-250 with a 
sensibly tight neck of .248” which will let you 
neck turn cases and upgrade dies for off 
press reloading during your summer play 
time. At the same time have a medium 
sporter weight barrel chambered and fitted 
for .708 using hunting twist and tolerances 
that will let the rifle accept factory rounds 
(should you have to). 

Load this barrel with conventional dies 
and a press for you won’t shoot it that much 
anyway — | have yet to see the whitetail 
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deer that could tell if he was shot an inch to 
the right or an inch to the left! Have such a 
rifle bedded with the larger of the two bar- 
rels to be free floating all the way and have 
the gunsmith polish up the threads nicely to 
make switching of the barrels simple and 
easy. It is no trick at all if barrels are 
switched at home using the very fine 
Davidson barrel vise and wrench (total cost 
$69.00). This will let you enjoy the rifle all 
year around. Keeping the barrel threads 
clean is very important but should not be 
much of a problem except when switching 
at the range — then it can get a bit hairy. 

Try to locate a decent variable scope for 
the .708 barrel and a good clean 24X for the 
.22-250 barrel. If you do more varmint 
shooting than you do hole punching with the 
.22-250 then use a 6.5 x 20 variable (or 
whatever) and make the one scope serve all 
the way. At the worst you might want to re- 
mount it spring and fall for optimum eye re- 
lief for each season. A quality adjustable 
trigger that would go as low as 14-16 ounc- 
es and adjust readily up to 3# would round 
out the ensemble very nicely. Voila! — areal 
two purpose rifle. 

Another place where your reading of 
PRECISION SHOOTING might best be ac- 
companied by a goodly dose of salts is in the 
choice of calibers. Stay away from any wild- 
cat for which dies cannot be readily pur- 
chased until or unless you are ready to walk 
into the world of wildcatting with your eyes 
wide open. | once told a shooter that choos- 
ing a wildcat cartridge was akin to wildcat- 
ting for oil. A very expensive and frustrating 
experience. (Later he told me that he 
thought it was much more like getting mar- 
ried — a never ending challenge.) 


The dies cost like hell, frankly. There is no 
standardization and you will constantly run 
into problems — one after another, after an- 
other, after another. This does NOT include 
the PPC or BR cartridges which have ac- 
quired reasonable legitimacy — at least to 
the point that both Wilson and Redding 
make neck, full length and seater dies. Wil- 
son makes a superb cartridge gage that will 
prove very helpful (in any caliber). It checks 
both the cartridge case length as well as 
headspace of either the empty case or the 
loaded round. 

Few if any such dies are available for the 
wildcat. Usually the gunsmith alters or 
makes your dies at the time the rifle is cham- 
bered. None that | know of offer full length 
dies or gages made especially for their wild- 
cats. Problem here is that Joe’s .291 Zebra 
may not be the same as Claude’s .291 
Zebra. That is when the hell breaks loose. 
Claude may have a FL die you could borrow 
for use on the .291 that Joe built you but 
when used lo and behold it doesn’t work! 
Approach wildcatting as after watching 
enough NASCAR Grand Nationals you de- 
cide to try your luck at the local nearby 
speedway. Tie your hat on and button down 
your wallet baby! 

Lest there be any mis-understanding . . . 
there are many very knowledgeable accura- 
cy buffs and wildcatters who understand 
what they are doing. (Thankfully a good 
number of them are friends and customers 
of mine.) The above may not have proven 
too helpful to them but that has not been my 
intent. They know to take a grain of salt with 
all they read or are told. 

The last number of years | have main- 
tained names and address databases both 
for my customers and for the TRANSCON- 
TINENTAL HUNTER RIFLE LEAGUE 
(TCL) which | help to honcho. The period of 
involvement for many shooters is not as 
long as one might think. | find that those bit- 
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ten with the accuracy bug (seriously) often 
stay with that interest for 2 to 3 years. 
Guess that is why they make bass boats 
and golf clubs. Don’t know if our little Irish 
Editor has ever checked the PRECISION 
SHOOTING subscription tenure or not. This 
is exclusive of course of those who are al- 
ready competing and the 5% who go into 
competitive shooting from their accuracy in- 
terest. I'll bet were he to do so he would find 
that subscription duration, while being 
somewhatlonger than active interest, won’t 
be a great deal longer among those who do 
not compete. 

Guess the moral here for the newer 
shooters is to take many grains of salt with 
the data from PRECISION SHOOTING and 
use it wisely as a guide to lead you on the 
way to what you are trying to accomplish. 
Use common sense and caution and think 
things through from a practical point of view 
before you decide to try and enter the 
BENCHREST HALL OF FAME by upgrad- 
ing and accurizing your old Mauser. 

For those who have a good quality rifle 
you want to upgrade as a varmint and fun- 
gun; start with the action and have it 
squared on the bolt face, action face and 
locking lugs first. Then a new barrel and 
chamber job using tighter tolerance ream- 
ers within the practical range for YOUR in- 
tended use. If your local gunsmith doesn’t 
understand separate throating and the ac- 
tion work mentioned, find a new gunsmith 
that does. It’s your dollar and good work 
often doesn’t cost any more than poor work 
does. Follow this with a full pillar bedding 
and consider blocking the magazine area to 
add strength at the expense of losing the 
magazine totally. 

Give careful thought to a switch barrel job 
if you have interest in more than one car- 
tridge and/or need of an occasional use 
deer rifle. Think carefully about your choice 
of trigger and scope without totally eliminat- 
ing the possibility of two scopes — even on 
different mounts should you so desire. Give 
great thought and study to the choice of 
twist in any given caliber (other than .22 
bore) and balance your twist choice to the 
available bullets and purpose for which you 
will use the rifle. Plan on a quality of dies and 
loading accessories that will best let you 
achieve the accuracy that you have built in 
the rifle. 

Study the pages of PRECISION SHOOT- 
ING regularly for the little tidbits of knowl- 
edge for which our magazine is so popular 
— information neither understood or avail- 
able in other publications. Save a lot of time 
and patience after completion for the load 
development AND FOR PRACTICE! Often 
the shooter is the last thing that anyone ever 
bothers to upgrade. Above all enjoy what 
you are doing or change so that you will. 
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THE .222 X 35: SOMETHING OTHER THAN THE PPC 
FOR THE NEW SHOOTER 


It seems as though every time | pick up an 
issue of Precision Shooting magazine it has 
an article or two where the author has stat- 
ed flatly that as a new shooter you must not 
consider anything other than the 6mm PPC 
cartridge. While | understand fully the rea- 
soning behind some of these statements, 
availability of this, that, and the other, and 
gunsmiths who do this, that, and the other 
for and to the PPC, | must disagree with this 
always and never attitude displayed by 
some of the P.S. contributors. 

For me, getting started in the Benchrest 
game nearly did not happen because of my 
frustration with the sacred PPC. After hav- 
ing spent several piles of the old green stuff 
on a number of PPC rifles and just about 
every gimmick on the market aimed at mak- 
ing them shoot better, | still did not have an 
enjoyable rifle to compete with. While some 
combinations of the PPC rigs were quite ac- 
curate, all were a pain in the .... What faster 
way to discourage a new shooter than to tell 
him that the only thing you will be able to 
shootis the PPC, thatit will make you miser- 
able, and YOU DAMN WELL BETTER 
LIKE IT!!! 

Tell this new shooter that the only pow- 
ders to use are N201, available only to those 
with mafia connections and large rolls of 
cash, or GI 322, which he may or may not be 
able to get his hands on without the same 
requirements. After you tell him about the 
powder tell him alittle bit about the history of 
PPC brass availability. 

| know that what! am about to say will not 
win me very many new friends or make me 
rich and famous but here goes. THE PPC IS 
NOT THE ONLY CARTRIDGE WHICH 
THE NEW SHOOTER SHOULD CONSID- 
ER! There are many fine wildcats in the .222 
family that should be considered. One of the 
best and least difficult to use is the .222 X 
35. ENJOYMENT, remember! If we want 
new shooters to come into our sport and 
stay so we might grow we need to eliminate 
some of the frustration experienced when 
getting started and let them enjoy. Anybody 
who tells you that they like much about the 
PPC case other than the actual shooting of 
it is probably not leveling with you. 

One of the nicest things about the .222 X 
35 is case life and the maintenance required 
to keep those cases performing optimally. 
Prepare them by what ever method you 
think appropriate, fire form, trim once, and 
SHOOT THEM, PERIOD! This case does 
not grow. As of yet | still do not know the po- 
tential life of the .222 case. |have a LV barrel 


PRECISION SHOOTING — OCTOBER, 1988 


by Brad Rosenthal 


with 2373 rounds and a HV barrel with 2570 
rounds and this done with just 20 CASES 
FOR EACH BARREL! It bears repeating 
one more time, trimmed after fire forming 
and that is it, just shoot them. | might add 
here that these are not light loads either, but 
loads producing velocities in the 3400-3500 
fps. range. Show me some PPC brass ca- 
pable of this. 

The stories about there not being any 
good .222 brass are just nonsense. RWS, 
Sako, Norma, and Lapua to name a few all 
produce adequate brass. | have taken 
boxes of RWS and Sako and checked case 
after case with better runout than current 
PPC brass. Even Remington and Federal 
occasionally slip up and produce a good lot 
of cases. | have now named six sources of 
.222 brass and if it ever gets to the point 
where you can’t get them it won’t matter 
anyway because we will not have any guns 
to shoot them out of. 

As for powder there isn’t much that they 
won't shoot as long as it is a faster burning 
type. Even the PPC powders work well in it 
as do the ball type powders. Once again no 
problem. 

The .222 family of cartridges has often 
been bad rapped for having their primer 
pockets open up when using maximum 
loads. This is true with some lots of brass 
but is a problem easy to rectify, just switch 
to Remington primers if they start to loosen 
up a bit. Again, no problem. 

While not important to some, recoil is al- 
ways a factor, especially to a new shooter, 
and felt recoil from the .222 X 35 is signifi- 
cantly less than from the 6mm PPC. New 
women shooters will be appreciative of this | 
am sure. 

Feeding is another area noted as a prob- 
lem with the sharp shouldered .222 X 35 or 
any other sharp shouldered cartridge for 
that matter and it is a justified concern. 
Again we have a problem easily dealt with. 
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The coned bolt and breech system so com- 
mon today is just the ticket for this problem. 
With my Stolle actions | can machinegun 
when the need arises with the best of the 
PPC guns. 

Less time and money spent searching for 
brass and powder means more money and 
time left over for whatever. Less time spent 
jacking around with those cases means 
more time left over for whatever. | don’t 
enjoy full length resizing in my shop, let 
alone at the range. 

Allin all the .222 X 35 is a cartridge that is 
a pleasure to shoot and one which will serve 
the new shooter well. | know what many will 
be saying about now, this is all fine and well 
but it just can’t compete with the PPC, gar- 
bage! The following list is not bragging be- 
cause it is not that impressive, but in just 
three competitive shooting seasons it is not 
that bad either. 


Grand Aggregates 2 ist 
Grand Aggregates 1 2nd 
Grand Aggregates 5 3rd 
2-Gun 2 2nd 
2-Gun 2 3rd 
Top 10 Regionals 7 
Top 5 State 4 
Sm. Group 4 
Official Screamers 3 


And a 13th place in 100 yd. 10 shot Unlim- 
ited at Super Shoot against a whole bunch 
of 6mm PPC guns. 

The cartridge will work for the new shoot- 
er and if you are into less hassle and more 
shooting pleasure, and still want to be com- 
petitive, it works very well indeed. 

If you desire more information on the .222 
X 35 please feel free to write or phone. 

Brad Rosenthal 
6202 California St. 
Omaha, Ne. 68132 
402-556-7838 
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OEHLER’S NEW 35P BRINGS OUT 
THE EXPERIMENTER IN YOU 


| recently shot my old Oehler Model 32/11 
Chronograph. It wasn’t anything the gadget 
had done or not done, simply an accident 
not an execution. You've heard the current 
expression “stuff” happens? This was one 
of those times. (I must say it was a shot any 
benchrester would have been proud of). | hit 
one of the plastic boxes dead center and 
parts flew everywhere. If you had seen me 
do it (and several shooters did) you probably 
would still be laughing. Most of the guys that 
witnessed the event were either too polite or 
afraid to laugh when they saw the expres- 
sion on my face change. 

To make a long story short, | called 
Oehler, identified myself, and inquired about 
their repair services. A gentleman by the 
name of Clovis listened as | explained how 
the accident happened. (He didn’t laugh at 
me either. At least he didn’t drop the phone 
on the floor). Clovis told me that the 6100-3 
Skyscreen, although very old, could still be 
repaired and alll had to do was box it up and 
mail it off. He also told me that he thought 
Dr. Oehler might like to speak with me but 
that he was out of town and wouldn’t return 
until Monday of the following week. 

Things got busy and | never did get 
around to mailing the damaged Skyscreen 
off that week. The following Tuesday a 
package arrives from Oehler Research; in- 
side the box is a new chronograph and a 
note from Dr. Ken Oehler that says, “Use 
the chronograph to complete your testing 
and let me know what you think.” After 
reading Ken’s note the first thing that raced 
through my mind was, “You'd better not 
shoot this one.” 

Before | tell you about some of the im- 


by 
John J. Gammuto 


proved features of the new 35P, allow me to 
share some personal insights relative to 
chronographs and their use. I'll begin by 
saying that if you are not presently working 
with a chronograph you are severely handi- 
capping yourself. In the area of load devel- 
opment alone, you will find it to be an invalu- 
able tool. How would you like to work up a 
load using maybe 20-25 bullets rather than 
the 100-200 you are presently sending 
down range with unsatisfactory results? 
This is easily accomplished with a chrono- 
graph. Especially with one that is as sophis- 
ticated as the new Oehler Model 35P. 

Benchrest shooters normally work with 
five shot groups because they believe the 
results are indicative of how good a load de- 
velopment job they have done. With a chro- 
nograph you might, in the early stages of the 
load development process, find it more effi- 
cient and less time consuming to only fire 
three shot groups, atleast until you get with- 
in 50 fps of the optimum velocity of your car- 
tridge. Think of all the powder, bullets, prim- 
ers, and brass you have gone through 
Striving for that “magic” load over the years. 
Forget about the aggravation, you weren’t 
aggravated you were having what’s known 
as fun. (Remember, you could have been 
home cleaning out the garage or painting 
the house.) The price of a chronograph 
seems to be a very small investment when 
you consider all of the above. | use the word 
investment because that is exactly what it 
is. | literally have shot out barrels searching 
for the perfect load and we all know what 
custom barrels are worth these days. 

A chronograph is a must when you are 
working in an area where no published load- 
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Premium Sporter and ammunition test barrels. 
For information call or write: 
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ing data is available. Testing your own wild- 
cat cartridge might be one use, checking the 
impact of different primers on velocity read- 
ings another. Its applications are only limit- 
ed by your own imagination. Believe me, 
owning a chronograph will bring out the ex- 
perimenter in you. 

If you haven’t already seen the advance 
advertising on the new 35P, you are proba- 
bly wondering what could Oehler have done 
to improve on their very successful Model 
33? If you know anything about electronics 
or computers you know that “state of the 
art” was yesterday. By the time you get 
done comparison shopping the item you 
were originally looking at became obsolete. 
| am pleased to say that this product is not 
like that at all. Although the unit has under- 
gone several design modifications, Oehler 
Research has never left their past custom- 
ers holding the bag. Every time an improve- 
ment feature has been incorporated, a rea- 
sonably priced upgrade package was also 
made available. | believe this is a rarity in 
business today, especially in our sport. If | 
am not mistaken the Model 33 Chronotach 
has been on the market for approximately 9 
or 10 years. That is the kind of stability that 
indicates to me the design was well con- 
ceived and executed from the beginning, 
and that we as consumers have not paid for 
any debugging or refinements along the 
way. 

Consider all the gadgets we use in com- 
petitive benchrest shooting; have you ever 
been made to feel that last year’s “super 
such and such” is now trash and you could- 
n't win a match using it if everyone else 
dropped out? | don’t know what you call it 
but | call it market manipulation. | am 
ashamed to admit, even though | know 
what’s going on, | still fall prey to it every 
year in one way or another. This is a sepa- 
rate issue and | promise to take this topic up 
at a later date. Suffice it to say, we all like to 
win and are too easily intimidated into think- 
ing we no longer have what it takes to win 
with respect to “state of the art” equipment. 

Now this is the type of warranty | like! 

“For twenty years Oehler has offered a 
very simple warranty. If you weren’t satis- 
fied, we'll return your money. If it doesn’t 
work, we'll fix it or replace it. While our writ- 
ten warranty for all these years has been 
limited to three years, we’ve repaired most 
units at no charge even though some were 
fifteen or twenty years old. Our customers 
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are reasonable; if they shoot a screen or ac- 
cidentally smash a chronograph, they ex- 
pect to pay for repairs. If a part simply 
breaks or wears out, we fix it for free.” 

Some of the improved features of the 
Oehler Model 35P are as follows. 

1) A printer has been built into the chrono- 
graph housing and summaries are printed 
as you shoot. It prints with ink on standard 
2.25” plain roll paper and the rated life is 
300,000 printed lines. On the print out you 
will find such things as primary velocity, 
round number, proof velocity and statistical 
summary of primary velocity. One of the big 
features for me was the fact that you no 
longer have to interrupt shooting to record 
each individual velocity reading in your note- 
book. 

2) Asecond chronograph or Proof Chan- 
nel, as it’s called, has been built into the 
35P. The proof channel compensates for 
skyscreen limitations. The best skyscreens 
provide great accuracy and reliability over a 
wide range of light conditions. When 
skyscreens work properly, they are great. 
The myth that skyscreens either work per- 
fectly or fail completely has been accepted 
too long. There is a gray area between 
working properly and failing completely. In 
the gray area the indicated velocities are 
near the expected velocity, and the errors 
escape detection. The addition of another 
chronograph, and a third skyscreen pro- 
vides the user with a greater measure of 
confidence when it comes to recording the 
information he is looking for. The second 
chronograph insures the accuracy and relia- 
bility of the velocity measurement of each 
shot. The system alerts the shooter if the 
difference between velocty readings indi- 
cates a significant error. 

3) An edit mode has also been incorporat- 
ed to facilitate the editing of the occasional 
invalid or atypical shot. The operating sys- 
tem in the edit mode allows for instant re- 
play of up to twenty shots. Any invalid shots 
may be omitted from the summary during 
replay. 

4) The accurate Skyscreen Ill detectors 
provide the shooter with a much larger de- 
tection area than any other on the market 
today. For me this means | am less likely to 
shoot another chronograph if I’m only pay- 
ing half attention. The skyscreens can also 
be used for testing of handguns, shotguns, 
airguns, and bows. 

5) The new 35P uses a 4MHz crystal 
clock and allows the system to be operated 
at reduced screen spacings compatible to 
those advocated by other manufacturers. 
System instructions clearly indicate that 
these short screen spacings are allowed but 
not recommended. A fast clock cannot 
compensate for all the errors inherent to 
short screen spacing designs. There is no 
doubt that short screen spacings are more 
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convenient, but you are only fooling yourself 
into believing you are collecting significantly 
accurate data at these distances. On the 
other hand when you measure two veloci- 
ties on each shot, as is the case with the 
proof channel, the benefits of sensible spac- 
ings become relevant. 

In conclusion, the chronograph over the 
years has been viewed mistakenly by the 
average shooter to be something “nice” to 
own. Let’s be honest, every time we get our 
hands on some extra cash we start thinking 
about actions, barrels, triggers, and 
scopes. Your present equipment may be 
perfectly fine. You could be running around 
replacing everything when your only prob- 
lem might be that you have never gotten 
your projectile down range at the proper 
speed. 

The importance of recording individual 
and average group velocities, as well as 
standard deviation statistics relative to 
group measurements cannot be overstat- 
ed. You have read many articles that have 
dealt with the topic of keeping good re- 
cords, enough said? 

I'd like to leave you with the impression 
that a chronograph is anything but some- 
thing “nice” to have. It is a precision instru- 
ment that should be placed high on your pri- 
ority list of things to own, i.e., if your 
intention is to shoot with the “big guys”. You 
have heard me say this before with respect 
to shooting techniques and other accuracy 
related products, this is one of those gadg- 
ets that the top shooters keep in their clos- 
ets and don’t talk about much. How do you 
think these guys stay on top match after 
match? The answer is once again, they are 
consistent in all that they do. A chronograph 
is a tool capable of providing you with imme- 
diate and invaluable technical data. Evalu- 
ate the data properly and you have insured 
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a greater measure of consistency in the 
areas of internal and external ballistics. This 
translates into smaller groups and aggre- 
gate scores. Owning a chronograph also 
provides you with the means to collect rele- 
vant data and conduct meaningful experi- 
ments. 

There is nothing more frustrating than be- 
lieving something is true and not being able 
to support your position. 

Some other previously written PS articles 
pertaining to the use of chronographs are as 
follows. 

“The Radar Chronograph’, 

R.R. Moorhead, Oct., 1974 

“The Skyscreen System”, 

Kenneth Oehler, Ph.D., Apr., 1976 

The Oehler Model 33, 

Col. Rick Hornbeck, Jan., 1979 

“The Chronograph - |”, 

Col. Rick Hornbeck, Oct., 1979 

“The Chronograph - II”, 

Col. Rick Hornbeck, Jan., 1980 

If you would like to know more abut the 
Oehler product line you may write them at: 
Oehler Research, Inc., PO Box 9135, Aus- 
tin, TX 78766 or call their toll free number 
800/531-5125. 


LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR 


Dear Dave 
As a reader and subscriber to “Precision 
Shooting” | would like to see a section of the 
magazine dealing with the building and care 
of live varmint rifles. This is my interest in the 
accurate rifle game and | have learned a 
great deal about caring for my live varmint 
rifles by reading how bench rest shooters 
clean their guns, load their ammo, etc. At 
one time | did some competitive shooting in 
the heavy varmint class and hunter class 
but since there is little activity in western 
Pennsylvania and | do not care to drive sev- 
eral hundred miles to compete | have re- 
turned to being a long range woodchuck 
and crow sniper but with high grade ex- 
tremely accurate varmint rifles. 
| do not believe “Precision Shooting” 
should publish varmint hunting stories but 
should publish articles dealing with varmint 
wildcat cartridges, rifle building procedures, 
tuning up procedures, etc. | believe the in- 
clusion of this type of article would tend to 
increase the number of readers and keep 
more people like myself resubscribing. 
Sincerely, 
Ed Atts 
Route 1, Box 122 B 
Utica, Penna. 16362 
31 


PPC BRASS VERSUS .222 BRASS 


Dear Mr. Nagy, 

This letter is in response to your article in 
Precision Shooting several months ago in 
which you argue about the way in which | 
measured Sako .220 Russian neck walls. 
You can argue all you want about my meth- 
ods and the micrometer | used, especially if 
you don’t bother to find out the details; but 
you can’t change the results or the facts. 
When you have mic’d out over 1,000 .220 
cases as conscientiously as | did, I'll listen to 
you. Pete Callan of G & C Brass already 
pointed out to me the inaccuracy inherent in 
measuring new brass without expanding 
and sizing the necks first and a copy of this 
letter will go to him. Pete measured 100 
cases for me and came up with good re- 
sults. How many have you measured? 

First of all, let me set you straight on the 
micrometer | used. It is a Mitutoyo Mod. 
115-313, which comes with a .187 ball anvil, 


carbide spindle, ratchet stop, spindle lock 
and measures to .0001”. You can call it a 
“tubing” mic or a “ball” mic or whatever you 
want. The manufacturer says it is for mea- 
suring cylinder walls. | won’t argue seman- 
tics with you. You may want to check with 
L.E. Wilson Co. and see what they sell for 
measuring case neck walls. | think you’d be 
surprised. Mine differs from Wilson’s in that 
instead of the 60 degree spindle taper, I’ve 
used a 45 degree taper. Additionally, I’ve in- 
stalled a bushing on the anvil as a stopping 
device to allow consistent readings at .125” 
from the case mouth. Unless you do this, 
you'll get as many different readings later- 
ally on the neck as you will around the cir- 
cumference. 

As | mentioned in my article in the July, 
1987 issue of P.S., | felt my tests indicated 
quality deficiencies in the current lot of Sako 
.220 brass. It’s been my experience that 


NECK WALL VARIATIONS 


(1) Sako .220 Russian Cases 


Variation 


-0001-.0005 
.0006 

.0007 

.0008 

.0009 

.001 


Sub total 


.0011-.0015 


Sub total 


.0016 and up 
Totals 


you can take unsized, factory new cases 
and mic the necks and get a pretty good 
idea of the number of cases with .001 neck 
wall variations after sizing, trimming, cham- 
fering, etc. Usually the number will double. 
The cases from G & C, however, were an 
exception, and | suspect it has to do with 
bulk packing, causing more neck dents, etc. 

| don’t know how particular you are about 
your case selection and | don’t care. Per- 
sonally, after 18 years of bench shooting, 
I’ve found that careful case selection does 
make a difference in groups whether you're 
shooting .222’s, PPC’s, .308’s or whatever. 
My tolerances for match cases include 
weight variations of no more than one grain 
and neck wall variations of no more than 
.001”. With over 43,000 cases on hand, | 
usually have no trouble coming up with a 
good set for any of the 17 caliber’s I’ve shot. 

You and Pete Callan may think that com- 


EXPANDED AND 


(2) PMC .222 cases: 
Variation 


.0001-.0005 
.0006 
.0007 
.0008 
.0009 
.001 
Sub total 


.0011-.0015 
Sub total 


.0016 and up 
Totals 
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NEW NECK SIZED 
No. % No. % 
2 19 52 4.98 
0 -0- 27 2.59 
11 1.04 48 4.60 
17 1.62 44 4.21 
21 2.00 32 3.07 
53 5.05 70 6.70 
104 9.90 273 26.1 
189 18.0 335 32.1 
293 27.9 608 58.2 
fT 72.1 _ 436 41.8 
1,050 100.0 1,044 100.0 
(3) R-P .222 cases: 
No. % Variation No. % 
8 4.0 .0001-.0005 35 7.0 
7 3.5 .0006 32 6.4 
10 5.0 .0007 30 6.0 
13 6.5 .0008 39 7.8 
12 6.0 .0009 26 5.2 
lb | 5.5 .001 42 8.4 
61 30.5 Sub total 204 40.8 
_53 26.5 .0011-.0015 116 23.2 
114 57.0 Sub total 320 64.0 
_86 43.0 .0016 and up 180 36.0 
200 100.0 Totals 500 100.0 
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paring new Sako .220 brass with once fired 
F.L. sized PMC .222 brass is a joke, but just 
to make the comparison more scientific, 
and perhaps to prove my theory, | ran all 
1,050 .220 cases | bought from G & C 
through a Jarrett 6mm expander die then 
ran each case through a Bonanza 6PPC 
neck sizer twice and remeasured the neck 
walls. You know what? The PMC cases still 
had a higher percentage of neck wall varia- 
tions of .001 or less (30.5) vs 26.1% for the 
.220’s. 

Admittedly, the .220 and PMC cases are 
of recent manufacture and | wanted to mic 
some fairly new U.S. made .222 cases to 
add to my tests. Several months ago | 
bought a batch of once fired R-P .222 
cases, full length sized them and mic’d the 
necks on the first 500. A total of 40.8% of 
these had neck wall variations of .001 or 
less and weights ranged from 88.5g to 
92.9g with 63.7% falling in a 1g range (91.1 - 
92.1). Weight tests were not run on the 
Sako .220 cases as | would only weigh 
these cases after fireforming and trimming. 
The attached sheet details my findings on 
neck wall variations more specifically. 

In addition to the aforementioned findings 
with respect to neck wall variation, | also ob- 
served the following about the sample of 
Sako .220 cases: 
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(1) About 80% of the thick and thin points 
on neck walls were the same before 
and after expanding and neck sizing 
and these were usually at 180 de- 
grees to each other. 

(2) Original large neck wall variations 
measured before sizing also re- 
mained large after expanding and 
neck sizing, with few exceptions. 

(3) Cases with the smallest neck wall var- 
iations maintained small weight varia- 
tions (225 in sample) after fireforming 
and trimming. 

(4) Cases noted with large neck wall vari- 
ations seemed to also have a larger 
than average weight variation (20 
worst cases used). 

(5) Cases having large neck wall varia- 
tions also had worse head wall thick- 
ness variations and it gets more pro- 
nounced the farther back you go 
(disect a few with a jeweler’s saw 
through the thick and thin points and 
debur before measuring). 

(6) Cases with minimum neck wall varia- 
tions group better and more consist- 
ently; at least for me they do. 

At any rate, if you or Pete Callan think the 
current lot of Sako .220 brass is so great, 
I’ve got a deal for you. You are more than 
welcome to come to Indianapolis to re- 


measure my cases as all used in my sam- 
ples still have the thick and thin points 
marked on them. Better still, I’ll be glad to 
trade either of you 600 .220 cases that are 
already expanded to 6mm and neck sized 
and ready for most neck turners, for 600 
new Sako .220 cases. Just think of the labor 
you'll save! All you’ll have to do is turn the 
necks, fire form, trim and use them in the 
next Super Shoot! 

Regards, 

Bill Schroer 

5275 E. 79th St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46250 


CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 

Please let us know, well in advance, what 
your new address will be. Send your old 
address too — even better, enclose the 
address label from a recent issue. The Post 
Office will not forward your copies unless you 
pay extra postage, but we will see that your 
“Precision Shooting” reaches you, without 
interruption, if you notify us six weeks in 
advance of your move. Write to Precision 
Shooting, 5735 Sherwood Forest Drive, Akron, 
Ohio 44319. 

When giving your address please add your 
Zip Code number. 


SHOOTERS’ SUPPLY 
Written Correspondence to: 
P.O. Box 6421 - Dept. PS - Midland, Texas 79711 
Phone - 915-563-4341 (In Texas) 


Toll Free - 800-351-1466 (other 47 States) 


SPECIALIZING IN PRECISION COMPONENTS AND EQUIPMENT 


SALE ENDS OCTOBER 14th 1988 


AND WE ARE BACK IN BUSINESS. WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY 


THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR FRIENDS THAT MADE OUR 
LIQUIDATION SALE SUCH A SUCCESS. 


LET US HEAR FROM YOU 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION AND PRICES SEND $2.00. 
DEALER INQUIRES WELCOME — SEND FFL AND SALES TAX CERTIFICATE (IN TEXAS) 
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Dear Dave 

Enclosed is a copy of a 300 yards target 
shot by the good Dr. Palmisano, the co- 
inventor of the PPC cartridge. It was shot by 
Dr. Palmisano on June 18, 1988 at the IBS 
Long Distance Championships at the 
Weikert, Pa. range. He shot this group, a 
beautiful .303 with a 13%2 pound rifle in the 
light varmint class, and of course the record 
will not count because of that. But, disre- 


S Sho 


Es YAR: mz 


GEZA NAGY 


garding the technicals, that’s one hell of a 
good group. | checked the January 1st re- 
cords of both the IBS and the NBRSA, and 
that group is smaller than the records of all 
the classes except the heavy varmint. The 
IBS has a current record of .259, and the 
NBRSA shows .285 for the heavy varmint 
class at 300 yards. 

| asked Lou whose bullet he was shoot- 
ing, and he would not divulge this informa- 
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tion, even to me. Because this is not at all 
like Lou, | would wager that there was 
something a little different about the bullet 
other than who made it. 

Having worked with Lou in testing guns 
and loads for the U.S. International and 
Olympic shooting teams, | know that he has 
a lot of things on his mind (understatement). 
He is constantly trying to improve bullets 
and many other aspects of shooting. He 
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thinks nothing of trying out something new 
during the middle of a match, if a seemingly 
good idea occurs to him or is suggested to 
him. Winning is nowhere as important to him 
as is the development of a new concept. 
That is why he was shooting a heavy var- 
mint rifle in the light varmint class. He was 
testing something or other, and the heavier 
gun he obviously felt would give him more 
reliable data. 

At Fort Benning, during the 300 meter na- 
tional championships last November, he 
took several shooters aside, one at a time, 
and demonstrated the proper way to cleana 
rifle barrel. These guns get very badly fouled 
because of the long strings of shots fired. 
For instance the prone course of fire calls for 
60 record shots, plus sighters. Some shoot- 
ers will fire 15 to 20 sighters before the 
course of fire is started. Not only do the bar- 
rels become incredibly fouled inside, but you 
could fry an egg on the barrel’s exterior. In- 
variably the shooter whose barrel Lou had 
just cleaned would make a good showing or 
even win the next event. Our benchrest 
guns go through life as a picnic compared to 
the grueling punishment that these guns are 
subjected to. Perhaps we should try to get 
Lou to write an article on his method of 
cleaning a gun. 

Lou has told me that after the small bore 
Olympics in Korea he is not going to get in- 
volved in the things that detracted from his 
shooting ability. He is going to settle down 
and concentrate on improving his shooting 
again. (Editor: if anyone out there really be- 
lieves that Dr. Palmisano will not have his 
nose in a minimum of a dozen projects at 
any given time . . . | have a very nice bridge 
...in Brooklyn . . . for sale). 


PENCE 
PRECISION BARRELS 


17 Cal.-50 Cal. Cut Riflings 
Hand-Lapped 
Stainless Steel Rifle Barrels 


Engineered By: G.G. Sherer 


Owner/Operator: Ron Pence 


Free Price List Available 


PENCE PRECISION BARRELS 
R.R. #2 Rd. 900S. 
S. Whitley, In. 46787 
219-839-4745 
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TRADING POST 


One man’s “Junk” is another man’s “Collector’s 
Item!” Turn your surplus items into cash with a 
Trading Post ad. ORDER FROM EDITOR. 


Groups of figures, abbreviations and initials count 
as words. Hyphenated word counts as two words. 
Name and address of advertiser is counted. Use full 
words instead of initials and abbreviations and make 
your meaning entirely clear. 

Classified type ads: no display. Rates: 15 cents per 
word per insertion, prepaid. Minimum charge is 
$1.50. Closing date for ads is the 1st of the month 
preceding publication. To illustrate: we must have 
your ad copy in hand by August 1st to make the 
September issue. 


WANTED: Leupold 36X with crosshairs; 
excellent to mint condition. Also want 
Automag pistol. (206) 588-7362. 


WANTED: Artillery style range finder for 
long range varmint hunting, with or without 
tripod. Paul Landell (801) 425-3272. 


FOR SALE: 6PPC sporter, 40X fluted cone 
bolt. Two Hart barrels, .262 neck, both 
shoot “in the teens”. Glass stock, Shilen 2 
0z., 36X Leupold-Premier scope. Built by 
Masker. New wrenches, vise, Sinclair 
micro-measure, arbor press, nutcracker 
dies, seater, stands, powder, bullets, all 
kinds of tools, bench rest. List much too 
long to list here. Precision Shooting maga- 
zine, 8 years. Early Rifle and Handloading 
magazines. Well over $2,000 invested. First 
$1,300 plus shipping. (315) 336-8717 late 
evenings. 


HEAVY varmint, left bolt, right port Wichita, 
two 6PPC barrels, Oakley sizer, Wilson 
seater, Canjar trigger, dark jade Rechnitzer 
paint, Six thumbhole, test fired only. $1,000 
cash. Will accept mint 722 in .222 or .222 
Mag in trade, plus cash. Wild Bill Elliott (216) 
933-9981. 


FOR SALE: Remington 700 BDL Classic, 
.22 PPC. Brass and all loading tools includ- 
ed. $600.00. Call anytime (402) 826-2475. 


FOR SALE: 24X Leupold, crosshairs, 
$195.00. Like new. Consider trade for tar- 
get .22 rifle with peep sights. Phone (817) 
759-4568 after 5:00 pm. 


FOR SALE: Sako type extractors, complete 
with spring and plunger, $16.00 each. 
Bushings 5/8 inch o.d. with 7/16 (.437) hole, 
$3.50 each. Don Weathersbee, 913 
Shorecrest, Garland, Texas 75040. Phone 
(214) 272-6288. 


FOR SALE: Redfield 3200 and Weaver 
T10. Rick Taylor, 306 Taylor Ave., Annapo- 
lis, Md. 21401 (301) 263-2073. 


FOR SALE: Heavy varmint .222 Jalapeno 
wildcat, complete outfit with custom hand 
and press dies, one extra bolt with PPC 
boltface. 250 rounds fired, Schneider bar- 
rel. It cost me $1,800; | will sell the entire out- 
fit for $950. Also Leupold 36X for $175. 
David Parsons Jr. Phone (8:00 am to 5:00 
pm Eastern) (203) 379-3366, (6:00 pm to 
10:00 pm) (203) 379-6628. 


SELLING: 22 rimfire Remington 40XB 
sporter, semi-finished stock, 1/2” barrel 
groove, Remington pattern, Bishop “D” 
grade, $100. 22 rimfire 40XB sporter 7 shot 
magazine, $30. Book, “Ordnance Went Up 
Front”, by Roy Dunlap, $75. No phone. 
Edward J. Trzeciak, 15 North Street, Sche- 
nectady, N.Y. 12305. 


FOR SALE: Stock reduction. “Switch gun’, 
Stolle Teddy action, .23/45 tight neck, 
heavy varmint - unlimited classes. Burns 
trigger, McMillan stock, with weight sys- 
tem. Detachable aluminum floor plate, with 
rail. McMillan barrels; heavy varmint 600 
rounds; unlimited 400 rounds. With cases. 
Smithed by T.J. Jackson, $1250. Shilen 
DGA, Serial # 022. Heavy varmint, .223 
tight neck, Remington 2 oz. trigger, 
McMillan barrel, 450 rounds, laminated 
heavy varmint walnut stock, pillar bedded, 
with cases and seating die. Smithed by 
Broughton, $950. Both in excellent condi- 
tion. Call Stan (216) 882-6877 after 6:30 
pm. 


WANT TO TRADE: New Remington BDL 
stock for T-16 Weaver scope or will consid- 
er outright purchase of scope. Harold 
Shipley, 3501 Boles, Alamogordo, New 
Mexico 88310. 


LATHE - South Bend 13” Swing/ 7’ Bed W/ 
3 Jaw (Adjustable) and 4 Jaw Chucks, Face 
Plate, Drive Plate Steady Rest, 1 H.P. 110/ 
220 V.GOOD WAYS $1,950.00. Horizontal 
Mill - Cincinnati # 1M W/ Swivel Vise and 
Spiral Dividing Head $1,500.00. Clausing 
Vertical Mill - Excellent $1,100.00. Joe 
McMillian (512) 378-5447 after 4. 
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is delighted to deal with 
you or your supplier for 


BLACK MAGIC 
BOX 2 
WESTWOOD, MA 02090 


SWEET’S 
7.62 SOLVENT 


(See P.S. 2/83 Pg. 8) 
S.A.S.E. FOR DETAILS 


LIVE VARMINT SHOOTING 


Dear Mr. Macune 

| was surprised and even delighted to see 
something on varmint cartridges in the 
pages of Precision Shooting recently. I’m 
sure that you will receive a lot of response to 
your questions, and good advice it will be, 
too. Over the years of being affiliated with 
the IBS I’ve found that not only are most of 
the members extremely knowledgeable, 
but also very willing to share and help their 
fellow shooters. | could give you pages full 
of incidents where they have helped me, but 
that’s for another time. 

In response to your question as to whatis 
the ultimate live varmint round, let’s start 
evaluating your personal situation. (Editor: 
getting kind of personal, aren’t you? Let’s 
just start with firearms involvements, and 
leave the rest to Dear Abby). You said that 
you are a long range crow and woodchuck 
hunter. | will assume that means up to 400 
yards plus. My personal opinion is that 500 
yard shots and beyond, with .224 bullets, 
regardless of muzzle velocity, should not be 
attempted ... because in an average 
breeze of 5 to 10 mph... at that range a55 
grain bullet . . .even one that left the muzzle 
at 3900 f.p.s. . . . will drift anywhere from 12 
to 24 inches. So, even if the bullet drop is ex- 
pertly and correctly compensated for . . . the 
percentage chances of a clean hit are much 
too low. (Editor: I'll handle the games of 
chance and the gambling around here). 

You said that you are currently working 


Neil Jones: 


astom Products 
Our Business is Serving the 


\LJov,, Precision Shooter 


‘a Custom Products is dedicated to 
the design and manufacture of 
high quality tools and equipment. 

Our customers are competitive 
shooters, dedicated ballistics ex- 

perimenters, and varmint hunters . . . 

those who take their hobby seriously. Unlike 
large shops, we cater to wild catters and like minded 
innovators. 
The Custom Products line consists of the super-precise 
Micro Measure, adjustable neck sizing and bullet seating 
dies; 7/8 -14 threaded neck sizers; tool steel 48” cleaning 
rods; an action cleaning kit; bore guides for cleaning 
rods; a decapping tool ... and MUCH MORE. 
We have American Brass to sell and 7/8 x 14 Threaded 
Forming Dies, Micro Neck Sizer, and Micro Bullet Seat- 
er to go with it. 
If, after reviewing our brochure you have questions, or if 
you need something not readily available, we hope you 
will write or call so we can perhaps help solve the 
problem. Latest Catalog and Price List — Only $1.00 


weno 


Custom Products 
R.D. 1, Box 483-A e Saegertown, PA 16433 
(814) 763 2769 


with the .22-250 and the .220 Swift. | would 
have to say that both are excellent choices. 
My experience with the .22-250 personally 
is limited, but several of my friends have had 
good success with it, and swear by it. | cur- 
rently have twolive varmintrifles . . .oneis a 
Ruger M-77 .220 Swift with 7000 rounds 
through the barrel (Editor: | would suspect 
that you should be able to seat into the lands 
... with a four inch long bullet or so). The 
other is a .22 Cheetah Mark Il with a 26” 
McClennan barrel, 1-14 twist, on a Reming- 
ton 40X action, in a McMillan fiberglass 
stock. Over the years | have found the Swift 
to be a joy to own and shoot. Keep in mind 
however that benchrest and hunter class 
shooting have taught me a few valuable and 
basic lessons. 

First and foremost is the need to keep a 
barrel free from fouling . . . especially when 
dealing with high-velocity, over-bore car- 
tridges like the Swift and the Cheetah. Im- 


‘proper and/or not enough cleaning is proba- 


bly responsible for more barrels dying 
before their time than any other single fac- 
tor. The next family of factors that | picked 
up from my benchresting experience is to in- 
telligently and carefully experiment to find 
answers to what improves ... and what 
makes worse ... a rifle’s accuracy .. . the 
need to increase or decrease a powder 
charge (does not remain a constant over 
time . . . temperature, humidity can slightly 
change, from time to time) . .. whether your 
barrel requires flat-base or boat-tail bullets 
. .. the need to change to a faster or slower 
burning powder . . . adjustments to seating 
depth . . . to name just a few. All are vital to 
top notch accuracy. 

Next and most important is the rifle itself. 
If all the other procedures have been pains- 
takingly followed, including case prepara- 
tion (a very important step that | probably 
should have mentioned earlier) . . . and the 


rifle still will not shoot to your expectations, 
then you should be able to start logical trou- 
bleshooting ... scope, mounts, bedding, 
etc. As arule most of my production varmint 
rifles (and | am talking exclusively heavy 
barrel rigs here) are bedded in the action 
area, and the barrel is free floated. In addi- 
tion, the ones in wooden stocks are 
rebedded every other year, just a paint-coat 
thickness to allow for shrinkage. This of 
course pertains to glass bedding. | have 
found that several bedding compounds, 
such as Devcon and the epoxy steels and 
aluminums do not shrink. 

There are many points to consider before 
one gives up on a cartridge. As for the Swift, 
there are two schools of thought. One says 
to shoot it as hot as you can make it go, peri- 
od . . . and the devil take the hindmost. The 
other school says to reduce the load and 
look for maximum accuracy. There are guns 
in which the hottest Swift load also turns out 
to be the most accurate. If your Swift is one 
of these, then heaven has indeed blessed 
you, and forgiven you your transgressions. 
In my Swift. . .l was not so blessed. My par- 
ticular load of IMR 3031 (36.5 grains) with 
Hornady 53 grain match bullets (hollow 
point), in Norma brass, and Federal 210 
match primers is not one that you are likely 
to find in a listing of Mr. Ackley’s favorite 
loads, or any place else for that matter. With 
an overall length of 2.840” as checked by a 
Sinclair depth gauge | am seated .05 thou- 
sandths off the rifling. | have to chamber one 
round at a time because my overall car- 
tridge length is too long to work through the 
magazine. This load would consistently 
shoot into the low to mid threes when the 
rifle was new. Now, 7000 rounds later, it will 
still shoot half inch groups all day long, but 
fouling in the throat area is becoming a prob- 
lem. 

The Cheetah, without getting too carried 


30 AMERICAN 


UNPRIMED BRASS 
Federal Cartridge Company manufactured. A basic case, 30-30 configuration, 
small primer pocket, small flash hole, annealed further down case body than 
usual, and manufactured to match case tolerances. 
$43.00 per 100 cases (minimum order) 
$38.00 per 100 cases (orders of 1000 cases or more) 
North Carolina orders add 5% state sales tax. 


We are currently chambering for the .219 Wasp, 6mm Wasp, 25 Wasp, and 30 Wasp. 


The first 50,000 case lot has sold out, we have 18,000 cases left, 
and another 50,000 cases are on order from Federal. 


DAVID TOOLEY 


516 CREEKMEADOW DRIVE 


GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28054 


Phone (704) 864-7525 
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away, is an awesome cartridge. My load of 
45.3 grains of H414 and a Sierra 55 grain 
BTHP bullet, and Federal 210 primers, out 
of reformed Winchester brass, gives me an 
average velocity of 3906 f.p.s., as 
chronographed 10 feet from the muzzle on 
a Oehler Model 33 and Skyscreen Il. This 
load is a solid half inch load, and the impres- 
sive part is that at 200 yards my groups are 
only slightly larger than at 100 yards, lead- 
ing me to believe that the bullets may not be 
stabilizing until they reach somewhere 
around the 100 yard area, because of their 
velocity. 

Okay, without jumping onto the Cheetah 
bandwagon, let’s do a bit of comparing. The 
Cheetah is definitely the velocity king. It pro- 
duces 3906 f.p.s. with a 55 grain BTHP, 
while the Swift gives us 3602 f.p.s. with a 53 
grain FB. Grouping ability at 100 yards is al- 
most even, perhaps a slight edge to the 
Swift. At 200 yards the slight edge goes to 
the Cheetah. With a 200 yard zero the 
Cheetah drops 4.23 inches at 300 yards, 
while the Swift drops 5.26 inches. In a 10 
m.p.h. crosswind at 300 yards the Cheetah 
will drift 7.53 inches, and the Swift 8.85 inch- 
es. Getting the picture so far? 

Now that you are ready to rush out and 
get a Cheetah, consider a few more factors 
first, please. Remember that the Cheetah is 
a complete custom rifle, with a heavy var- 
mint taper, match grade stainless barrel. It 
is in a fiberglass stock, with an action that 
has been trued, and a reworked trigger that 
lets off at aclear, crisp 12 ounces. Itis alsoa 
tight neck cartridge, which means that 


= MATCH 
GRADE 
—— BULLETS 


Fowler bullets have been competition proven in every 
major American benchrest event: the Cactus Classic; the 
Crawfish Invitational; the Super Shoot; the Champion- 
ships of both |.B.S. and N.B.R.S.A.; plus regional, state 
and local tournaments. 

These bullets are made by and for shooters who will 
accept only the best. They are hand swaged in Rorschach 
carbide dies from selected jackets, and subjected to 
rigorous quality controls to assure that dimensional and 
weight standards are met. 

6 mm: 63 grain, 66 grain and 69 grain flat base 

Box of 100 — $10.75 

Bulk pack of 1000 — $100.00 

22: 52 grain 

Box of 100 — $9.75 

Bulk pack of 1000 — $95.00 
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Fowlers 
3731 McKelvey Street ¢ Charlotte, NC 28215 
(704) 568 7661 
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cases must be neck turned. Also remember 
that the brass has to be formed, because 
production brass is not available. 

Taking all these points into consideration, 
my recommendation for most people would 
be to go with the Swift. | own both, and | 
must admit that the Cheetah really is im- 
pressive, and | don’t think that | have yet 
found the ultimate load for it; but I’m going to 
keep on looking shooting, 
chronographing, and testing. | hope that 
you will do the same with your varmint rifle. 
Be prepared to go back to the drawing 
board, again and again. At a minimum glass 
bed the action and free float the barrel. Bet- 
ter yet... far better yet... put it in a glass 
stock. Have a gunsmith such as Fred Sin- 
clair or Kenny Jarrett bore scope the 
barrel’s throat area and check the crown. 
Maybe it’s time for a new barrel; maybe not, 
but solid information is needed on which you 
can reach an opinion. Do not accept a 
clunky factory trigger, get a better one. The 
good part about all this is that you can do 
these things one at a time, as your experi- 
ments show to be necessary, and as your 
pocketbook allows. 


| started shooting hunter class in 1977, 
with a factory .243 Remington Varminter. 
Little by little | changed one thing at a time 

. . barrel, trigger, scope, stock, etc. In 1979 
| was fortunate enough to win the New Jer- 
sey state hunter class championship, and | 
won it again in 1981. . . this time with anoth- 
er barrel, but the same rifle. 

The point is, what you have can probably 
be made to do the job that you want it to, 
with a bit of time, a bit of experimenting, and 
a bit of intelligent planning. If | can help fur- 
ther, please drop me a line. 

Just a fellow chuck shooter. 

Chuck Loebsack 

484 Hallet Road 

East Stroudsburg, Pa. 18301 
(717) 424-8063 


BACK ISSUES 


are available from: John Hollister, R.D. #2, 
Box 2395, Whitehall, New York 12887-9539. 
Inquiries by mail only, please. Make checks 
payable to Precision Shooting. 
1-24 issues, $2.00 apiece 
over 24 issues, $1.50 apiece 


BOB PEASE ACCURACY 


P.O. Box 310787-S 


-o000- 


(AC 512) 625-1342 


NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS 78131-0787 
BENCHREST EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 


Adjustable Hex Torque Wrench 
Benchrest Scopes and Mounts 
B-Square rifle Rests & Arbors 


Cauterucio GTB Benchrest Bullets 
Corbin Cleaners, Laps and Lubes 

Davidson Vise, Ramps & Shrouds 
Federal Match Primers & Cases 

Hart Rifle Rest + 2 oz. trigger 

Jones PA Dies, Tools & Clean rods 
Kleinendorst Expandiron & Bolt tools 
Marquart Precision Neck Turning Tool 
Redding Benchrest Micrometer Measure 
PoorMan’s Remington 700V Accuracy Rifles 
with 1/4” accuracy capability. 5 calibers 
NO Shooter's Choice Cleaner & Grease 


Overseas 
Foreign Orders 
Just U.S. 50 
states & Canada 


Sinclair Rod Guides and Case Tools 
Tuller Glove Leather BR Sandbags 
Whitetail Carbide P. Pock. Reamers 
Wilson Seaters, Sizers & Trimmers 


The Bob Pease Collections; spiral bound booklets on accuracy. 
Vol. 1 $6.00 Vol. 11 $6.00 Vol. Ill $6.00 + 1.00 ea. first class 
(all three for $20.00 prepaid FIRST CLASS MAIL) 


Send $1.00 for 16 pages of brochure, 
prices, news and up-dates. 


MON - TUE - FRI - SAT 


afternoons best to phone 


TRANSCONTINENTAL HUNTER 


League - National Conference 


Newsletter of August 1988 


EASTERN DIVISION NORTHERN DIVISION CENTRAL DIVISION SOUTHWEST DIVISION 
DUNHAMS BAY 3-1 SNOW SHOE AK 4-0 ST. LOUIS 3-1 NORTHERN COLO 3-1 
TIFFIN OHIO 3-1 ENT!IAT WASH 3-1 S.W.LOUISIANA 2-2 LAS VEGAS NV 3-1 
HOLMSBG. PA 3-1 LA CROSSE WI 22 NORTHRN !OWA’= 2-2 SAN JUAN NM 3-1 
AURORA ILL 3-1 YELLOWSTONE MT 1-3 MENOM.FLS. WI 2-2 WACO AREA TEX 1-3 
CAP.CITY ME 2-2 WEST MONTANA 0-4 LA. CAJUNS 1-3 SEGUIN TEXAS O-4 
CHIPPEWA OH 2-2 T. C. ILLINOIS O-4 ALLIANCE NE 1-3 MENARD TEXAS 0-4 


SEPTEMBER SHOOTOFFS 
DUNHAMS BAY, NEW YORK SNOW SHOE ALASKA ST. LOUIS BENCHREST 
NORTHERN COLORADO LOUISIANA CAJUNS 


NEWS & THOUGHTS 


Dunhams Bay, NY locked up the Eastern with 18X counts attached to their 250's. 
Division rather handily in spite of a Tom Richards of Northern Colo. adds a new 
final match defeat. Tiffin, Holmesburg and name to the roles as does Randy Robinette 
Aurora all carried identical W/L records of lowa and Rodney Landry of the Cajuns. 
as Dunhams but lacked the point accum- Gary Vincent, also for the Cajuns and Bob 
ulation needed to win. Seymour of Alaska are previous 250 

In the Northern Division the Alaskans scorers. Congratulations to each and all! 
maintained the only undefeated season to Eight perfect scores is fantastic but to 
best friendly rivals Entiat, Wa. for the those who say it's easy - how come there 
title, has never been a 250-25X? Yet! 

The St. Louis Benchresters, in spite As another year of TCL competition 
of one defeat, rallied to the best div- ends it appears that the only real problem 
isional score and the highest point accum- we have is attendance, The other games, 
ulation in the league. Whether it be TCL silhouette, big bore etc. are gaining 
or Nationals they give a fine account of ground while in many areas Hunter Class 
themselves. attendance wanes. Why don't we all look at 

Northern Colorado squeezed past prev- what they are doing right and what we are 
iously undefeated Las Vegas to win in the doing wrong. Do they treat guests nicer, 
stretch leaving Vegas and San Juan, NM do they help new shooters more, do they 
locked in a deadheat tie for second place. offer better prizes, do they get their 

Two divisions, the Eastern and newsletters out quicker and better. Too 
Central, had no O-4 losers while the many times in Hunter Class | have heard 
Northern and Southwest divisions each had the "We'll shoot the third Sunday, don't 
two. A look at the divisional averages Forget" reminder. STOP, without looking at 
shows both the East and Central divisions the calendar do you know if Sunday after 
above League average while the North and next is the third or fourth one. NO you 
Southwest divisions are sub-average. don't. Send a card, newsletter, note but 

The "POSSIBLE CLUB" this month is led get ‘em out. Your attendance and scores 
by Speedie Gonzales with his second will be better and you'll have more fun. 
straight closely followed by Dan Jarvis of Think over the winter what YOU can do to 
St. Louis and Bill Thompson of San Juan make YOUR club more competitive! 


Written by BOB PEASE 
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TCL 


Ameri-Con-News 


American Conference, Transcontinental Hunter Rifle League 
P.O. Box 72/ Madrid, 1A 50156 


REGULAR SEASON STANDINGS (WON-LOST RANKING) 


1. Prairie Dog,S.D. 4-0 

2. N. Colo., Colo. 3-1 6. Buffalo, Wyo. 3-1 
3. Cent-Tex N. 3-1 7. Golden, Colo. 3-1 
4. Minnetonka, Mn 3-1 8. Holmen, Wis. 3-1 
5. LaGrande, Ore. 3-1 9. Mainville, Pa. 2-2 


Old Business: W. Baumgardner (Holmen) has chal- 
lenged the writer to a rip-off (ya know - like one arm ata 
time) and Terry the Terrible has accepted the challenge 
— Terrible has always dreamed of being a quadra- 
plegic! William will be shooting 220 gr. Sierras next 
season, as the 190’s no longer reach the lands in the 
old Ruger. Oooo-kay! Also, those pesky Dakotans, are 
still grumbling about the heat and claiming to know 
what wind is — you guys load up and get out to Deck- 
ert’s — right now! 


Excitement, suspense, blazing rifles (in some 
places blazing forests), bravado, truth, justice — the 
Americon way — August provided them all! Out of the 
ee stepped the _ five shoot-off teams 
to wit: 


In the duel of the undefeated, Central Texas No. 
vs. Prairie Dog Target Club, such a battle took place, 
that midwestern skys have been hazy for days! The 
news media is cae the blazes in and about Yellow- 
stone Park, however, the battle royal is the real cause. 
Deckert sat upon a buckskin stud and, according to 
survivors, directed his pasture pups to dig a trench 
across the front — Pond got all worked up and dug a 
buffalo jump across the length of Kansas. Meanwhile, 
Deckert retreated to higher ground (Pikes Peak, Colo., 
they say), while Donley Darnell, Mel Klasi, Jim Bolden, 
and Daniel Nyffler flanked the Longhorns and drove 
them over the brink — Prairie Dog 1227-47X; Cent. Tex 
No. 1226-51X. The pasture poodles sit alone at 4-0; 
Cen. Tex. No. at 3-1. 


A resurgent Tri-County team desperately needed 
to prevail over 1987 champs No. Colorado; such was 
not their lot. Colorado closed out the regular season 
with a strong 1238-42X to best Tri-County’s 1228-35X. 
Tom Richards led No. Colorado with a 250-9X; the 
second possible from the No. Colorado club for 1988. 


Minnetonka finally got five shooters sobered up on 
the same day, posting a season best (for them), while 
the Kentuckians also capped their season with a team 
high of 1210-30X. However, Bluegrass suffered to 0-4, 
while Minnetonka scrambled to 3-1, by virtue of a 250- 
14X by (yes, yours truly) R. G. Robinett; 248-11X by 
Ralph Judd; 248-8X - Terry Meyer; 248-8X - Mike Prokosch; 
245-4X - Arnie Olsen: 1239-45X. 


All the while, Minnetonka kept an eye on the hori- 


zon for signs of the holocost: Red Lodge vs. Mainville. 
For Minnetonka to ‘“‘Get In”, Huck Hutson’s crew had to 
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14. Alliance, Nebr. 
10. RedLodge,Mt. 2-2 15. Bald Eagle 
11. Tri-County, Ore. 2-2 16. Blue Grass, Ky. 
12. Dakota, S.D. 2-2 17. Van Dyne, Wis. 
13. Cody, Wyo. 1-3 18. Minn.Htr., Mn. 


eSors 
RA KROO 


either defeat Mainville, thus evening Red Lodge with 
the Penn. Pack at 2-2, or bow to Mainville while tallying 
less than 1216 points — not a likely bet from the third 
highest scoring Ameri-Con club! Huck rode aroyal bull 
elk through the fires of Yellowstone, chanting ‘This is 
a good day to die, this is a good day to die!’’ Dave Ritter 
and Shawn Stewart took up the chant, eee Huck 
through the wilderness;whereupon they crossed paths 
with a pair of maniacs riding double on a buffalofDave 
Flaskey and Frank Phillips — the whole psychopathic 
band returned, bleary eyed, and delirious, to Red 
Lodge, Mt., and shot their TCL match! Respectivel 
shooting: 248-2X; 248-12X; 249-14X; 250-11X; 250-15X; 
1245-54X! When the smoke cleared, Mainville had post- 
ed a tough 1240-51X, ending the regular season at 2-2 
with Red Lodge, Tri-County, and Dakota. 


Previously unbeaten Holmen, WI and 2-1 La 
Grande, Oregon drew a line somewhere near the 
Wyoming/Idaho border and began pushing one another 
around the landscape. LaGrande saw an opening and 
eet a throat hold on the Badgers: Holmen - 1185-32; 

aGrande, a fine 1231-37X. The victory by Vergari’s men 
tossed both teams into the log jam at 3-1. Neither team 
will make the shoot-off. 


TCL Possible Buckles are going to appear on sev- 
eral new belts come spring: Frank Phillips (Red Lodge) 
250-15X; R. G. Robinett Talnaatoriics) 250-14X; Dave 
ceeae nes Lodge) 250-11X; Tom Richards (No.Colo.) 
250-9X. The four newcomers were joined by repeat of- 
fender Huck Hutson, shooting for Cody, Wyoming — a 
fine 250-10X! Total 250 scores for 1988: Eleven. 


The five remaining clubs: 4-0 Prairie Dog (alone 
atop of the mound); No. Colorado 3-1 (4934-171X); Cen- 
tral Texas No. 3-1 (4,893-167X); Minnetonka, 3-1 (4,893- 
166X), Wild Card: Mainville, Americon Leading Scorer, 
4,935-178X (2-2). Per previous communication, return 
your shoot-off score prior to October 10, 1988. 


For those about to come under consideration — 
you know who you are — thank you for the cards and 
letters of encouragement, these make the effort profit- 
able! All of your coordinators deserve some kind word 
and pats on the back also, as the TCL is a team effort! 
All of our coordinators did excellent work this season 
— stay tuned for the last word in benchrest shooting; 
the Ameri-Con Shoot-Off Report! 


Yours for Competitive Shooting, 


R. G. Robinett 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


With all but the last few matches behind 
us it is now time to think about the off sea- 
son. For some this means renovating 
equipment or perhaps re-barreling. Still 
others begin thinking of winter league 
shooting or maybe making that set of flags 
you had promised yourself. Your officers 
are a strange lot, they think about the an- 
nual meeting, election of new officers and 
ways of improving the association and its 
functioning. 

Elsewhere in this issue is the annual 
meeting announcement with details and a 
phone number for the George Washington 
Lodge in Allentown, Pennsylvania. | have 
tried to put this years meeting in a fairly 
central area with good roads and easy ac- 
cess from many directions. | am asking all 
of you who can, and especially club direc- 
tors, to plan on attending. Add your voice 
and opinion to the actions taken and the 
problems considered at the meeting. Why 
not call and make reservations now while 
you are thinking of it? 

You will also notice that the slate of can- 
didates for President and First Vice Presi- 
dent is contained in another part of this 
issue. We hope to publish a brief biograph- 
ical sketch for each candidate in an up- 
coming issue prior to your voting. | would 
encourage each of you to vote after read- 
ing these sketches. Your carefully consid- 
ered vote will help us install the best offi- 
cers we can. 


For the first time IBS offered a struc- 
tured competition for “Rookie” of the year 
and “Group/Score” shooter of the year. If 
you fired your first registered match ever in 
1987 or 1988 you are eligible for Rookie of 
the Year. To have your points tallied send 
copies of the result sheets for any and all 
group matches you participated in to John 
Brown Jr. our second Vice-President. His 
address is printed with the other IBS offi- 
cers. We hope to have the sponsor, “Pre- 
cision Shooting Magazine,” present this 
award at the annual meeting. | believe Dan 
Rassier, the organizer and record keeper 
for Group/Score Shooter of the Year will 
also be giving the awards in this contest at 
the annual meeting. 

Finally, | would like to share with you 
some of the things that are being dis- 
cussed and considered for next seasons 
activities. A possible IBS Group/Score 
Video is being considered. This might be 
loaned to clubs or perhaps used at the 
NRA Convention as a membership boost- 
er for IBS. Another suggestion that is 
being kicked around is amoney shoot sim- 
ilar to the “Super Shoot” but sponsored by 
IBS. If you get the idea that increasing 
membership is on the minds of the more 
active members, you’re right. Any sugges- 
tions you might have along these lines 
would certainly be welcome as well. 


Best regards, 
Bob White 
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Edited by Dave Brennan 


Seventy nine shooters were at Council 
Cup for a match contesting the perennially 
popular light varmint and heavy varmint 
classes on July 30th and 31st. Russ Boop 
took the light varmint agg and the two gun 
award, while Bob White carried off the 
heavy varmint title and was a close second 
in the two gun agg contest. 

In the light varmint class (70 shooters), at 
100 yards Bill Bailey took the yardage win 
with a .2406 figure, trailed by: 2.) Jim Oliver 
.2526, 3.) Bob White .2556, 4.) Mark 
Holliday .2566, 5.) Russ Boop .2584. At 200 
yards it was Russ Boop with a .2455 figure, 
good enough for the yardage win. Those 
chasing Mr. Boop included: 2.) Mark 
Holliday .2728, 3.) Bob White .2778, 4.) Bill 
Rowley .2944, 5.) Jim Oliver .3015. Class 
grand aggregate, top ten: 1.) Russ Boop 
.2520, 2.) Mark Holliday .2647, 3.) Bob 
White .2667, 4.) Jim Oliver .2770, 5.) Tom 
Svack .2854, 6.) 

7.) Don Jones .3027, 8.) Joe Davis .3046, 9.) 
Bob Sicina .3134 (tie), Barry DeVliegher 
.3134 (tie). 

In the heavy varmint class, a big win at 
100 yards, and hang-on-for-dear-life ap- 
proach to the longer yardage (20th place to 
be exact) was enough for the class win. 


HEAVY VARMINT 


COUNCIL CUP 


Looking at things strictly from a statistical 
viewpoint, that particular approach to a 
grand agg usually gets you nowhere. How- 
ever, on this particular date, no one was 
able to shoot well at both yardages, and 
under those circumstances, everything is 
up for grabs. At 100 yards: 1.) Bob White 
.1850, 2.) Bill Bailey .2142, 3.) Brian 
Rubright .2172, 4.) Paul Bollinger .2280, 5.) 
Joe Davis .2384. And Russ Boop was to 
make a clean sweep of the 200 yard stage 
for the weekend, winning the heavy varmint 
class as well as the light varmint class: 1.) 
Russ Boop .2626, 2.) Jim Novak .2774, 3.) 
Henry Buhrman .2807, 4.) Barry DeVliegher 
.2860, 5.) Mike Walker .2922. Grand agg: 
1.) Bob White .2614, 2.) Paul Bollinger 
.2675, 3.) Barry DeVliegher .2695, 4.) Henry 
Buhrman .2702, 5.) Russ Boop .2741, 6.) 
Harlan Hoffer .2779, 7.) Bert Rypkema 
.2781, 8.) Bill Bailey .2816, 9.) Brian 
Rubright .2859, 10.) Joe Davis .2888. 
Two gun agg: 1.) Russ Boop .2631, 2.) 
Bob White .2641, 3.) Mark Holliday .2770, 
4.) Barry DeVliegher .2915, 5.) Joe Davis 
.2967, 6.) Bill Rowley .2980, 7.) Bill Bailey 
.2993, 8.) Henry Buhrman .3032, 9.) Jim Oli- 
ver .3058, 10.) Tom Svack .3117, 11.) Ted 
Parreco .3199, 12.) Bert Rypkema .3209, 


COUNCIL CUP JULY VARMINT SHOOT 
WINNING EQUIPMENT 


13.) Mike Gamble .3214, 14.) Paul Bollinger 
.38232, 15.) Jim Novak .3247, 16.) Seely 
Masker .3268, 17.) Harlan Hoffer .3284, 
18.) Tony Margelewicz .3306, 19.) Bob 
Sicina .3368, 20.) Floyd Stohner .3387. 


LEETOWN 


The Leetown, West Virginia club hosted 
19 shooters for a 100 yard varmint for score 
match on August 7th. 

Top shooters for the day were: 1.) Eubert 
Burgess 250-17x, 2.) John Eaton Sr. 250- 
17x, 3.) Milt Cook 250-17x, 4.) Ogden Black 
250-16x. Other shooters turning in 250 
scores included: Henry Buhrman 250-15x, 
Bill Bailey 250-15x, Paul Bollinger 250-14x, 
Gene Thompson 250-12x, Bob Broyles 
250-10x, and Clay Spencer 250-9x. 

Agg winner Eubert Burgess, of 
Smithsburg, Maryland shot a 6PPC, Wichi- 
ta action, Hart barrel, Premier 40x scope, 
27.8 grains of 322 powder with Euber 68 
grain bullets, in a rifle smithed and stocked 
by Seely Masker. 


Name Caliber Action 
B. White 6PPC CPS Schneider 
P. Bollinger 6PPC 40X Wiseman 
B. DeVliegher 6PPC CPS Hart 

H. Buhrman 6PPC Hart Schneider 
R. Boop 6PPC Hall Wiseman 
H. Hoffer 6PPC Hart Hart Sako 
B.Rypkema § 6PPC Stolle Lilja Sako 
W. Bailey 6PPC 40x SLV_ Hart PPC 
6PPC CPS Hart Sako 
6PPC Shilen Shilen Sako 


Barrel Load 
28.2g GI322 
28.0g H322 
28.09 H322 
27.59 GI322 
28.0g H322 
27.7g H322 
27.59 H322 
28.0g H322 
28.3g H322 
28.5 N201 


Bullet 

Rubright 63g 
Euber 68g FB 
Fowler 

Estes 68G 
Euber 68g BT 
Euber 68g 
Watson 68g FB 
Euber 68g FB 
Rubright 66g BT 
Berger 68g FB 


Case 
Sako 
Sako 
Sako 
Sako 
Sako 


Stocker 
White 
Spencer 
Adamowich 


B. Rubright 
J. Davis 


LIGHT VARMINT 

R. Boop 6PPC Wiseman _ Weider 
M. Holliday 6PPC Hart Hart 
B. White 6PPC Schnider White 
J. Oliver 6PPC Hart Masker Masker 

T. Svack 6PPC Hart Masker Masker 

B. Rowley 6PPC Wiseman _ Heist Hart 

D. Jones 6PPC Wiseman DJ Spencer 

J. Davis 6PPC Shilen Sinclair Shilen 

B. DeVliegher 6PPC Hart Masker Adamowich 
B. Sicina 6PPC Hart Dixon Dixon 


28.0g H322 
30.0g H322 

28.2g H322 
28.59 GI322 
27.69 H322 
28.0g H322 

28.0g H322 

28.5g N201 

28.0g H322 
22.0g 


Euber 68g BT 
Euber 
Rubright 63g 
Hollister 68g 
Euber 68g 
Euber 68g FB 
DJ 68g BT 
Berger 68g FB 
Fowler 66g FB 
Euber 


Sinclair 
White 
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IBS Annual 
MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 
January 13 & 14, 1989 


GEORGE WASHINGTON LODGE 
ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
(215) 433-0131 


AGENDA: 

Friday Evening - January 13 
Social gathering in IBS 

Suite reserved for Bob White 

Soda, beer, chips, pretzels 
assorted munchies and 
lively conversation 

6:00 PM until 11:00 PM 


Saturday - January 14 
Membership and Board of 
Directors Meetings 
8:00 AM until 6:00 PM 
(reserved time) 

Open Membership Meeting 

Introductory Remarks 

Committee Reports 

Special Announcements 

Financial Report 

Old Business 
Approval or rejection of temporary 
rule changes used in 1988 (See list 
with this announcement) 

New Business 
Approval or rejection of items sub- 
mitted as 1 year trial rule changes 
for 1989 (See list with this an- 
nouncement) 

Adjourn Membership Meeting 

Open Board of Directors Meeting 

Ratify action taken in Membership 

Meeting 

Set Championship Schedule and Lo- 

cations for 1989 

Address matters of club or range in- 

terest with Director Reps. 

Adjourn 

Informal Social Time 


Breaks will be taken in the morning and af- 
ternoon — coffee, soda and danishes will 
be provided. 


A buffet lunch will be available at a cost of 
$6.95 per person (all you can eat). The 
menu will include hot and cold entrees, sal- 
ads, garnishes, rolls and desserts 


20 rooms have been tentatively reserved 
for member booking by December 14, 
1988. 


Room rates $42.00 per night for singles or 
doubles; $48.00 triple, $54.00 Quad. 
All rates are plus tax. 


George Washington Lodge offers: indoor 
pool with jacuzzi and Sauna at pool side, 
George’s Tavern with Happy Hour from 
5:00-7:00 M-F, Oldies Night 9:00PM- 
1:00AM Fri. Restaurant, Shopping Malls 
and sites of interest are nearby. 


See map insert for area directions. 


1989 AGENDA ITEMS 


. Ratify or reject temporary rule changes 


made at the 1988 annual meeting. 


. Change the format of the annual meet- 


ing to include workshops, seminars, in- 
structional programs, ETC. 


. Execute a four year moratorium on all 


rule changes (during this moratorium 
the executive board will be able to 
make any rule changes it deems neces- 
sary in order to carry out the business 
of the corporation). 


. Adopt the following safety rule: All 


smoking is prohibited in any area that is 
used for communal loading at all IBS 
registered matches. Any violation of 
this safety rule will be grounds for auto- 
matic disqualification. 


. Adopt the following rule: All referees at 


all IBS registered matches must be IBS 
members in good standing. 


. Adopt the following changes: Re-word 


rule book #8,sec.III,B,paragraph 2) to 
read: The host club shall forward to the 
headquarters of IBS, within four weeks 
of the tournament, all registration cards 
together with a registration fee of one 
dollar ($1.00) per day. 


. Adopt the following change: Re-word 


rulebook #8,sec.III,B,paragraph 2) to 
read: two dollars ($2.00) per day. 


. Adopt the following changes: Re-word 


rulebook #8,sec.III,C,paragraph 2) to 
read: A registration fee of fifteen dollars 


7th St. Exit 


GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 
LODGE 


10. 


11: 


12. 


($15.00) for each days course of fire in 
championship tournaments is the maxi- 
mum fee approved. If both stages or 
two classes are fired in one day an addi- 
tional fee of seven dollars and fifty cents 
($7.50) may be charged. Host clubs of 
championship tournaments must pro- 
vide participation patches. 


. Adopt the following: All agenda items 


must be submitted to the agenda item 
committee no later than August 1, prior 
to the annual meeting 

Adopt the following: All ranges holding 
a registered match must have an oper- 
ating telephone and a first aid kit on 
hand, in the event of an emergency, 
even if IBS must bear the expense. 
Complete the up-date of rulebook #8 
by adding the IBS Bylaws starting with 
Article | page 31 thru Article XX! page 
46 of rulebook #7 after doing so dis- 
solve all previous issues of the 
rulebook. IBS, at a fee, will make the 
updated rulebook available to all mem- 
bers and clubs. 

Adopt the following safety rule: At no 
time after the registered match has 
begun will any person, other than range 
personnel or referees, be permitted 
down range until the days course of fire 
has been completed. Any person violat- 
ing this safety rule will be automatically 
disqualified. 
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TEMPORARY RULES PASSED AT THE 
1/16/88 ANNUAL MEETING 


1. Modify the last sentence of Section V, 


Paragraph G, Subparagraph 6 to read: 

. .. To this measurement shall be added 

a penalty of one quarter minute of angle 

for each shot cross-fired. 

. Modify Section III.T.1.a.i) to include the 

following: 

HV Grand Agg Winner (to be known as 

memorial to all deceased Benchresters) 

. Modify Ill.C.6 to read as follows: 

6) Preregistration for IBS Champion- 
ships shall be required at least 30 
days in advance of the Champion- 
ships. Prepayment of fees is not re- 
quired. However a written declaration 
of intent to attend is required. There 
will be a mandatory late fee of $10.00 
assessed for all registrations (written 
declaration of intent to attend) re- 
ceived after 30 days before the 
Championship. Should a preregis- 
tered competitor pay the fees in ad- 
vance and then be unable to attend, 
the total fees paid will be refunded. 

. Reword Section Ill.J to read as follows: 
Any competitor in a registered tourna- 
ment who feels aggrieved at a decision 
of the Range Officer or Referee may be- 
fore leaving the range on the day that the 
grievance arose and upon the payment 
of $10.00 appeal the decision by filing 
written notice with the Range Officer. 
The full written grievance must be mailed 
to the appropriate committee (Varmint, 
Score or Heavy Bench) and postmarked 
within 48 hours of the tournament. The 
statement should include: 

1. Reason for appeal. 

2. Rule being broken. 

3. Names of Referees, Range Officer, 
Scorer, etc. where appropriate. 

4. Name of Competitor breaking the 
rule. 


5. Statement must be signed. 
The appropriate committee will investi- 
gate the appeal and forward all findings 
to the Executive Board. The Executive 
Board decision is final. If the appeal is 
sustained, the protest fee shall be re- 
turned. If the appeal is overruled, the fee 
will be forfeited to the IBS. 
. Add Paragraph W to Section Ill. Para- 
graph W to read as follows: 
All registered IBS Tournaments (Score 
and Group) must have an IBS Rulebook 
available at the range. 
. Modify Section IIl.K by adding the follow- 
ing: 
. .. The official Score bulletin shall list the 
names of the Referees and Official Scor- 
er. 
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7. Add paragraph 4 to Section III.T as fol- 


lows: 

4) ROOKIE AWARD 
Any Group Shooting competitor that 
has two years or less experience in 
Group shooting competition shall be 
eligible to compete for the Rookie 
Award. The Benchrest Shooting All 
Stars Chairperson shall keep records 
based on achieving 1 point for each 
competitor beaten at registered tour- 
naments. Rookies need to be desig- 
nated in the match results (Official 
Score Bulletin). The Award will con- 
sist of a Keeper plaque paid for by 
Precision Shooting. 


8. Light Varmint Class Restrictions. 


The agendaitem to restrict the Light Var- 
mint Class to .240 or smaller was reject- 
ed at the 1/16/88 meeting with a stipula- 
tion that restrictions of the LV or SP class 
not be entertained on the agenda for the 
next three years. 


1988 TENTATIVE 
1.B.S. VARMINT 
MATCH SCHEDULE 


October 8-9 — CENTRAL JERSEY RIFLE and 


PISTOL CLUB, Jackson, N.J. — N.J. State 
Varmint Championship - HV, LV - 100/200 
yds. - LV 8 am, HV pm 


INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS 
1988 ELECTION 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


Ballots for the election of the Presi- 
dent and First Vice President of IBS 
will be mailed to the homes of voting 
members in late November. The bal- 
lots must be returned to the Record- 
ing Secretary no later than December 
31, 1988. 


The candidates for offices are as fol- 
lows: 


PRESIDENT 
JIM BORDEN 


FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
JIM OLIVER 
DAN RASSIER 


Biographical sketches are planned 
for next months announcement. 


1988 TENTATIVE 
IBS SCORE 
MATCH SCHEDULE 


October 9 — LEETOWN — H, VH and Varmint 
for Score - 100 yds. - 10 am 

October 16 — SULPHYR SPRINGS — H, VH 
and Varmint for Score - 100 yds. - 10 am 

October 23 — FACTORYVILLE — H, VH and 
Varmint for Score - 100 yds. - 11 am 

October 30 — YORK / CAPITAL CITY — H, VH 
and Varmint for Score - 100 yds. - 11 am/9 am 
(C.C.) 


November 6 — MAINVILLE — H, VH and Var- 
mint for Score - 100 yds. - 11 am 


INTERNATIONAL 
BENCHREST SHOOTERS 


IBS OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT 
Robert A. White 
8 New Jersey Avenue 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849 
Phone: (201) 663-5159 (home) 


VICE PRESIDENT and 
MATCH SCHEDULE CHMN. 
Dennis Collins 
R.D. #4, Box 4875 
E. Stroudsburg, Pa. 18301 
Phone: (717) 424-8761 


2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
John Brown Jr. 
Rt. #1, Box 223 
McGaheysville, Va. 22840 
Phone: (703) 289-5365 


TREASURER 
Brian Hollister 
R.F.D. #2, Box 60 
Whitehall, New York 12887 
Phone: (518) 499-1569 


SECRETARY 
James Greenawalt 
102 Brandon Road 
Yonkers, New York 10704 
Phone: (914) 776-1581 


RECORDING SECRETARY 
Joan Borden 
R.D. #1 Box 244A 
Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 
Phone: (717) 833-2234 


PAST PRESIDENT 
James F. Borden 
R.D. #1 Box 244A 
Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 
Phone: (717) 833-2234 


IBS EDITOR 
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Match #5 Winning Equipment 
7 Relays — 70 Shooters 


Name Group Cal. BBI. Scope Gunsmith 
Greg Mizopalko 10.375 (BIk)30CH Hart Unertl Clarence Hammond 
Howard Wolfe 6.562 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Lori King 8.250 300 wby. Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Jim Chapman 9.687 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Henry Chapman 10.937 ? Hart Unertl ? 
Phylis Burk 14.937 308 Baer Wiseman Unertl Bruce Baer 
Boyd Shepler 10.625 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Name Score Cal. BBI. Scope Gunsmith 
J.J. Bradley 95 308 Sup. Hart Leupold Gene Graybill 
Larry Mitchell 95 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Bruce Baer 94 30 BGS SR Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Rick Loy 92 300 Win Hart Unertl ? 
Mark King 93 300 Win Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Tom Petrazala 88 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Greg Amand 91 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
Shoot Off Winner Group Shoot Off Winner Score 
#1 Greg Mizopalko - 15.000 #1 Rick Loy- 81 
Smallest Group Fired High Score of the Day 
Howard Wolfe - 6.562 Larry Mitchell - 95 
Closest to Center J.J. Bradley - 95 
Earl Chronister - .075 Largest Group Fired 
Roy Mummey - 29.937 
Winning Equipment 
8 Relays - 68 Shooters 
NAME GROUP CAL. BBI. SCOPE GUNSMITH 
Greg Amand 8.687 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 
Greg Mizopalko 5.781Blk. .30Ch Hart Unertl Clarence Hammond 
Phylis Burk 13.250 308 Baer Wiseman Unertl Bruce Baer 
Harold Schleicher 8.125 7mm Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Paul Dewalt 11.718 308 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Dwight Burk 12,125 30BGS Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
Tom Leighton 7.968 .236 R.MountainLeupold Tom Leighton 
George Smith 6.281 300 Baer Hart Unertl Bruce Baer 
NAME SCORE CAL. BBI. SCOPE GUNSMITH 
Mark King 96 300 Wby. Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Lori King 90 300 Wby. Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Tim Fronk 89 30 Ack. Hart Atkinson Howard Wolfe 
Rose Mary Conzo 95 300 Wby. Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Earl Chronister 90 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Bob Wolfe 82 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Ken Keefer 86 30.378 Hart Unertl Howard Wolfe 
Les Hagerman 87 308 Sup. Hart Unertl Gene Graybill 


Shoot Off Winner Group 


Greg Amand 10.031 


Smallest Group Fired 


Greg Mizopalko 5.781 BLK. 


Closest to Center 
Rick Loy .562 


Shoot Off Winner Score 


Les Hagerman 94 


High Score of the Day 


Greg Mizopalko 98 


Largest Group Fired 
Ken Laudenslager 27.062 


DUNHAMS BAY 


July 9th and 10th, the so-called “.22 
shoot” at The Bay. Sixty-five shooters, and 
28 of them were firing .22 caliber. This re- 
port must needs be technical in nature (ah, 
every now and then, a bit of usage of the ar- 
chaic mother tongue . . . even just a phrase 
. .. iS SO Satisfying), one may find the back- 
ground “color” in this month’s editorial. 
Along with the slander and back-biting that 
you have come to expect from a proper IBS 
match report. And have a right to expect, 
dear reader. Rest assured ... there is no 
plan to return to responsible journalism at 
PS headquarters. (We’re quessing that you 
were not too worried about that possibility, 
in any event). 

In the heavy bench class (15 shooters). . . 
a6 SM Wasp almost won the grand aggre- 
gate. . . quite an accomplishment for the lit- 
tle wildcat. Of course if some PPC cases do 
not arrive here pretty soon . .. the Wasps 
might outnumber the PPCs on the firing line 
next year. At 100 yards: 1.) Bob White 
3082, 2.) Peter Pfluke .3094, 3.) Bill Nieimi 
.3252, 4.) Ed Ziliox .3308, 5.) Jim Greer 
.3612. At 200 yards: 1.) Bill Nieimi .3399, 2.) 
Peter Pfluke .3645, 3.) Jim Greer .3851, 4.) 
Brian Hollister .3914, 5.) Lee Euber .4021. 
Grand Agg: 1.) Bill Nieimi .3326, 2.) Peter 
Pfluke .3370, 3.) Jim Greer .3732, 4.) Bob 
White .3797, 5.) Brian Hollister .3857. 

Light Varmint Class (50 shooters). At 100 
yards our beloved editor was, in a complete- 
ly uncharacteristic mode, doing well at 100 
yard. Through four groups anyway. Weath- 
er conditions were kind of tricky, and groups 
of .303, .249, .250, and .258 had the editor 
very certainly “in the hunt”. | might have sur- 
vived had not the good Mr. Greenawalt 
started telling everyone who would listen, “I 
think he’s gonna winit. . . for Pete’s sake, | 
think he’s got it”. | was attempting to remain 
calm, and think of tranquil scenes. I’m sure 
that Jim meant well . .. coming up behind 
me, and suddenly blurting out things like. . . 
“NOW STAY CALM.” And... “TRY NOT 
TO THINK ABOUT BEING IN THE LEAD” 
And... “ARE YOU NERVOUS?” I can only 
say that when | blew that fifth group all to 
hell and gone . . . at least | got a little peace 
and quiet thereafter! At 100 yards: 1.) Brian 
Rubright .2588, 2.) John Alapi .2596, 3.) 
Bob DeMonstoy .2716, 4.) Jim Oliver .2756, 
5.) Jim Stekl .2780, 6.) Tom Peria Sr. .2856, 
7). lra Farnsworth .2974, 8.) Floyd Stohner 
.2996, 9.) Mike Mastrianni .3002, 10.) Dave 
Brennan .3016. At 200 yards: 1.) Tom Peria 
Sr. .2636, 2.) Tom Svack .2830, 3.) Leo M. 
Gustafson .2933, 4.) Jim Oliver .3168, 5.) 
Floyd Stohner .3356, 6.) Tony Margelewicz 
.3475, 7). Bob Sicina .3609, 8.) Tom Lake 
.3623, 9.) Brian Rubright .3626, 10.) Jim 
Meyer .3632. Grand agg: 1.) Tom Peria Sr. 
.2746, 2.) Jim Oliver .2962, 3.) Brian 
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DUNHAMS BAY WINNING EQUIPMENT 


HEAVY BENCH 
Shooter 

Pfluke 

Greer 

White 

B. Hollister 


Barrel 
Shilen 
Hart 
Hart 
Hart 


Load 
29.0-H322 
— GI322 
28.4-H322 
30.5-N201 


Bullet 
Euber 68 
Euber 68 
Brawand 65 
Hollister 68 


Gunsmith 
Masker 
Masker 
White 
Hollister 


Scope 
Leu. 36 
Ly-Sie 30 
Leu. 36 
Ly-Sie 30 


LIGHT VARMINT 
Peria 

Oliver 

Rubright 

Svack 

Stohner 


Wichita 
Stolle 
Trophy 
40XBR 
Panda 


Leu. 36 
Leu. 36 
Leu. 36 
Leu. 36 
Ly.-Sie 32 


26.5-H322 Dixon 51 
— GI322 Hollister 68 
28.1-H322 Rubright 65 


28.0-H322 Brawand 68 


Dixon 
Masker 
Wieder 
Masker 
Self 


HEAVY VARMINT 
Peria 

Svack 

Niemi 

Euber 

M. Hollister 


Wichita 
Wichita 
Niemi 
Teddy 
Wichita 


Leu. 36 
Leu. 36 
B&L 36 
Leu. 36 
B&L 36 


28.0-H322 
27.6-H322 
30.0-N201 
27.5-H322 
28.0-T322 


Euber 68 
Euber 68 
Niemi 68 
Euber 68 
Hollister 68 


Dixon 
Masker 
Niemi 
Hollister 
Hollister 


Rubright .3107, 4.) Floyd Stohner .3176, 5.) 
Leo M. Gustafson .3233, 6.) Tom Lake 
.3321, 7). Mike Mastrianni .3351, 8.) Tony 
Margelewicz .3362, 9.) Bob Sicina .3385, 
10.) Tom Svack .3387. 

Heavy varmint class (61 shooters) 100 
yards: 1.) Lee Euber .2248, 2.) Tom Peria 
Sr. .2288, 3.) Brian Nieimi .2446, 4.) Dick 
Maretzo .2462, 5.) Jim Oliver .2486, 6.) Dick 
McMore .2582, 7). Joe Winters .2626, 8.) 
Charlie Fountaine .2672, 9.) Ed Ziliox .2706, 
10.) Ed Hoard .2712. At 200 yards: 1.) Tom 


YORK 


A score shoot at the Izaak Walton 
League range on July 3rd, with good weath- 
er conditions being the order of the day. 

Varmint-hunter class (7 shooters): 1.) K. 
L. Miller 250-13x, 2.) Ray Silver 249-7x, 3.) 
Erwin Shinkle Sr. 248-14x, 4.) Gary 
McPherson 247-8x, 5.) Bob Linn 247-5x. 
Agg Winner K. L. Miller, of Jacobus, Pa. 
shot a 6PPC, Remington action, Wiseman 
barrel, Weaver T6 scope, 27.6 grains of 
H322 with 66 grain Fowler bullets and Fed- 
eral primers, in a rifle smithed by Clarence 


Svack .2537, 2.) Myles Hollister .2894, 3.) 
Tom Peria Sr. .2996, 4.) Charlie Fountaine 
.3141, 5.) Jim Borden .3156, 6.) Brian Nieimi 
.3214, 7). Carl Lynn .3266, 8.) Al Skiver 
.3436, 9.) Lee Euber .3567, 10.) Tom Lake 
.3605. Grand Agg: 1.) Tom Peria Sr. .2642, 
2.) Tom Svack .2777, 3.) Brian Nieimi .2830, 
4.) Charlie Fountaine .2907, 5.) Lee Euber 
.2908, 6.) Myles Hollister .2973, 7). Carl 
Lynn .3013, 8.) Jim Oliver .3052, 9.) Jim 
Borden .3059, 10.) Leo M. Gustafson 
3209. 


Denny Hartman 250-14x, 8.) Al Whiteash 
250-13x, 9.) Steve Weddle 250-12x, 10.) 
Barry Devliegher 250-10x, 11.) Ted Druck 
250-7x. Agg winner Stan Starzinski, of 
Kingston, Pa. shot a 6PPC, Hart 1A action, 
Hart barrel, Leupold 36x scope, 27.5 grains 
of H322 with 68 grain Euber bullets and 
Federal primers, in a Seely Masker smithed 
rifle. 


In the two gun aggregates, the heavy 
bench - heavy varmint title went to Lee 
Euber, for his .3418. Lee was followed by 
Brian Hollister with a .3624, and Bill Niemi 
with a .3644. In the heavy varmint - light var- 
mint category, we had a “cakewalk”: 1.) 
Tom Peria Sr. 2644, 2.) Jim Oliver .3007, 3.) 
Tom Svack .3082. 

Official Screamer groups were fired by 
Jack Sutton (.083 in heavy varmint), and 
rookie Dick Johnson (.093 in heavy var- 
mint). 


We note that in the varmint-hunter class, 
K. L. Miller’s win was his third victory in the 
York County Championships, and as such, 
the trophy went home permanently with Mr. 
Miller. This particular trophy had been con- 
tested since 1971, and is only the second 
trophy to be retired at the club since 1967. 
(Ken Bailey, back in 1970, retired the other 
trophy after three wins). 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS APPLICATION 


a ar a a a ere 
Hammonds. 

Hunter class (8 shooters): 1.) Randy Fritz ADDRESS 
249-7x, 2.) Gary Long 247-12x, 3.) Guy “ny STAT on 


Green 245-9x, 4.) Fred Reisinger 245-4x, 
5.) Agnes Sabo 245-3x. Agg winner Randy 
Fritz, of Bloomsburg, Pa. shot a 30-30, 
Remington action, Polygon (7?) barrel, 
Lyman 6x scope, 33.0 grains of T322 with 
his own 135 grain bullets and Remington 
7¥2 primers, in a rifle smithed by himself. 
Varmint for score (21 shooters): 1.) Stan 
Starzinski 250-19x, 2.) Eubert Burgess 
250-18x, 3.) Ed Starzinski 250-17x, 4.) 
Frank McKee 250-16x, 5.) Richard Pryor 
250-16x, 6.) C. Kinard Jr. 250-15x, 7). 
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receives no magazine — $5.00/year 
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IBS Membership and Precision Shooting Magazine — $30/year 
Associate Membership — Must live in same household as a Regular Member — 


Junior member — 17 and under — no magazine — $5.00/year 
Overseas Membership — Includes Precision Shooting Magazine $42.50 in US Funds for Surface Mail 


$60.00 in US Funds for Air Mail 


Life Membership — includes Precision Shooting Magazine — $300.00 in US Funds 
Club Membership $37.50 for American Continents 


$42.50 Overseas (US Funds only) 


MAIL MEMBERSHIPS TO: JOAN BORDEN, R.D. #1 Box 244A, Tunkhannock, Pa. 18657 
Make checks payable to IBS. 
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MAINVILLE 


The Pennsylvania State Score Champi- 
onships on July 16th and 17th were, from a 
weather viewpoint at least, no place for the 
faint of heart. Since there were 70 shooters 
on the grounds, at least at the start of 
things, this certainly says something about 
the determination level of the local citizenry. 
Saturday opened with a typical day in a peri- 
od of time we could call the Eastern 
drought. Several weeks have passed with- 
out a rainfall of any substance, and Satur- 
day was typical ... 103 degrees, and wel- 
come to Death Valley East. The drought 
broke that evening, with a thunder and light- 
ning storm that you could read by (fine print 
and all) “all through the night”. Sunday was 
the kind of day that masochistic drill instruc- 
tors in the French Foreign Legion love .. . 
mud, rain, heat, wind. It sounds to me like a 
dress rehearsal for what Hurricane Gilbert 
subsequently did to Jamaica. The Mainville 
match report summarized things for the 


HUNTER 


weekend ... “We had 100° plus weather, 
mirage, wind, haze, heavy rain, dark skies, 
1 tornado, 2 hurricanes, and no PS editor”. 
To tell you the truth, guys, on Friday evening 
| looked at the Weather Channel on the fam- 
ily TV ... noticed a prominent death-head 
(or skull, if you prefer) over the state of 
Pennsylvania . . . and made one of the bet- 
ter decisions of my career. 

Agnes Sabo, in the 12 shooter hunter 
class, won both yardages, and set male ego 
back just a tad for the weekend. That 246- 
3x at 200 yards, while second place was 
shooting a 235-5x for the yardage, was an 
impressive win for the lady. In fact, the mere 
idea of a lady shooting through those 
screwy weather conditions was impressive 
enough in itself! At 100 yards: 1.) Agnes 
Sabo 248-11x, 2.) Joe Gilbert 248-7x, 3.) 
Vince Pastorella 247-12x, 4.) Tony Hopkins 
247-8x, 5.) Erwin Shinkle 245-6x. At 200 
yards: 1.) Agnes Sabo 246-3x, 2.) Vince 
Pastorella 235-5x, 3.) Gary Long 234-2x, 4.) 
Tony Hopkins 232-2x, 5.) Joe Gilbert 231- 


IBS PENNSYLVANIA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 


WINNING EQUIPMENT 


2x. Grand agg: 1.) Agnes Sabo 494-14x, 2.) 
Vince Pastorella 482-17x, 3.) Gary Long 
479-13x, 4.) Tony Hopkins 479-10x, 5.) Joe 
Gilbert 479-9x. 

Varmint hunter class, with 11 shooters 
saw another shooter, Bill Theis, take a big 
200 yard win, and cake-walk into the grand 
aggregate win as a result. Dennis Collins 
took the 100 yard aggregate with the only 
250 score for either hunter or varmint- 
hunter classes, via a 250-11x figure. The 
good Mr. Collins was trailed by: 2.) Joe Gil- 
bert 249-10x, 3.) Michael Williams 248-10x, 
4.) Anthony Groff 246-7x, 5.) Bill Theis 
246.6x. At 200 yards: 1.) Bill Theis 238-1x, 
2.) Tony Groff 232-3x, 3.) Michael Williams 
230-1x, 4.) Joe Gilbert 228-1x, 5.) Dennis 
Collins 227-3x. Grand aggregate: 1.) Bill 
Theis 487-7x, 2.) Mike Williams 478-1 1x, 3.) 
Tony Groff 478-10x, 4.) Dennis Collins 477- 
14x, 5.) Joe Gilbert 477-11x. 

In the varmint for score side of the aisle, 
Ted Parreco used x-count to nose out 
Roger Gower at the grand aggregate wire. 


Rifle Load Gunsmith 
36 4380 — 

41 H4895 Self 

36.4 H4895 Fritz 

34.2 H4895 Fritz 

33.5 H4895 :P. Self 

35 H4895 Wieder 
36 GI322 Fritz 

33 T322 Fritz 

34.5 748 Farnsworth 
39.5 4895 Masker 
39 H380 Self 


Bullet 
Custom 70 
Own 168 
Sierra 168 
SG 140 
V-C 68 
Berger 68 
Watson 125 
Fritz 135 
Rem 68 
Sie 168 
Self 68 


Score Caliber 
494-14 6/250 


No. Competitor 
Agnes Sabo 


Scope 
Hart Weaver 
Vince Pastorella 482-17 308 Hart Weaver 
Gary Long 479-13 30X47 MacLennon Leupold 
(200 yards) 7X44 H-S Weaver 
Tony Hopkins 6X44 Hart Leupold 
Joe Gilbert 6x44 Hart Lyman 
Erwin Shinkle Sr. 30SFG Hart Weaver 
Randy Fritz 30/30 Polygon Lyman 
Ira Farnsworth 6X250 Hart Lyman 
Tom Svack 30X44 Hart Leupold 
David Kern 6X250 Hart Weaver 


479-10 
479-9 
475-10 
469-6 
465-4 
464-9 
450-2 


VARMINT-HUNTER 
Bill Theis 
Michael Williams 
Anthony Groff 
Dennis Collins 
Joe Gilbert 
Bernard Williams 
Tom Svack 
Bill Gebhardt 


484-7 
478-11 
478-10 
477-14 6PPC 
477-11 6PPC 
472-7 6 

458-4 6SMWASP 
423-7 6PPC 


6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 


McMillan 
Hart 
McMillan 
Hart 
Hart 
Hart 
Hart 
Hart 


Olewine 70 
Olewine 70 
Watson 65 
Rub./Bra 65 
Euber 68 
Olewine 
Eub 68 
Olewine 70 


28 H322 Hammond 
27% T322 Self 

27.8 Gl Hammonds 
27.8 H322 Wieder 

38 H322 Masker 

28 322 M Williams 
30 748 Masker 
272 H322 Kempfer 


Lyman 
Weaver 
Leupold 
Weaver 
Lyman 
Weaver 
Weaver 
Leup 


VARMINT 

Ted Parreco 
Roger Gower 
H.Q. Buhrman 
Gary Long 

Bill Bailey 
Carl Lynn 

Jeff Ely 

Rich Whiteash 
Paul Bollinger 
Paul Ryan 


_ 


493-22 
493-19 
492-17 
492-13 
491-22 
491-9 

490-7 

489-17 
488-19 
488-17 


240 Hawk Lilja 


Fowler 63 
Rub. 65 
Fowler 66 
Fritz 68 
Euber 68 
Lynn 70 
Rub 68 
Rub 65 
Euber 68 
Brian 68 


27.5 H322 Sinclair 
28 H372 Brackney 
28 GI322 Self 

28.6 T322 Fritz 

28 H322 Hammond 
28 H322 Lynn 

28.5 GI322 Korjinsk 
31 W748 Weider 
28 H322 Spencer 
27.5 GI322 J Borden 


Premier 
Leupold 
Prem 

Leupold 
Leupold 
Leupold 
Leupold 
Leup 

Leupold 
Leupold 


6MM 
6PPC 
6BR 
6MM 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 
6PPC 


Hart 
Schneider 
Hart 

Hart 

Hart 

Hart 

Hart 
Wiseman 
PJ Hart 


COON OA fWND 


_— 


46 PRECISION SHOOTING — OCTOBER, 1988 


There were 47 shooters on Saturday, and 
41 shooters on Sunday. Exactly where the 
half dozen went (home? off-track betting 
parlor? cocktail lounge? gun shop? book 
store? toy store?) we do not know. It does 
however go to show that common sense 
and good judgement are not completely 
missing in eastern Pennsylvania! Bill Bailey 
took the 100 yard stage, with a 250-18x, fol- 
lowed by: 2.) Ted Parreco 250-17x, 3.) 
Eubert Burgess 250-1 6x, 4.) Rick Whiteash 
250-16x, 5.) Denny Hartman 250-16x, 6.) 
Roger Gower 250-15x, 7.) Paul Ryan 250- 
15x, 8.) Stan Starzinski 250-14x, 9.) Paul 
Bollinger 250-13x, 10.) Don Gentner 250- 
13x. Lester Bruno took the 200 yard crown 
with a 245-4x. Trailing a bit were: 2.) Ted 
Parreco 243-5x, 3.) Roger Gower 243-4x, 
4.) Henry Buhrman 243-4x, 5.) Gary Long 
242-5x, 6.) Dan Rassier 242-1x, 7.) Bill Bai- 
ley 241-4x, 8.) Jeff Ely 241-2x, 9.) Carl Lynn 
241-1x, 10.) Al Whiteash 239-2x. Grand ag- 
gregate: 1.) Ted Parreco 493-22x, 2.) Roger 
Gower 493-19x, 3.) Henry Buhrman 492- 
17x, 4.) Gary Long 492-13x, 5.) Bill Bailey 
491-22x, 6.) Carl Lynn 491-9x, 7.) Jeff Ely 
490-7x, 8.) Rick Whiteash 489-17 x, 9.) Paul 
Bollinger 488-19x, 10.) Paul Ryan 488-1 7x. 


INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTER BUCKLES 
NOW AVAILABLE 


LOW LUSTER NICKLE FINISH 

SERIAL NUMBERED — SOLD IN SERIAL # ORDER 
COST: $10.50 Postpaid 
MAKE CHECK TO IBS 
INTERNATIONAL BENCHREST SHOOTERS 
C/O JOAN BORDEN 
RD#1, BOX 244A 
TUNKHANNOCK, PA. 18657 


IBS AFFILIATED CLUBS 


CAMILLUS SPORTSMEN’S CLUB 
Henry Gonnella 

420 Hawley Ave. 

Camillus, NY 13203 


CAPITOL CITY RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB 
Joe Gilbert 

P.O. Box 1025 

Augusta, Maine 04330 


CENTRAL JERSEY RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB 
Geza Nagy 

436 S. 5th St. 

Highland Park, NJ 08904 


COUNCIL CUP RIFLE RANGE 
Wally Hart 

332 Montgomery St. 
Nescopeck, PA 18635 


DUNHAMS BAY FISH AND GAME 
CLUB, INC. 

Walt Hodges 

112 Feeder Street 

Hudson Falls, NY 12839 


ENGLISHTOWN BENCHREST SHOOTERS 
ASSOCIATION 

Bob White 

8 New Jersey Ave. 

Hopatchong, NY 07849 


FACTORYVILLE SPORTSMEN CLUB 
Paul Ryan 

RD1 1005 Pheasant Rd. 

Clarks Summit, PA 18411 


FAIRCHANCE GUN CLUB 
Roy Leckemby 

RD #2 Box 21 

Smithfield, PA 15478 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY I.W.L.A. 
Bob Broyles 

610 State Circle 

Martinsburg, WV 25401 


KELBLY’S RIFLE RANGE 
George Kelbly 

7222 Dalton Fox Lake Road 
North Lawrence, Ohio 44666 


MAINVILLE SPORTSMEN CLUB 
Randy Fritz 

RD #3, Box 411 

Bloomsburg, PA 17815 


ORIGINAL PA 1000 YARD 
BENCHREST CLUB 

Sarah Morgan 

Box 1413 

Williamsport, PA 17703 


PAINTED POST FIELD & STREAM 
Craig Baravalle 

P.O. Box 325 

Corning, NY 14830 


PINE TREE RIFLE CLUB INC. 
Charles Clark 

P.O. Box 45 

Johnstown, NY 12095 


PRAIRIE DOG TARGET CLUB 
Don Deckert 
Porcupine, SD 57772 


SALISBURY ROD & GUN 
P.O. Box 4061 Dagsboro Rd. 
Salisbury, MD 21801 


SNOW SHOE GUN CLUB 
P.O. Box 125 
Kenai, Alaska 99611 


SOUTH CREEK ROD & GUN 


Lawrenceville, PA 16929 


SULPHYR SPRINGS R & G 
John 

304 South Market Street 
Muncy, PA 17756 


THURMONT CONSERVATION CLUB 
Richard Grosbier 

10220 Aliview Drive 

Frederick, MD 21701 


TITUSVILLE SPORTSMEN’S CLUB 
Larry Sheats 

Box 110 

Titusville, PA 16354 


UNION COUNTY SPORTSMEN 
Richard Altemus 

RD #1 

Millmont, PA 17845 


INTERNATIONAL 
AFFILIATED 
ASSOCIATIONS 


A.F.T.B.R. 

Jean Jacques Cristau 
13 Rue Des Blevets 
Beynes, France 78650 


BENCHREST SHOOTERS OF CANADA 
Al Mirdoch 

P.O. Box 3070, Stn B 

Calgary, Alberta 

Canada T2M 4L6 


British Benchrest Shooters 
Neil Jones 

48 Stafford Lane 
Hednesford, Staffordshire 
England 


DBRV 

Peter Hammerich 
Heimsttenstr-30 

8000 Munchen 40 West Germany 


NAMAKA BENCHREST SHOOTERS 
Clive Mohn 

64 Maple Court 

S.E. Calgary, Alberta 

Canada T2J 1Z7 


PENTICON SHOOTING SPORTS 
Ron Johnson 

Site 35 Comp 35 RR3 

Penticon, BC V2A 7K8 


SELKIRK BENCHREST CLUB 
Murray Benson 

10 Park Road 

Selkirk, Manitoba 

Canada R1A 0B3 


SSAA 

Ron Marsden 

25 Tylagum Ave. 

Panania, NSW 2213 Australia 


47 


CLARENCE HAMMONDS 


Complete rifle services 
in our shop. 


We currently build 1,000 yard rifles; 
hunter and varmint hunter rifles, 
varmint classes rifles, and live var- 
mint rifles. 

Loading dies made with same 
reamer as rifle on new gun or new 
barrel orders. 


HAMMONDS GUN SHOP 


R.D. #4, Box 504, Red Lion, Pa. 17356 
Phone (717) 244-7879 


HART 


OLD-FASHIONED QUALITY... 


THE “HART” OF OUR 
BUSINESS 


WE HANDLE BENCHREST 
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
OF PROVEN QUALITY. 
Shooters Choice Products 

McMillan “Drop In” Stocks 

Sierra Bullets 

Remington Match Primers 

Federal Match Primers 

Federal Match Cases - cal. 222 and 308 
J. Dewey Ramrods 

Forster Products 

MTM Products 

Lyman Products 

L.E. Wilson Products 

Redding 

Leupold Scopes 

Hornady Bullets 
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MATCH PREP 


PRIMER POCKET TOOL 


This competition-grade life- 
time carbide tool cuts pockets 
to SAAMI specs, precise 
depth, bottom flat, for 
uniform primer seating condi- 
tions. Gontinued use keeps 
pocket clean. Specify large 
rifle or small rifle, each priced 
$20 plus $1. shipping. 
Whitetail Design & Engineer- 
ing Ltd., 9421 E. Mannsiding 
Road, Clare, Michigan 48617 


ORDER FROM 


me WHITETAIL DESIGN & ENGINEERING LTD. 


Dept. PS, 9421 E. Mannsiding Rd. 
Clare, Michigan 48617 


> 


P-CHEC DIE!: Merrill Martin's Cast Bullet 
(CB) accuracy gadget is now available to you. 
Die set cuts disks from LDPE plastic (2500/ 
hr). Also square- seats disk into loaded case’s 
mouth, prior to seating CB. Handmade to 
your specs. Provide: necklength, max neck 
O.D. (expanded), & CB diameter. They seal all 
gas leakage around CB, permitting high ve- 
locity and accuracy for both plain and check- 
based CBs. Cost is $51, including die set, 
cutter-base, and good instructions. 


HANNED PRECISION, POB 2888-PS 
Sacramento, CA 95812 
“Only a benchrester has the skill to set 
world class CB records.” - Ed Wosika 


he 
' 


BENCHREST GUN WORK 


Hart Products 
Actions - 4 styles 
Custom Made Benchrest Bullets 
Action Chamber Cleaning Tubes 
Arbor Press 
Primer Depth Reamer 
Reloading Dies 
Action Cleaning Tube 
Benchrest Pedestals - 

Comp. or Varmint 


NEW!!! 
NOW AVAILABLE 
HART SCOPE RINGS 


for 
REM. 799 SHORT, 40X, 722 
REM. 700 LONG, 721 
HART 2A, 1A, #4, PU HART, 
HALL B 
ALUMINUM SLEEVE 
HART PLAIN, WICHITA, 
MOD. 1375, HALL 


STANDARD 
(PARTIAL ROBERT W 


LISTING) 401 


. .. OUR SPECIALTY 


Neck Turning Tool 
Flash Hole Deburring Tool 
Primer Pocket Tool 
Primer Seater 
Barrel Bench Vise 
Barrel Wrench 
Hart 2 oz. Trigger 
Cotton Flannel Cleaning Patches 
Brass Core Wire Brushes, 
Rifle & Pistol 


FREE CATALOG 
Mailed catalog - 
send $1.25 for postage 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome — 


Send certified copy of 
Federal Firearms License for dealer prices. 


. HART and SON, INC. 


MONTGOMERY ST. 


NESCOPECK, PENNSYLVANIA 18635 
(717) 752-3655 
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